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When J had waited, (for they ſpake not, but ſtood ſtill, and an- 
ſwered no more ;) I ſaid, I will anſwer alſo my part, I al ſo will 
ſhew my opinion. Let me not, [ pray you, accept any man's 
r neither let me give flattering titles unto man. For 1 

now not to give flattering titles; in ſo doing my MAKER 
would ſoon take me away, Job xxxii. 16, 17, 21, 22. 


M———— 


— — „ K— „„ — II * —— I — 


Printed by G. PARAMORE, North- Green, Worſhip-Street, 


Sold by G. WHITFIELD, at the Chapel, City- Road; and at the 
Methodiſt Preaching- Houſes in Town and Country. 1795. 


[ Price NINER-PENCE. ] 


n 5 
1 8 2. 


MORAVIAN CHURCH, 


More eſpecially that Part of it now or lately 
reſiding in ENGLAND. 


1. 1 Am conſtrained at length to ſpeak my preſent 
ſentiments concerning you, according to the beſt 
light I have. And this, not only upon my own ac» 
count, that if I judge amiſs, I may receive better infor- 
mation ; but for the ſake of all thoſe who either love 
or ſeek the Lord Jeſus in ſincerity, Many of theſe 
have been utterly at a loſs how to judge : and more ſo, 
becauſe they could not but obſerve (as I have often done 
with ſorrow of heart) that ſcarce any have wrote con- 
cerning you, (unleſs ſuch as were extravagant in your 
commendation) who were not evidently prejudiced 
againſt you. Hence they either ſpoke falfely, laying 
to your charge, things which you knew not: or at 
leaſt, unkindly, putting the worſt conſtruction on things 
of a doubtful nature, and ſetting what, perhaps, was. 
not ſtrialy right, in the very worſt light it would bear. 
Whereas (in my apprehenſion) none 1s capable of judg- 
ing right, or aſſiſting others to judge right concerning 
you, unleſs he can ſpeak of you as he does of the friend, 
who is as his own ſoul. 3 
2, Yet it is not wholly for their ſake, but for your 
own alſo that I now write, It may be, the Father of 
lights, the giver of every good gift, may even by a mean 


inſtrument ſpeak to your hearts, My continual defire 


and prayer to God is, that you may clearly ſee what is 
that gogd and perfect will of the Lord; and fully diſ- 
cern, how to ſeparate that which 1s precious among you 
from the vile, 

3. I have delayed thus long, becauſe I loved you, 
and was therefore unwilling to grieve you in any 
thing: and likewiſe becauſe I was afraid of creatin 
another obſtacle to that union, which, (if I know my 
own heart in any degree) I deſire above all things 
under heaven, But I dare no longer delay, leaſt my 
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fence ſhould be a ſnare to any others of the children 
of God; and leaſt you yourſelves ſhould be more con- 
firmed in what I cannot reconcile to the law and the 
teſtimony, This would ſtrengthen the bar which I 
long to remove. And were that once taken out of the 
Way, I ſhould rejoice to be a door-keeper in the houſe 
of God, a hewer of wood or a drawer of water amon 
you, Surely I would follow you to the ends of the 
earth, or remain with you in the uttermoſt parts of 
the ſea, | | 

4. What unites my heart to you is, the excellency 
(in many reſpects) of the doctrine taught among you: 


your laying the true foundation, © God was in Chriſt, 


reconciling the world to himſelf,” your declaring the 
free grace of God, the cauſe, and faith, the condition 
of juſtification : your bearing witneſs to thoſe great 
fruits of faith, “ Righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt ;” and that ſure mark thereof, © He 
that is born of God, doth not commit fin,” | 

5. I magnify the grace of God which is in many 


among you, enabling you to love Him who hath firſt 


loved us; teaching you, in whatſoever ſtate you are, 
therewith to be content: cauſing you to trample under 
Foot the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and the 
pride of life: and above all, giving you to love one ano- 
ther, in a manner the world knoweth not of, 

6. I praiſe God, that he hath delivered and yet doth 
deliver you, from thoſe outward fins that overſpread 
the face of the earth. No curſing, no light or falſe 
{wearing, no profaning the name of God is heard 
among you: no robbery or theft, no gluttony, or 


drunkenneſs, no whoredom or adultery, no quarrelling 


or brawling (thoſe ſcandals of the chriſtian name) are 
found within your gates: no diverſions but ſuch as be- 
come ſaints, as may be uſed in the name of the Lord 
Jeſus. You regard not outward adorning, but 
Tather deſire the ornament of a ſerious, meek, and 
quiet ſpirit, You are not ſlothful in buſineſs, but la- 


bour to eat your own bread; and wiſely manage the 


mammon of unrightcouſneſs, that ye may have to give 
to others alſo, to feed the hungry, and cover the naked 
with a garment, | | 
7. I love and eſteem you for your excellent diſci- 
pline, ſcarce inferior to that of the apoſtolic age: for 
your 
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your due ſubordination of officers, every one knowing” 
and keeping his proper rank; for your exact divifion 
ofthe people under your charge, ſo that each may be 
fed with food convenient for them ; for your care that. 
all who are employed in the ſervice of the church 
ſhould frequently and freely confer together; and, in 
conſequence thereof, your exact and ſeaſonable know- 
ledge of the ſtate of every member, and your ready diſ- 


tribution either of ſpiritual or temporal relief, as every 


man hath need. | 

8, Perhaps then, ſome of you will ſay, „If you al- 
low all this, what more can you deſire ? The follow- 
ing Extract will anſwer you at large, wherein I have 
firlt given a naked relation (among other things) of 
many facts and converſations that paſt between us, in 
the ſame order of time as they occurred; and then 
ſummed up, what I cannot approve of yet, that it may 
be tried by the word of God. | 

9. This I have endeavoured to do with. a tender 
hand ; relating no more than I believed abſolutely 
needful ; carefully avoiding all tart and unkind ex- 
preſſions, all that I could foreſee would be diſobliging 
to you, or any farther offenſive than was implied in 
the very nature of the thing: labouring every where 
to ſpeak conſiſtently with that deep ſenſe, which is. 


ſettled in my heart, that you are (though I cannot call: 


you Rabbi, infallible) yet far, far better and. wiſer 
than me. | 

10. And if any of you will ſmite me friendly, and 
reprove me, if you will ſhew me wherein I have erred, 
either in the matter or manner of the following rela- 
tion, or any part thereof ; I will, by the Grace of God,. 
confeſs it before angels and men, in whatſoever way 
you ſhall require, Mean while do not ceaſe to pray 
for, Your weak, but ſtill affectionate Brother, 


| Joux WSLIZX. 
London, June 
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TuuxspAy, November 1, 1739. : 

Left Briſtol, and on Saturday came to London, The 85 

1 firſt perſon I met with there, was one whom I had = 
left ſtrong in faith, and zealous of good works, But * 
ſhe now told me, Mr. Molther had fully convinced = 
her, ſhe never had any faith at all; and had adviſed Songs 
her, till ſhe received faith, to be ſtill, cealing from out- ; habe 
ward works: which ſhe had accordingly done, and did n 
not doubt, but in a ſhort time ſhe ſhould find the ad- ; 6: 
vantage of it.“ | A 
In the evening Mr. Bray alſo was highly commend- 4 
ing, © The being ſtill before the Lord, He likewiſe „e 
ſpoke largely of the great danger that attended the do- , = 
ing of outward works, and of the folly of people that 1 
keep running about to church and ſacrament, as I (ſaid W 
he) did till very lately.” | 3 the 
Sunday 4. Our Society met at ſeven in the morning, the 
and continued filent till eight, One then ſpoke. of 21 
looking unto Jeſus, and exhorted us all, “ to lie {ill tait 


in his hand.” | : & [ 
In the evening I met the women of our Society at 

Fetter-Lane : where ſome of our brethren ſtrongly in- fel. 

timated, that none of them had any true faith; and | 

then aſſerted in plain terms, 1. * That till they had true 

faith, they ought to be (till, that is, (as they explained © 

themſelves) to abſtain from the means of grace, as they of 
| are 2 
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are called; the Lord's Supper, in particular:“ 2. © That 
the ordinances are not means of grace, there being no 

other means than Chriſt,” | 

Wedneſday 7. Being greatly deſirous to underſtand 
the ground of this matter, I had a long conference with 
Mr. Spangenberg. I agreed with all he ſaid of the 
power of faith, I agreed, that whoſoever 1s by faith 
born of God, doth not commit fin, But 1 could not 
agree, either, „That none has any faith, ſo long as he 
is liable to any doubt or fear: or, That till we have it, 
we ought to abſtain from the Lord's Supper, or the 
other ordinances of God. 

At eight our Society met at Fetter-lane, We ſat an 
hour without ſpeaking. The reſt of the time was 
ſpent in diſpute ; one having propoſed a queſtion con- 
cerning the Lord's Supper; which many warmly affirmed, 
„None ought to receive, till he had the full aſſurance 
of faith.” | 

I obſerved every day more and more, the advantage 
Satan had gained over us. Many of thoſe who once 
„knew in whom they had believed,” were thrown into 
idle reaſonings, and thereby filled with doubts and fears, 
from which they now found no way to eſcape. Man 
were induced, to deny the gift of God, and affirm, they 
never had any faith at all; eſpecially thoſe who had 
fallen again into fin, and of conſequence, into dark— 
neſs. And almolt all theſe had left off the means of 
grace, ſaying, “ They muſt now ceaſe from their own 
works: they muſt now truſt in Chriſt alone: They 
_ poor ſinners, and had nothing to do but to lie at 

is feet.“ | ; 

Till Saturday, the 10th, I think I did not meet with 
ond woman of the Society, who had not been upon 
the point of caſting away her confidence in God, I 
then indeed found one, who, when many ops 
to their cuſtom) laboured to perſuade her ſhe had no 
faith, replied with a ſpirit they were not able to reſiſt, 
„J know, that the life which I now live, I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave him- 
lelf for me. And he has never left me one moment, 
lince the hour he was made known to me, in the break- 
ing of bread.” 0 

W hat is to be inferred from this undeniable matter 
of fact. One that had not faith, received it in the Lord's 


Supper & 


1 1729. 

| Supper ? Why, 1. That there are means of grace, i, e, 

| outward ordinances, whereby the inward grace of God. 
is ordinarily conveyed to man; whereby the faith that 
brings ſalvation is conveyed to them who before had it 
not; 2. That one of theſe means is the Lord's Supper ; 
and g. That he who has not this faith, ought to wait 
for it, in the uſe both of this, and of the other means 
which God hath ordained. 

Friday 9. I ſhewed how we are to examine ourſelves, 
whether we be in the faith: and afterwards recom. 
mended to all, though efpecially to them that believed, 
true ſtillneſs, that is © a patient waiting upon God, 

lowlineſs, meekneſs, and reſignation, in all the 
ways of his holy law, and the works of his command. 
ments.“ | | 
All this week I endeavoured alſo by private conver. 
ſation, to comfort the feeble- minded, and to bring back 
the lame which had been turned out of the way, if 
kaply it might be healed. wk 

Monday 12. 1 left London, and in the evening ex- 
pounded at Wycombe, the ſtory of the phariſee and 

the publican, The next morning, a young gentleman 
overtook me on the road, and after a while aſked me; 
6 If I had ſeen Whitefield's Journals!“ I told him, 
« I had.” „And what do you think of them,” ſaid 
he. Don't you think they are d=n'd cant, enthu- 
ſiaſm from end to end? I think ſo,” I aſked him, 
„Why do you think ſo?” He replied, „Why he 
talks ſo much about joy and ſtuff, and inward feelings, 
As I hope to be ſaved, I cannot tell what to make of 
it ? I aſked, Did you ever feel the Love of God in 
your heart? If not, how ſhould you tell what to make 

of it? Whatever is ſpoke of the religion of the heart, 
and of the inward workings of the Spirit of God, mult 
appear enthuſiaſm to thels who have not felt them: 
that is, If they take upon them to judge of the things, 
which they own they know not.“ | 

In the afternoon I came to Oxford; and to a {mall 
company in the evening, explained the nature and ex- 
tent of that ſalvation, wherewith by grace we are ſaved 
through faith. The next evening I ſhewed, what it is 
to believe ; as well as more largely, what are the fruits 


of true believing, from thoſe words of the Apoſtle, 
a 6 This 


2 * pos —— 
DT IDE ey * 


hn —— * NW \ ls. ad Rr ww r 


1739. 6 


« This is the victory that overcometh the world, even 
our faith.“ | 

Thurſday 15. My brother and I ſet out for Tiverton, 
About eleven I preached at Burford, On Saturday 
evening I explained at Briſtol, the nature and extent 
of Chriſtian Perfection: and at nine in the morning 
preached at Bath, on, & I know that in me dwelleth 
no good thing,” 

In the afternoon I exhorted 4 or 3000 people at 
Briſtol, neither to negle& nor reſt in the means of 
race, In the evening I endeavoured to lift up the 
hands that hung down, by declaring, © He will not 


break the bruiſed reed, nor quench the ſmoaking flax.“ | 


Monday 19. I earneſtly exhorted thoſe who had be- 


lieved, “ To beware of two oppolite extremes: The 
one, the thinking while they were in light and joy, 


that the work was ended, when it was but juſt begun 
the other, the thinking when they were in heavinels, 
that it was not begun, becaule they found it was not 
ended.“ | h | 

At eight, I exhorted the Society, to wait upon God 
in all his ordinances,. and in ſo doing to be {till, and 
ſuffer God to carry on his whole work in their ſouls, 
In that hour he was pleaſed to reſtore his light to many: 
that ſat in darkneſs: two of whom till then thought, 


he had quite caſt out their prayer, and turned his mercy 


from them. | 

Tueſday 20, We ſet.out, and on Wedneſday 21, in 
the afternoon came to Tiverton, My poor filter was 
lorrowing almoſt as one without hope. Yet we could 
not. but rejoice, at hearing, from one who had attended 
my brother in all his weakneſs, that ſeveral days before 


he went hence, God had given him a calm and full 


allurance of his intereſt in Chriſt. O may every one 


| who oppoſes it, be thus convinced, that this dottrine 


is of God! | . | 
Saturday 24, We accepted an invitation to Exeter, 
from one who came thence to comfort my ſiſter in her 


affliction. And on Sunday 25. (Mr. D. having defied, 


the pulpit, which was readily granted both for the 

morning and afternoon) I preached at St, Mary's, on 

„The kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but 

lighteouſneſs and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt,” 

Dr. W=—, told me after ſermon, „ Sir, you mult not 
| preach 


| CW 1739, 
preach in the afternoon,” Not, ſaid he, that you 
preach any falſe doctrine. I allow, all that you have 
| ſaid is true: and it is the doctrine of the Church of 
England, But it is not guarded, It is dangerous, It 
may lead people into enthuſiaſm and deſpair,” 

I did not readily fee, where the ſtreſs of this objec. 
tion (ſo frequently ſtarted) lay, But upon a little re. 
flection, I ſaw it plain, The real ſtate of the caſe is 
this. Religion is commonly thought to conſiſt of three 


things, harmleſineſs, uſing the means of grace, and do- 


ing good (as it is called) that is, helping our neighbours, 
chiefly by giving alms. Accordingly, by a religious 
man is commonly meant, one that is honeſt, jult and 
fair in his dealings; that is conſtantly at Church and 
Sacrament ; and that gives much alms, or (as it is uſually 
termed) does much good, | 

Now in explaining thoſe words of the Apoſtle, the 
kingdom of God, (or true religion, the conſequence of 
God's dwelling and reigning in the ſoul) is not meat 
and drink, I was neceſſarily led to ſhew, that religion 
does not properly conſiſt, in any or all of theſe three 
things: bur that a man might both be harmleſs, uſe the 
means of grace, and do much good, and yet have no 
true religion at all. And ſure it is, had God then im- 
preſt this great truth on any who before was ignorant 
of it, that impreſſion would have occaſioned ſuch 
heavineſs in his ſoul, as the world always terms deſpair, 


Again, in explaining thoſe words, The kingdom of 


God {or true religion) is righteouſneſs, and peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghoſt: I inſiſted, that every follower 
of Chriſt, ought to expect and pray for, that peace of 
Cod which paſſeth all underſtanding, that rejoicing in 
hope of the glory of God, which is even now unſpeak- 
able and full of glory: and above all (as being the very 
life and ſoul of religion, without which it is all dead 
ſhow) the love of God, ſhed abroad in his heart, by the 
Holy Ghoſt given unto him. But all this is “ enthu- 
ſiaſm from end to end,” to thoſe who have the form of 
godlineſs, but not the power. 

I know indeed there is a way of explaining theſe 
texts, ſo that they ſhall mean juſt nothing : ſo that they 
ſhall expreſs far leſs of inward religion, than the wrt- 
tings of Plato or Hierocles, And whoever guards them 
thus (but God forbid I ſhould do it) will 3 

i | - avoi 


zw¾oid all danger, of either driving people into this 
deſpair, or leading them into this enthuſiaſm. 

Tueſday 27. I wrote Mr. D. (according to his re- 
queſt; a ſhort account of what had been done in Kingf- 
wood, and of our preſent undertaking there, The ac- 
count was as follows : 

« Few perſons have lived long in the Weſt of * 
land, who have not heard of the colliers of Kingſwood, 
a people famous from the beginning hitherto, for nei- 
ther fearing God nor regarding man : ſo ignorant of the 
things of God, that they ſeemed but one remove from 
the beaſts that periſh; and therefore utterly without 

deſire of inſtruftion, as well as without the means 
of it,” 

« Many laſt winter uſed tauntingly to ſay of Mr, 
Whitefield, „If he will convert heathens, why does 
not he go to the colliers of Kingſwood ?” In Spri 
he did ſo, And as there were thouſands who . 
to no place of public worſhip, he went after them into 
their own wilderneſs to ſeek and ſave that which was 
loſt, When he was called away, others went into the 
highways and hedges, to compel them to come in. 
And, by the grace of God, their labour was not in vain. 
The ſcene is already changed. Kingſwood does not 
now, as a year ago, reſound with curſing and blaſphe- 
my. It is no more filled with drunkenneſs and un- 

cleanneſs, and the idle diverſions that naturally lead 
| thereto, It is no long full of wars and fightings, of 
| clamour and bitterneſs, of wrath and envyings, Peace 
and love are there, Great numbers of the people are 
mild, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated. They do not 
cry, neither ſtrive, and hardly is their voice heard in 
the ſtreets, or indeed in their own wood ; unleſs when 
| they are at their uſual evening diverſion, ſinging praiſe 
| unto God their Saviour,” 

« That their children too might know the things 
| Which make for their peace, it was ſome time fince 
| propoſed to build a houſe in Kingſwood : and after 
many foreſeen and unforeſeen difficulties, in June laſt 
the foundation was laid. The ground made choice of 
Was, in the middle of the wood, between the London 
| and Bath,goads, not far from that called Two-Mile Hill, 
about three meaſured miles from Briſtol,” 
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e Here a large room was begun for the ſchool, hay. 
ing four ſmall rooms at either end, for the ſchool. 
maſters, {and perhaps, if it ſhould pleaſe God, ſome 
poor children) to lodge in, Two perſons are ready 
to teach, ſo ſoon as the houſe is fit to receive them, the 
Thell of which is nearly finiſhed : ſo that it is hoped 
the whole will be compleated in ſpring, or early in the 
ſummer.” 5 | 

& It is true, although. the maſters require no pay, 
Wot this undertaking is attended with great  expence, 

ut let him that feedeth the young ravens ſee to that, 
He hath the hearts of all men in his hand. If he put 
it into your heart, or into that of any of your friends 
to aſſiſt in bringing this his work to perfection, in this 
world look for no recompence : but it ſhall be remem- 
bered in that day, when our Lord ſhall ſay, „ Inaſmuch 
as ye did it unto the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye did 
it unto me,?? | 1 | 

Wed, Nov. 28, We left Tiverton, and the next day 
reached Briſtol, On Friday many of us. joined in 
prayer, for one that was grievouſly tormented, She 
raged more and more, for about two hours, and then 
our Lord gave her reſt, Five were in the ſame Agony 
In the evening. I ordered them to be removed to the 
door, that their cries might neither drown my voice, 
nor interrupt the attention of the congregation, But 
after ſermon, they were brought into the room again, 
where a few of us continued in prayer to God (being 
determined not to go till we had an anſwer of peace] 
till nine the next morning. Before that time, three of 
them ſang praiſe to God. And the others were ealed, 
though not ſet at liberty. Es 

Tueſday, Dec. 4. I was violently attacked by ſome, 
who were exceeding angry at thoſe who cried out ſo, 
being ſure (they ſaid) „“ It was all a cheat, and that 
any one might help crying out, if he would,” J. B.. 
was one of thoſe who were ſure of this. About eight, 
the next morning, while he was alone in his chamber, 
at private prayer, ſo horrible a dread overwhelmed him, 
that he began crying out with all his might. All the 
family was alarmed, Several of them came running 
up into his chamber; but he cried. out fo. much the 


more, till his breath was utterly ſpent, God then re. 
| * buked 


1739. | ( 128 ) 
buked the adverſary ; and he is now leſs wiſe in his 
own conceit. 


- Thurſday 6. I left Briſtol and (after preaching at 


Malmſbury and Burford in the way) on Sat, 8. came 


into my old room at Oxford, from which I went to 
Georgia, Here muſing on the things that were paſt, 
and reflecting how many that came after me were pres 


ferred before me, I opened my Teſtament on thoſe . 


words (O may I never let them ſlip) © What ſhall we 


ſay then? That the Gentiles which followed not after 


- righteouſneſs, have attained to righteoulneſs, But 
Ifrael which followed after- the law of righteouſneſs, 
have not attained to the law of righteouſneſs, Where- 
fore ? Becauſe they ſought it not by faith, but, as it 
were, by the works of the law. | 

Sunday 9. I expounded in the evening to a ſmall, 
but deeply-ſerious company, on, * There is one Medi- 
ator between. God and man, even the man, Cuxisr 
Jesus; and exhorted them earneſtly to go {traight to 
him, with alk their miſeries, follies and fins, 

_ Tueſday 11. I vifited Mrs, P=—t, one who having 
long ſought death in the error of her life, was brought 
back to the great Shepherd of her ſoul, the firſt time 


my brother preached faith in Oxford. In the midſt of 


hickneſs and pain, and the deepeſt want, But was 
calmly rejoicing in God. By this faith may I be thus 
ſaved! ſo as in the midſt of heavineſs, through mani- 
fold temptations, without raiment or food, or health or 
friends, to rejoice with joy unſpeakable. | 
Thurſday 13. I had ſome hours converſation with a 
ſerious man, who offered many conſiderations to ſhew, 
* That there are no unholy men on earth; and that 
there are no holy men ; but that, in reality, all men 
are alike, there being no inward difterence between 


them,” [I was at firſt in doubt, what could lead a 


man of learning and ſenſe, into ſo wonderful an opi- 
nion. But that doubt was ſoon cleared. He had nar- 
rowly obſerved, thoſe whom the world calls good men, 
and could not but diſcern, that the difference between 
them and others was merely external ; their tempers, 
their deſires, their ſprings of actions, were the ſame, 
He clearly ſaw, although one man was a thief, a com- 
mon ſwearer, a drunkard, and another not; although 
this woman was a liar, a I a * 
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„„ 1739. 
and the other elear of theſe things: yet they were both 
lovers of pleaſure, lovers of praiſe, lovers of the pre— 
ſent world. He ſaw ſelf-will was the ſole ſpring of 


action in both, though exerting itſelf in different ways: 


and that the love of God no more filled and ruled the 
heart of the one, than of the other, Hence therefore 
he inferred well, © If theſe perſons are holy, there are 
none unholy upon earth: ſeeing thieves and proſtitutes 
have as good a heart, as theſe ſaints of the world,” 
And whereas ſome of theſe ſaid, ** Nay, but we have 
faith; we believe in and rely on Chriſt :” it was eafily 
replied, yea, and ſuch a faith in Chriſt, ſuch a reliance 
on him, to ſave them in their fins, have nine in ten of 
all the robbers and murderers, of whom ye yourſelves 
ſay, Away with them from the earth.“ | 
In the afternoon I was informed, how many wiſe 
and learned men (who. cannot in terms, deny it, be- 
cauſe our articles and homilies are not yet repealed 
explain juſtification by faith. They ſay, 1. Juſtifica- 
tion is twofold ; the firſt, in this life, the ſecond, at 
the laſt day. 2. Both theſe are by faith alone, that is, 
by objective faith, or by the merits of Chriſt, which 
are the object of our faith. And this, they ſay, is all 
that St. Paul and the church mean by, We are juſtified 
by faith only. But they add, 3. We are not juſtified 
by ſubjective faith alone, that is, by the faith which is 
in us. But works alſo muſt be added to this faith, as 
a joint condition both of the firſt and ſecond juſtifica- 
tion. | | 
The ſenſe of which hard words is plainly this, “God 
accepts us both here and hereafter, only for the ſake 
of what Chriſt has done and ſuffered for us. This 
alone 1s the cauſe of our juſtification, But the con- 
dition thereof is, not faith alone, but faith and works 
together,” _ | | 1 
In flat oppofition to this, I cannot but maintain (at 
leaſt, till I have a clearer light) 1. That the juſtifhca- 
tion which is ſpoken of by St. Paul to the Romans, 
and in our articles, is not twofold, It is one, and no 
more. It is the preſent remiſſion of our fins, or our 
firſt acceptance with God, 2. It is true, that the 
merits. of Chriſt are the ſole cauſe of this our juſtifica- 
tion. But it is not true, that this is all which St. Paul 


and our church mean, by our being juſtified by faith 


only: 
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only: neither is it true, that either St. Paul or the 
church, mean by faith, the merits of Chriſt, But g. 
By our being juſtified by faith only, both St. Paul and 
the church mean, that the condition of our juſtification, 
is faith alone, and not good works: inaſmuch as “ all 
works done before juſtification, have in them the na- 
ture of fin,” Laſtly, That faith which is the ſole con- 
dition of juſtification, 1s the faith which 1s in us, by 
the grace of God, It is „a ſure truſt which a man 
hath, that Chriſt hath loved him and died for him.” 


During my ſhort ſtay here, I received ſeveral un- 


plealing accounts of the ſtate of things in London; a 
part of which I have ſubjoined. 

« Many of our ſiſters are ſhaken: J. C. ſays, that 
ſhe never had faith, Betty and Eſther H. are griev- 


ouſly torn by reaſonings; the former I am told, is go- 


ing to Germany, On Wed. night there are but few 
come to Fetter-Lane till near nine o'clock, And then 
after the names are called over, they cee depart. 
It appears plain, our brethren here have neither wil- 
dom enough to guide, nor prudence enough to let it 
alone.“ : | 

&© Mr, Br expounds much, and ſpeaks ſo {light- 
ingly of the means of grace, that many are much griev- 
ed to hear him; but others are greatly delighted with 
him. Ten or fourteen of them meet at our brother 
Clark's with Mr, Molther, and- ſeem to conſult about 
things, as if they were the whole body. Theſe make a 
mere jeſt of going to church, or to the ſacrament. They 
have much confounded ſome of our ſiſters; and many 
of our brothers are much grieved.“ 


In another letter, which I received a few days after 
this, were theſe words : | 


| a Dec. 14, 1739. 
„This day I was told, by one that does not belong 
to the bands, that the Society would be divided, —l be- 
lieve brother Hutton, Clark, Edmonds and Bray are 


determined to go on, according to Mr, Molther's di- 


rections, and to raiſe a church, as they term it, and I 


ſuppoſe above half our brethren are on their fide. But 


they are ſo very confuſed, they don't know how to go 
on; yet are unwilling to be taught, except by the 
Moravians,” 677 | 
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3 1739 · 
„We long to ſee you; nay even thoſe would be 
glad to ſee you, who will not be directed by you. I | 
believe indeed, things would be much better, if you 
would come to town,” 

Wed. 19. I accordingly came to London, tho' with 
a heavy heart, Here I found every day the dreadful 
effects of our brethren's reaſonings and diſputing with 
each other. Scarce one in ten retained his firſt love: 
and moſt of the reſt were in the utmoſt confuſion, bit- 
ing and devouring one another, I pray God, ye be 
not conſumed one of another! 

Monday 24. After ſpending part of the night at Fet- 
ter-Lane, I went to a ſmaller company, where alſo we 
exhorted one another with hymns and ſpiritual ſongs, 
and poured out our hearts to God in prayer, Toward 
morning, one of them was overwhelmed with joy and 

love, and could not help ſhewing it by ſtrong cries and 
tears, At this another was much diſpleaſed, ſaying, 
„It was only nature, imagination, and animal ſpirits.” 
O thou jealous God, lay not this fin to their charge! 

And let us not be wiſe above what is written! 

Sunday go. One came to me, by whom I uſed to 
ome much. But her converſation was now too high 
r me. It was far above, out of my fight,» My ſoul 

is ſick of this ſublime divinity ! Let me think and ſpeak 
as a little child! Let my religion be plain, artleſs, ſim- 
le! Meekneſs, temperance, patience, faith and love, 

e theſe my higheſt gifts: and let the higheſt words 
Wherein I teach them, be thoſe I learn from the book 

of God! 1 | | | 

Monday g1. I had a long and particular converſation 

with Mr. Molther himſelf. I weighed all his words 
with the utmoſt care, deſired him to explain what ! 
did not underſtand; aſked him again and again, Dol 
not miſtake what you ſay ? Is this your meaning, or is 
it not? So that I think, if God has given me any mea- 
ſure of underſtanding, I could not miſtake him much, 

As ſoon as I came home, I beſought God to aſſiſt me, 
and not fuffer the blind to go out of the way. I then 


a a> a 


wrote down what I conceived to be the difference be- 
tween us, in the following words: 15 

As to Faith, you believe, | 

1. There are no degrees of faith, and that no man 


has any degree of it, before all things in him are be- 
come 
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come new, before he has the full aſſurance of faith, the 
abiding witneſs of the ſpirit, or the clear perception, 
that Chriſt dwelleth in him. | : 

2. Accordingly you believe, there is no juſtifying 
faith, or ſtate of Juſtification, ſhort of this, 

g. Therefore you believe, our brother Hutton, Ed- 
monds, and others, had no juſtifying faith, before they 
ſaw you. | 3 

4. And, in general, That that gift of God, which 
many received ſince Peter Bohler came to England, 


viz, A ſure confidence of the Love of God to them,“ 


was not juſtifying faith, 


g. And, that the Joy and love attending it, were 
om nature or imagination; not 


joy in the Holy Ghoſt, and the real Love of God, ſhed: 


from animal fpirits, 


abroad in their hearts. 10 
Whereas I believe, | 


1. There are degrees in faith, and that a man may” 
have ſome degree of it, before all things in him are- 
become new, before he has the full aſſurance of faith, . 


the abiding witneſs of the Spirit, or the clear perception 
that Chriſt dwelleth in him, 


2. Accordingly, I believe, there is a degree of juſti- 


fying faith (and conſequently a ſtate of juſtification) 


ſhort of, and commonly antecedent to, this. 


3. And I believe our brother Hutton, with: many- 
others, had juſtifying faith, long before they ſaw you. 


4. And, in general, That that gift of God, which. 


many received fince Peter. Bohler came into England, 
Viz, A ſure confidence of the Love of God to them, 


was juſtifying faith, 


5. And that the joy and love attending-it, were not 
from animal ſpirits, from nature or imagingtion ; but a 


meaſure of joy in the Holy Ghoſt, and off the Love of 


God ſhed abroad in their hearts. 
As to the way to faith, you believe, / 
That the way to attain it is, to waif for Chriſt;,and* 


be ſtill, i, e. Not to uſe (what we term) the Means of * 


Grace —Not to go to Church; Not to communicate; 
Not to faſt ; — Not to uſe jo muck private prayer: 
Not to read the Scripture ;——{(Becaule you believe, theſe 
are not means of grace, i. e. Do not ordinarily convey 

God's grace to unbelievers : And, —That it is impoſſible : 
for a man to uſe them, without truſting in them.) Not 
to do temporal good ;. Nor to attempt doing ſpiritual: 

" | - MY; good; 
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| | 29} 1799. ; 
good ;---Becauſe you believe, no fruit of the Spirit is ſet 
given, by. thoſe who have it not themſelves, And, pu 
that thoſe who have not faith are utterly blind, and un 


therefore unable to guide other ſouls. | to 
Whereas I believe, | 3 f 

The way to attain it is, To wait for Chriſt and be rig 
3 uſing all the Means of Grace, Therefore 1 + 
elieve it right, for him who knows he has not faith, to 

| © {1. e. that conquering faith,) To go to church ;---To by 
communicate; To faſt; To uſe as much private pray- anc 
er as he can, and---To read the Scripture ;---j Becauſe l bel 
believe, theſe are Means of Grace, i. e. do ordinarily lon 
convey God's grace to unbelievers : And---That it is vet 
poſlible, for a man to uſe them, without truſting in W. 
them.) To do all temporal good he can ;---And to An 

. endeavour after doing ſpiritual good: - Becauſe I know, we 
many fruits of the ſpirit are given, by thoſe who have : 
them not themſelves. And that thoſe who have not to | 
faith, or but in the loweſt degree, may have more light loo 
from God, more wiſdom for the guiding of other ſouls, fix 
than many that are ſtrong in faith. | inv 
As to the manner of propagating the faith, you be- my 
lieve (as I have alſo heard others affirm)— That we may, | me 
on ſome accounts uſe guile - By ſaying what we know KW tha 
will deceive the hearers, or lead them to think the thing giv 


which is not. By deſcribing things a little beyond the 
truth, in order to their coming up to it. By ſpeaking, 
as if we meant, what we do not. But I believe,—That 
we may not uſe guile, on any account whatſoever :—That 
we may not on any account ſay, what we know will, 
and deſign ſhould, deceive the hearers:— That we may 

not deſcribe things one jot beyond the truth, whether 
they come up to it, or no: And—That we may not 
ſpeak, on any pretence, as if we meant, what indeed 
we do not. | | | EL 
Laſtly, As to the fruits of your thus propagating the 

faith in England, you believe, Much good has been 
done by it :---Many, unſettled from a falſe foundation; 

Many brought into true ſtillneſs, in order to their 
coming to the true foundation :---Some grounded there- 
on; who were wrong before, but are right now, | 
On the contrary, I believe, that very little good, but 
much hurt has been done by it. Many, who were 
beginning to build holineſs and good works, on the true 
foundation of faith in Jeſus, being now wholly * 

| | ſettle 


174. ( 19 ) 
ſettled and loſt in vain reaſonings and doubtful diſ- 
utations: — Many others being brought into a falſe 
unſcriptural fti{lneſs ; ſo that they are not likely to come 
to any true foundation :—And many being grounded on 
a faith which is without works; ſo that they who were 
right before, are wrong now. | 
Tueſd, January 1, 1740. I endeavoured to explain 
to our brethren, the true, chriſtian, ſcriptural uneſs, 
by largely unfolding thoſe ſolemn words, « Be ſtill, 
and know that I am God.” Wedneſday 2. I earneſtly 


beſought them all, to ſtand in the old paths; and no 


longer to ſubvert one another's fouls, by idle contro- 
verhes and ſtrife of words. They all ſeemed convinced, 


We then cried to God, to heal all our backſlidings, 


And he ſent forth ſuch a ſpirit of peace and love, as 
we had not known for many months before, 

Thuif, 3. I left London, and the next evening came 
to Oxford : Where I ſpent the two following days, in 
looking over the letters which I had received for the 
ſixteen or eighteen years laſt paſt, How few traces of 


inward religion are here! I found but one among all 


my correſpondents, who declared, (what I well re- 
member, at that time I knew not how to underſtand) 
that „God had ſhed abroad his love in his heart, and 
given him the peace that paſſeth all underſtanding.““ 
But, who believed his report? Should I conceal a ſad 
truth? Or declare it, for the profit of others? He was 
expelled out of his ſociety, as a madman, and being 
wad by his friends, and deſpiſed and forſaken of 
all men, lived obſcure and unknown for a few months, 
and then went to Him whom his ſoul loved. 

Mond. 7. I left Oxford. In the evening I preached 
at Burford ; the next evening at Malmſbury : and on 
Wedn, 9. I once more deſcribed the exceeding great 
and precious promiſes at Briſtol, | | 

Sat. 12, I explained the former part of Heb. vi, 


and many were renewed again to repentance, Sund, 


13. While the Sacrament was adminiſtring at the houſe 
of a perſon that was ſick in Kingſwood, a woman, who 
had been before much tempted of the devil, ſunk down 
as one dead, One could not perceive by any motion of 
her breaſt, that ſhe breathed, and her pulle was very 
| hardly diſcernible. A ſtrange ſort of diſſimulation this! 
1 would wiſh thoſe who think it ſo, only to ſtop their 
| Own breath and pulſe one hour; and I will then ſubs 
(cribe to their opinion. Monday 
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13 1740, 
Monday 14. I began expounding the Scriptures in 
order, at the New-Room at fix in the morning; by 


which means many more attend the College Prayers, | 


(which immediately follow) than ever before. In the 
afternoon I preached at Downing, four miles from 
Briſtol, on Go hath given unto us eternal life, and 
this life is in his Son: Tueſd. 15. at Siſon, five miles 
from Briſtol, on the Blood which cleanſeth us from all 
fin. After preaching, I viſited a young man, danger. 
ouſly ill, who a day or two after cried out aloud, “ Lord 
Jeſus, thou knoweſt that I love thee ! And I have thee, 
and will never let thee go:“ And died immediately, 

Thurſ. 17. I preached at Kendalſhire, ſix miles from 
Briſtol, on Whoſoever is born of God doth not 
commit ſin.“ Sund. 20. My heart was enlarged at 
EKingswood, in declaring, “ Ye are fave&through faith.“ 
And the woman who had been ſô torn of the devil laſt 
week, was now made partaker'of this ſalvation ;. bein 
above meaſure filled with the love of God, arid with all 
peace and joy in believing, _ 

Mond. 21. I preached at Hannam, four miles from 
Briſtol, In the evening I made a collection, in out 
. hy ns, for the relief of the poor, without Law. 
ford's-Gate: who having no work (becauſe of the ſevere 
froſt} and no aſſiſtance from the pariſh wherein they 
Hhved, were reduced to the laſt extremity, I made 
another colle&ion on Thurſday, and a third on Sun- 
day ; by which we were enabled to feed a hundred, 
ſometimes a hundred and fifty a day of thoſe whom we 
found to need it moſt. _—_ 

Tueſ. 22. I preached at Bridge-gate, fix miles from 
Briſtol : Thurſday 24, at Weſterleigh, eight miles from 
thence, In the evening, at the New Room, I ex- 
zounded' Exod. xiv. And we found that God's arm 
is not {hortened, and rejoiced before him with reve 
rence, I was a little ſurprized in going out of the room, 
at one who catched hold of me, and ſaid abruptly, *1 
muſt ſpeak with you, and will. I have ſinned againſt 
light and againſt love. I have finned beyond forgive- 
neſs, I. have been — you in my heart, and blaſ- 
heming God ever ſince I came here, I am damn'd: 
know it, I feel it. I am in hell. I have hell in my 
heari.“ I defired two or three, who had confidence in 
God, to join in crying to him on her behalf. Im- 
mediately that horrible dread was taken away, and ſhe 
began to fee ſome dawnings of hope. Friday. 


1740. Sg | ( 21 ) 

Friday 25. Another was with me, who after having 
taſted the heaveniy gift, was fallen into the depth of 
deſpair. But it was not long before God heard the 
prayer, and reſtored to her the light of his countenance, 

One came to me in the evening to know, If a man 
could not be ſaved without the faith of aſſurance ?““ 
I anſwered, 1. I cannot approve of your terms; becauſe 
they are not ſcriptural. I find no ſuch phraſe as either, 
Faith of aſſurance,“ or “ Faith of adherence,” in 
the Bible. Beſide, you ſpeak as if there were two faiths 
in one Lord, Whereas St, Paul tells us, there 1s but 
one faith, in one Lord; 2. By,—Ye are ſaved by faith, 
I underſtand, ye are ſaved from your inward and out- 
ward ſins. g. I never yet knew one ſoul thus ſaved, 
without what you call, 7he Faith of Afſurance : I mean, 
a ſure confidence, that by the merits of Chriſt, ke was 
reconciled to the favour of God. | 

Sat, 26, I was ſtrongly convinced, that if we aſked 
of God, he would give light to all thoſe that were in 


darkneſs. About noon we had a proof of it: One that 


was weary and heavy laden, upon prayer made for her, 
ſoon found reſt to her ſoul. In the afternoon we had 
a ſecond proof; another mourner being ſpeedily com- 
forted. y D n was a third, who about 
hve o'clock began again to rejoice in God her Saviour; 
as did M, H. about the ſame hour, after a long night 
of doubts and fears. | | 

| Thurſday g1. I went to one in Kingſwood, who was 


dangerouſly ill, and as was ſuppoled, paſt recovery, 


But ſhe was ſtrong in the Lord, longing to be diſſolved 
and to be with Chriſt, Some of her words were; 1 
was long ſtriving to come to my Saviour, and I then 
thought he was afar off, But now I know, he was 
nigh me all that time : I know his arms were round me. 
For his arms are like the rain-bow. They go round 
heaven and earth, 

I had now determined, if it ſhould pleaſe God, to 
ſpend ſome time in Briſtol, But quite contrary to my 
expectation, I was called away, in a manner I could 
not rehſt, A young man, who had no thoughts of re- 
ligion, had come to Briſtol a few months before. One 
of his acquaintance brought him to me. He approved 
of what he heard, ard for a while behaved well. But 
ſoon after, his ſeriouſneſs wore off, He returned to 


London, and fell in with his old acquaintance. By 
| ſome 


„% —- 1740. 
5 ſve of theſe he was induced to commit a robbery on 
the highway; for which he was apprehended, tried and 


condemned. He had now a ſtrong defire to ſpeak with | 


me: and ſome of his words {in a letter to his friend 
were; „I adjure him, by the living God, that he come 
and ſee me, before I go hence,” 


Friday Feb. 1. I ſet out, and on Sunday g. declared 


the grace of God at Newbury, from thoſe words of the 
prophet, „I will heal their backſliding, I will love 
them freely.” And though the church was full of 
(chiefly) genteel, well-dreſt people, they behaved as if 
they knew, God was there, 

Monday 4. I came to Reading and met with a few 
ſtill bang and thirſting after righteouſneſs. A few 
more I found at Windſor in the evening, The next 

afternoon I reached London, 
WMWedneſday 6, I went to the poor, young man, who 
lay under ſentence of death. Of a truth God has be- 


gun a good work 1 in his wah | 0 may it be brought to 


rfection. 
I think it was the next time I was there, that the 
Ordinary of Newgate, came to me, and with much 
| vehemence told me, + He was ſorry I ſhould turn diſ- 
ſenter from the Church of England.” I told him, If 
it was ſo, I did not know it: Ar which he ſeemed a 
little ſurprized; and offered at ſomething by way of 
proof, but which needed not a reply. 

Our 2oth Article defines a true church, 6 a congre- 
| mg? of faithful people, wherein the true word of 

od is preached and the Sacraments duly adminiſtered, 
According to this account, the church of England is, 
that body of faithful people (or holy believers) in Eng- 
land, among whom the pure word of God is preached, 
and the Sacraments duly adminiſtered. Who then are 
the worſt diſſenters from this church? 1. Unholy men 
of all kinds, ſwearers, ſabbath-breakers, drunkards, 
flighters, whoremongers, liars, revilers, evil-ſpeakers; 

the paſſionate, the gay, the lovers of money, the lovers 
of dreſs, or of praite, the lovers of pleaſure more than 
lovers of God: all theſe are diſſenters of the higheſt 
ſort, continually ſtriking at the root of the church ; 
and themſelves belonging in truth to no church, but to 
the ſynagogue of Satan, 2, Men unſound in the faithy 
thofe who deny the Sctiptures of truth; thoſe who devy 
the Lord that bought them; thoſe who deny juſti- 
fication 


„„ 0 „ 
fication by faith alone, or the preſent ſalvation which 
is by faith: theſe alſo are diſſenters of a very high kind; 
for they likewiſe ſtrike at the foundation, and were 
their principles univerſally to obtain, there could be 
no true church upon earth: Laſtly, Thoſe who unduly 
adminiſter the Sacraments ; who (to inſtance but in one 
point) adminiſter the Lord's Supper to ſuch as have 
neither the power, nor the form of godlinefs. Theſe 
too are groſs diffenters from the Church of England, 
and ſhould not caſt the firſt ſtone at others. | 

Tueſday 12. The young man, who was to die the 
next day, gave me a paper, part of which was as fol- 
lows: 

«As I am to anſwer to the Gop of Juſtice and 
Truth, before whom I am to appear naked tomorrow.“ 

« came to Briſtol with-a deſign to go abroad, either 
as a ſurgeon, or in any other capacity that was ſuiting. 
It was there. that I unfortunately ſaw Mr. Ramſey. 
He told me, after one or two interviews, that he was 
in the ſervice of Mr. John Welley ; and that he would 
introduce me to him, which he did, I cannot but ſay, 
1 was always fond of the doctrine that I heard from him 
however, unhappily J conſented with Mr. Ramſey, and 
believe between us we might take more than thirty 
pounds out of the money colletted for building the 
ichool in Kingſwood. 5 | 
„acknowledge the juſtice of Gop in overtaking 
me for my ſacrilege, in taking that money which was 
devoted to God. But he, 1 truſt, has forgiven me 
this and all my fins, waſhing them away in the Blood 
of the Lamb, | _ Gw1LLAM SNOWDE., 

Feb. 12, 1939 40. 

1 knew not in the morning, whether to rejoice or 
grieve, when they informed me, He was reprieved 
for fix weeks: And afterwards, „That he was or- 
dered for tranſportation.” But known unto God are 
all his works ! FOOTE. | 

Wedn. 20. I explained at Deptford the nature of 
Chriſtian Faith and Salvation. Many feemed to re- 
ceive the word with joy. Others complained, thou 
bringeſt ſtrange things to our ears: though ſome of 


them had not patience to hear, what this new doctrine 
Was. ; 3 TL o * ' | 


Thurſ. 21. 1 Had a long conference with thoſe, 
whom I eſteem very highly in love, But I could not 
| yet 


Wy 
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yet underſtand them on one point, * Chriſtian openneſs 
and plainneſs of 3 They pleaded for ſuch a re. 
ſervedneſs, and cloſeneſs of converſation, as I could 
in no wiſe reconcile with St, Paul's direction, „By 
manifeſtation of the truth to commend ourſelves to 
every man's conſcience in the fight of God.” Yet 1 
ſcarce knew what to think, conſidering they had the 

ractice of the whole Moravian Church on their fide; 

*till I opened my Teſtament on theſe words, „What 
is that to thee ? Follow thou me.“ | 

Tueſ. 26. Complaint was made again (as indeed had 
been done before, and that not once or twice only) that 
many of our brethren, not content with leaving of 
the ordinances of God themſelves, were continually 
troubling thoſe that did not, and diſputing with them, 
whether they would or no. The {ame complaint was 
made the next night alſo, at the meeting of the Society, 

I then plainly ſet before them the things they had done, 

expoſtulated the caſe with them, and earneſtly beſought 

them, not to trouble or perplex the minds of their 
brethren any more; but at leaſt to excuſe thoſe, whe 

{till waited for God, in the ways of his own appoint- 

ment.“ | 8 

March 1. Many that were in heavineſs being met 
together, we cried to God to comfort their ſouls. One 
of theſe ſoon found, that God heareth the prayer, She 
had before been under the phyſician's hands; her re- 

Jations taking it for granted ſhe was beſide herſelf, But 

the great phyſician alone knew how to heal her ſick- 

neſs, [1 | 

Mond. 3. I rode by Windſor to Reading, where ! 
had left two or three, full of peace and love. But! 
now found ſome from London had been here, grievouſly 
troubling theſe fouls alſo ; labouring to perſuade them, 

1. That they had no faith at all, becauſe they ſome- 
times felt doubt or fear, 2. That they ought to be fill; 
not to go to church, not to communicate, not to ſearch 
the Scripture: * Becauſe (ſay they) you can't do any 
of theſe things, without truſting in them,“ 

After confirming their ſouls, we left Reading, and 
on Wed. 5. came to Briſtol, It was eaſy to obſerve 
here, in how different a manner God works now, from 
what he did laſt ſpring. He then poured along, like 

a rapid flood, overwhelming all before him, Whereas 

Tow e. 

| | « He 
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tc He deigns his influence to infuſe | 
4 Secret, refreſhing as the filent dews.“ 


Convittions ſink deeper and deeper. Love and joy are 
more calm, even, and ſteady, And God in many is lay- 
ing the axe to the root of the tree, who can have no 


reſt in their ſpirits, till they are fully renewed in the 


image of God, in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, 

Wed. 12. I found a little time (having been much 
importuned) to ſpend with the ſoldier in Bridewell, 
who was under ese, of death. This I continued 
to do once a day; whereby there was alſo an opportu- 
nity of declaring the goſpel of peace to ſeveral deſolate 
ones, that were confined in the ſame place, 

Tueſ. 18. In the evening, juſt after I had explained 
as they came in courſe, thoſe comfortable words of God 
to St. Paul, „Be not afraid; but {peak and hold not 
thy peace: For I am with thee, and no man ſhall ſet 
on thee to hurt thee: for I have much people in this 
city: A perſon ſpoke aloud in the middle of the room, 
& Sir, I am come to give you notice, That at the next 
Quarter-Seſſions, you will be proſecuted for holding a 
{editious Conventicle.“ | 

Tueſ. 28. The Morning Expoſition began at five, as 
I hope it will always for the time to come. Thurl, 27, 
I had an interview with Joſeph Chandler, a young 
Quaker, who had ſometimes ſpoke in their meeting : 
With whom I had never exchanged a word before, as 
indeed I knew him not either by face or name, But 


| ſome had been at the pains of carrying him, as from me, 


a formal challenge to diſpute ; and had afterwards told 
him, « That Ihad declared in the open Society, I chal- 
lenged Joſeph Chandler to diſpute, And he promiſed 
to come; but broke his word.” Joſeph immediately 
ſent, to know from my own mouth, If theſe things were 
ſo ? If thoſe who probably count themſelves better chriſ- 
titans, had but done like this honeit Quaker, how many 
idle tales, which they now potently believe, would like 
this, have vaniſhed into air 


Frid. 28, From theſe words, © Then was Teſus led by | 


the ſpirit into the wilderneſs to be tempted of the De- 
vil:” I took occaſion to deſcribe that wilderneſs ſtate, 


that ſtate of doubts and fears, and ſtrong temptation, | 


which ſo many go through (though in different degrees) 
after they have received remiſſion of ſins, 


C Sat, 


% * — 
ths ne 
)—³ hM. ——_—— — c 
* ge If on. ie N 4 . 9 


2 


| ( 28 ) | 1740, 
Sat. 29. I ſpent another hour with one I had twice 
converſed with before; and with much the ſame effect. 
He aſked, « Wherein the doctrine I preached differed 
from the dottrine preached! by other miniſters of the 
church? I told him, © I hope, not at all from that which 
is preached by many other miniſters. But from that 
- which is preached by ſome, it differs thus; I preach the 
doctrine of the church, and they do not.“ After he had 
long and zealouſly laboured to prove, That * all miniſ- 
ters preached as I did, and there was no difference of 
doctrine at all; I was obliged to leave him abruptly ; 
and ſhould indeed have feared, that my time had been 
ſpent to ſmall purpoſe, but for one piece of hiſtory which 
I then learned, viz. “ That he had gone to the biſhop, 
before his lordſhip left Briſtol, and informed him, That 
I ſaid in the publick congregation, „ had had a con- 
Ference with the biſhop and twelve clergymen, and had 
ut them all to filence.”” Was his lordſhip fo informed? 
And could he believe even This! O Joleph Chandler, 
Joſeph Chandler! | 

I think it was about this time, that the ſoldier was ex- 
ecuted, For ſome time I had viſited him every day, 
But when the love of God was ſhed abroad in bis heart, 
I told him, © Do not expect to {ee me any more, He 
who has now begun a good work in your ſoul, will, I 
doubt not, preſerve you to the end. But I believe Sa- 
tan will ſeparate us for a ſeaſon,” Accordingly, the next 
day I was informed, that the commanding officers had 
given ſtrict orders, Neither Mr, Weſley, nor any of 
his people ſhould be admitted. For they were all 
Athieſts,” But did that man die like an Atheiſt ? Let 
my laſt end be like his! 

Tueſ. April 1. While I was expounding the former 
part of the 23d chapter of the Acts, {How wonderfully 
ſuited to the occaſion, though not. by my choice) the 
floods began to lift up their voice. Some or other of the 
children of Belial had laboured to diſturb us ſeveral 
nights before. But now 1t ſeemed as if all the hoſts of 
the Aliens were come together with one conſent, Not 
only the court and the alleys, but all the ſtreet, upwards 
and downwards was filled-with people, ſhouting, cur- 
fivg and ſwearing, and ready to ſwallow the ground with 
Kerceneſs and rage. The mayor ſent orders that they 
ihould diſperſe. But they ſet him at nought. The 
Chief conitable came next in perſon, who was till then 

| ſufliciently 
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ſufficiently prejudiced againſt us. But they inſulted 
him alſo in ſo groſs a manner, as I believe fully opened 
his eyes. At length the mayor ſent ſeveral of his offi- 
cers, who took the ringleaders into cuſtody, and did not 
go till all the reſt were diſperſed, Surely he hath been 

to us the miniſter of God for good, | 
Wed. 2. The rioters were brought up to the court, 
the Quarter-Seſſions being held that day. They began 
to excuſe themſelves, by ſaying many things of me. 
But the mayor cut them all ſhort, ſaying, 4 What Mr, 
Weſley is, is nothing to you. I will keep the peace: 
J will have no rioting in this city.“ ä . 

Calling at Newgate in the afternoon, I was-informed,- 
That the poor wretches under ſentence of death, were 
earneſtly deſirous to {peak with me; but that it could 
not be: Alderman Beacher having juſt then ſent an ex- 
preſs order, that they ſhould not.“ I cite Alderman 

Beacher, to anſwer for theſe ſouls, at the judgment- eat 
of Chriſt, . 

Thurſ. 3. I went into the room, weak and faint, The 
ſcripture that came in courſe was, “After the way that 
you call hereſy, ſo worſhip I the God of my Fathers.” 
I know not, whether God hath been ſo with us, from 
the beginning hitherto, He proclaimed, as it were, a- 
general deliverance to the captives. The chains fell 
off: They aroſe and followed him. The cries of deſire, 
Joy, and love, where on every fide. Fear, ſorrow, and 
doubt fled away. Verily, Thou haſt ſent 4 gracious, 
rain upon thine inheritance, and refreſhed. it when it 
Was weary. 

On Good-Friday I was much comforted by Mr, T's 
ſermon at All-Saints, which was according to the truth 
of the goſpel; as well as by the affectionate ſeriouſneſs 
wherewith he delivered the bread to a very large con- 
gregation. May the good Lord fill him with all the 
Jef of love, and with all ſpiritual ble ſſings in Chriſt. 
Jeſus. 

At five, preaching on John xix.,34, © A ſoldier 
Pierced his fide, and there came forth blood and wa- 
ter;“ I was enabled to ſpeak ſtrong words, both con- 
cerning the atoning blood, and the living, ſanctifying 
water, Many were deeply convinced of their want of 
both; and others filled with ſtrong conlolation, 

Mond. 7. At the preſſing inſtance of Howel Harris, 
I again-ſet out for Wales. In the evening I preached re- 
C 2 pentance 
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pentance and remiſſion of ſins, at Lanvachas, three 
miles from the New Paſſage, Tueſ. 8. I preached at 
Ponty-Pool, on „By grace ye are ſaved through faith: 
And in the evening at Lanhithel, three miles from 
2 on © I know that in me dwelleth no good 
thing.” | „ | 

Wedn. 9. After reading prayers in Lanhithel church, 
I preached on thoſe words, Iwill heal their backſlid- 
ing, I will love them freely.” In the afternoon Howel 
Harris told me, how earneſtly many had laboured to 
prejudice him againſt me; eſpecially thole who had 
_ gleaned up all the idle ſtories at Briſtol, and retailed 
them in their own country. And yet theſe are good 
chriſtians! Theſe whiſperers, tale-bearers, back-biters, 
evil-ſpeakers! Juſt ſuch chriſtians as murderers or adul- 
terers. Except ye repent ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh,” 
In the evening I expounded at Cardiff, the ſtory of 
the Phariſee and Publican. The nëxt day, after preach. 
ing thrice, I rode to Watford, five miles from Cardiff, 
where a few of us joined together in prayer, and in pro- 
vok ing one avother to love and to good works. | 

Frid. 11. I preached in Lantarnum church, on, “ By 
grace ye are ſaved through faith.“ In the afternoon I 
preached at Penreul near Ponty-Pool. A few were cut 
to the heart, particularly Mrs. A d, who had ſome 
time before given me up for a Papiſt, Mr. Es, the 
curate, having averred me to be ſuch, upon his perſonal 
knowledge, at her houſe in Ponty-Pool. I afterwards 
called, „O ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.“ 

And there was a ſhaking indeed, Three or four came 
to me, in ſuch mourning as I had hardly ſeen; as did a 
poor drunkard between 11 and 12, who was convinced 
by the word ſpoken on Tueſday. 

Satur, 12. After preaching at Lanvachas in the way, 
in the afternoon I came to Briſtol, and heard the melan- 
choly news, That — one of the chief of thofe who 
came to make the dilturbance on the firſt inſtant, had 

hanged himſelf. He was cut down, it ſeems, alive, but 
died in leſs than an hour: A ſecond of them had been 
for ſome days in ſtrong pain, and had many times ent, 
to defire our prayers, A third came to me himſelf, and 
confeſſed, he was hired that night, and made drunk 
on purpoſe: But when he came to the door, he knew 
not what was the matter, he could not ſtir, norwpen His 
mouth,” | 


M ond, 


enter into the holieſt by the blood of Jeſus, when one 
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Mond. 14. I was explaining the Liberty we have, to 


cried out, as in an agony, Thou art a hypocrite, a 
devil, an enemy to the church. This is falſe doctrine. 


It is not the doctrine of the church. It is damnable 
doctrine. It is the doctrine of devils,” I did not per- 


ceive that any were hurt thereby; but rather ſtrength- 
ened, by having ſuch an opportunity of confirming their” 
love toward him, and returning good for evil. 

Tueſ. 15. I received the following note: 

Sir, © This is to let you underſtand, That the man: 
which made the noiſe laſt night, is named John Beon:- 
He now goes by the name of John Darſy, He is a ro- 
miſh prieſt, We have people enough here in Briſtol]: 
that know him,” 

Sat. 19. I received a letter from Mr. Simpſon, and 
another from William Oxlee, informing me, that our 
poor brethren at Fetter-lane were again in great confu- 
ſion; and earneſtly defiring, that if it were poſſible, I 
would come to London. without delay. 

Mond. 21. I ſet out, and the next evening reached 
London. Wedn, 2g. I went to Mr. Simpſon. He told 


me, „All the confuſion was owing to my brother, Who 


would preach up the ordinances: Whereas behevers, ſaid: 


he, are not ſubjeft to ordinances : and unbelievers have no- 
thing to do with them, They ought to be fill; otherwiſe” 
they will be unbelievers all the days of their life.“ After 


a fruitleſs diſpute of about two hours, I returned home 


with a heavy heart, Mr. Molther was taken ill this 
day. I believe it was the hand of Gad that was upon 
him, In the evening, our ſociety met; but cold, wea- 
ry, heartleſs, dead. I found nothing of brotherly-love. 
among them now, but a harſh, dry, heavy, ſtupid ſpirit. 
For two hours, they looked one at another, when they 


looked up at all, as if one half of them was afraid of the 


other; yea, as if a voice were ſounding in their ears, 
Take ye heed every one of his neighbour: Truſt ye 
not in any brother, For every brother will utterly ſup- 
Plant, and every neighbour will walk with ſlanders.““ 

I think, not ſo few as thirty perſons ſpoke to me in 
theſe two days, who had been ſtrongly: ſolicited, 1. 
To deny what God had done for their ſouls, to own 
they never had living faith: 2. To be fill, till they had 
it; to leave off all the means of grace; not to go to 
church, not to communicate, not to ſearch the ſcripture, 


C3. not 
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not to uſe private prayer; at leaſt, not ſo much, or not 
vocally, or not at any ſtated times. 

Friday 23. My brother and I went to Mr, Molther 
again, and ſpent two hours in converſation with him, 
He now allo explicitly affirmed, 1. That there are no 
degrees in faith; that none has any faith who has ever 
any doubt or fear, and that none is juſtified, *till he has 
a clean heart, with the perpetual indwelling of Chriſt, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt: And 2, That every one who 
hath not this, ought, *till he has it, to be fill: that is, 
as he explained it, not to uſe the ordinances, or means 
of grace, fo called, He alſo expreſsly aſſerted, 1. That 
to thoſe who have a clean heart, the ordinances are not 
matter of duty, They are not commanded to uſe them: 
They are free; they may uſe them, or they may not : 
2. That thoſe who have not a clean heart, ought not to 

uſe them, particularly not to communicate: Becauſe 
God neither commands nor defigns they ſhould, (com- 
manding them to none, deſigning them only for belie— 
vers) and becauſe they are not means of grace: their be- 


| IS ſuch thing as means of grace, but Chriſt only,” 


en or twelve perfons ſpoke to me this day alſo, and 


many more the day following, who had been greatly 


troubled by this new goſpel, and thrown into the utmoſt 
heavineſs: And indeed wherever I went, I found more 
and more proofs of the grievous confuſion it had occa- 
fioned: Many coming to me day by day, who were once 
full of peace and love, but were now again plunged into 
doubts and fears, and driven even to their wit's end, I 
was now utterly at a loſs what courſe to take, finding 
no reſt for the ſole of my foot. Theſe vain Fanglings 
purſued me wherever I went, and were always founding 
in my ears. | | 

- Wean, go, I went to my friend (that was!) Mr. St— 
at Iſlington. But he alſo immediately entered upon the 
ſubjeR, telling me, Now he was fully aſſured, that no 
one has any degree of faith, *till he is perfect as God is 
perfect. I aſked, © Have you then no degree of faith? 


He ſaid, ** No; for J have not a clean heart.” I turn- 


ed and aſked the ſervant, « Eſther, Have you a clean 
heart? ſhe ſaid, No; my heart is deſperately wicked. 


But I have no doubt or fear, I know my Saviour loves 


me. And I love him. I feel it every moment.“ I then 
plainly told her maſter, “ Here is an end of your rea 
; | OnInge. 
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ſoning. This is the ſtate, the exiſtence of which you 
deny.” | 


Thence I went to the little ſociety here, which had 


| ſtood untainted from the beginning. But the plague. 


was now ſpread to them alſo, One of them who had 
been long full of joy in believing, now denied ſhe had. 
any faith at all, and ſaid, „Till ſhe had, ſhe would 


communicate no more,” Another, who ſaid, „ She 


had the faith that overcometh the world, added, “ She 


had not communicated for ſome weeks, and it was all 


one to her whether ſhe did or no; for a believer was 
not ſubject to ordinances.” In the evening, one of the 
fiſt things ſtarted at Fetter-lane, was, the queſtion con- 
cerning the ordinances, But I intreated, we might not 
be always diſputing; but rather give ourſelves unto 
prayer, I endeavoured all this time, both by explaining 
in publick thoſe ſcriptures which had been miſunder- 
{tood, and by private cenverfation, to bring back thoſe 
who had been led out of the way ; and having now de- 
livered my own ſoul, on Friday, May 2, I left London; 
and next evening came to Briſtol, | 
Sund. 4. I preached in the morning at the School, 


and in the afternoon at Roſe-Green, on * I determined 


not to know any thing among you, ſave Jeſus Chriſt and 
him crucified,” | Hs 
Mond. 5. I expounded thoſe words, “ I write unto 
you, little children, becauſe your fins are forgiven you:“ 
And deſcribed the ſtate of thoſe who have forgiveneſs 
of ſins, but have not yet a clean heart, | 

Wed. 7. I prayed with a poor helpleſs ſinner, who 
had been all his life-time ſubject to bondage. But our Lord 
now proclaimed deliverance to the captive, and he re- 
Joiced with joy unſpeakable. All the next day his 
_ was filled with praiſe, and on Friday he fell 
alleep. i | 

Thur, 8. I was greatly refreſhed by converſing with 
ſeveral, who were indeed as little children, not artful, 
not wiſe in their own eyes, not doting on controverſy 
and ſtrife of words; but truly determined to know no- 
thing ſave Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified, 

Frid. 9. I was a little ſurprized at ſome, who were 
buffeted of Satan in an unuſual manner, by ſuch a ſpi- 
rit of laughter as they could in no wile reſiſt, though it 
was pain and grief unto them, I could ſcarce have be- 


| lieved the account they gave me, had I not known the 


{ame 
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_ fame thing ten or eleven years ago. Part of Sunday my 
brother and I then uſed to ſpend in walking-in the mea. 
dows and ſinging pſalms. But one day, juſt as we wete 
beginning to ſing, he burſt out into a loud laughter, I. 
aſked him, „If he was diſtracted? *”* and began to be 
very angry, and preſently afterwards to laugh as loud 
as he, Nor could we poſſibly refrain, though we were 
ready to tear ourſelves in pieces, but were forced to gg 
home, without ſinging another line. 
Tueſd. 13, In the evening I went to Upton, a little 
town five or fix miles from Briſtol, and offered to all 
thoſe who had ears to hear, repentance and remiſſion of 
fins. The Devil knew his kingdom ſhook, and there- 
fore ſtirred up his ſervants, to ring bells, and make all 
the noiſe they could. But my voice prevailed, ſo that 
- moſt of thoſe that were preſent, heard the word which 
3s able to ſave their ſouls. Io. | 

Wedn, 14. I viſited one of our colliers, who was ill 
of the {mall-pox, His ſoul was full of peace, and a day 
or two after, returned to God that gave it. 

Sat. 17. I found more and more undeniable proofs, 
that the chriſtian ſtate is a continual warfare, and that 
we have need every moment to watch and pray, leſt we 
enter into temptation, Outward trials indeed were 
now removed, and peace was now in our borders, 
But ſo much the more did inward trials abound; and 
if one member ſuffered, all the members ſuffered with 
it. So i{trange a ſympathy did I never obſerve before: 
Whatever conſiderable temptation fell on any one, un- 
. accountably ſpreading itſelf to the reſt, fo that exceed - 
ing few were able to eſcape it. 
Sund. 18. LE endeavoured to explain thoſe important 
words of St. Peter, © Beloved, think it not ſtrange con- 
cerning the fiery trial, which is to try you, as if ſome 
itrange thing happened unto you, My E:nCo0e r 27 vn 
gor we . αeαννẽE RU,XA voin Literally, Marvel not 
at the burning in you, which is for your trial. 

Wed. 21, In the evening, ſuch a ſpirit of laughter 
was ameng us, that many were much offended. But 
the attention of all was ſoon fixed on poor L—a S-—-, 
whom we all knew to be no diſſembler. One ſo violent- 
ly-and variouſly torn. of the evil one, did never ſee 


before. Sometimes ſhe laughed *till almoſt ſtrangled; 
then broke out into curſing and blaſpheming ; then 
FAKamped and ſtruggled with incredible ſtrength, fo that 


four 
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four or five could ſcarce hold her: Then cried out, 
« O eternity, eternity! O that I had no ſoul! O that 


J had never been born!“ At laſt ſhe faintly called on 


Chriſt to help her. And the violence of her pangs 
ceaſed. | 
Moſt of our brethren and ſiſters were now fully con- 
vinced that thoſe who were under this ſtrange temptation 
could not help it. Only E----th B—- and Anne H—-n 
were of another mind; being {till ſure, „any one might 
help laughing if ſhe would.“ This they declared to many 
on Thurſday ; but on Friday 23, God ſuffered Satan to 
teach them better. Both of them were ſuddenly ſeized 
in the ſame manner as the reſt, and laughed whether 
they would or no, almoſt without ceaſing. Thus they 
continued ſor two days, a ſpectacle to all; and were then, 
upon prayer made for them, delivered in a moment. 
Mond. 26. 8 -a Ha g, after ſhe had calmly 
rejoiced ſeveral days, in the midſt of violent pain, found 
at once a return of eaſe and health and ſtrength; and 
aroſe and went to her common buſineſs. EE 
Sund. June 1, Iexplained the Reſt which remaineth 
here for the people of God, in the morning at Kingſwood 
School, and in the evening at Roſe-Green, to b or 7000 
. I afterwards exhorted our ſociety, (the time 
eing come that I was to leave them for a ſeaſon) to 
pray always, that they might not faint in their minds, 
though they were wreſtling not with fleſh and blood, 
but with principalities and powers, and ſpiritual wick- 
edneſs in high places. | 
Mond. 2. I left Briſtol, and rode by Avon and Malmſ- 
bury (where J preached in the evening) to Oxford, 
Two or thice even here had not yet been perſuaded to 
cait away their conhdence : One of whom was ſtill full 
of her firſt love, which ſhe had received at the Lord's 


| Table, 


Thurſ. 5, I came to London; where finding a general 
temptation prevail, of leaving off good works, in order 
to an increalc of faith, I began on Friday 6, to expound 
the epiſtle of St, James, the great antidote againſt this 
poiſon, I then went to Mr. 8 once again, to try 
if we could yet come to any agreement: But O, what 
an interview was there! He ſeriouſly told me, © He 
was going to fell his living only the purchaſer did not 
ſeem quite willing to come up to his price, He would 


| fain have proved to me the lawfulnels of doing this; 


and 
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and in order thereto he averred roundly, 1. That no 
"honeſt man can offictate-as a miniſter in the church ot 


England. 2. That no man can with a good conſcience 


join in the prayers of the church, becauſe (ſaid he) they 


are all full of horrid lies. 

Mond. 9. A woman came to me from Deptford, 
6 ſent (as ſhe ſaid) from God.“ I gave her the hearing: 
And ſhe ſpoke great words and true, But I remember. 
ed, Judge nothing before the time, 

Wed. 11, I went with Mr. Ingham to Iflington, pur. 
poſely to talk with Mr. Molther. But they ſaid, he 
was ſo ill, he could not be fpoken to. In the evening 
T went to Fetter- lane, and plainly told our poor, confu. 
Ted, ſhattered ſociety, wherein they had erred from the 


faith. It was as 1 feared; they could not receive my 


laying. However I am clear from the blood of thele 


men. 


'Frid. 13. A great part of our ſociety joined with yz 
* W and kept, I truſt, an acceptable faſt unto the 

ord, | 

Wedn. 18. My brother ſet out for Briſtol. At fix [ 
7 anne in Marybone-Fields; (much againft my wil, 
but 'I believed it was the will of God) Repentance and 
remiſſion of ſins. All were quiet, and the far greater 


part of the hearers, ſeemed deeply attentive, Thence 
I went to our own fociety of Fetter-lane Before whom 


Mr. Ingham (being to leave London on the morroy) 
bore a noble teſtimony, for the ordinances of God, and 
the reality of ' weak faith, But the ſhort anſwer was, 
„ You are blind, and ſpeak of the things you know nt; 

'Fhurlſ., 19. We difcovered another ſnare of the Dc 
vil. The Woman of Deptford had ſpoke plain to Mr, 
Humphreys, ordering him, Not to preach, to leave 
off doing good, and in a word, To be till.“ We talkel 
largely with her, and ſhe was humbled in the duſt, un 


der a deep ſenſe of the advantage Satan had gained 
over her, | 


In the evening, Mr. Acourt. complained, that VM: 


Nowers had hindered his going into our ſociety. Mt 


Nowers anſwered, It was by Mr. C. Welley's order, 

% What, ſaid Mr. A---) do you refuſe admitting 

perſon inte your ſociety, only becauſe he differs fron 

you in opinion? I anſwered, “No. But what opinie 

do you mean p -He ſaid, „ That of election. I hold! 

certain number is elected from eternity. And theſe 1 
| | an 
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and ſhall be ſaved. And the reſt of mankind, muſt and 
ſhall be damned. And many of your ſociety hold the 
ſame,” I replied, © I never aſked, whether they hold 
it or no. Only let them not trouble others by diſputing; 
about it.“ He ſaid, 5 Nay, but I wil diſpute about it.“ 
What, wherever you come? «© Yes, wherever I come.“ 
Why then would you come among us? Who you 
know are of another mind? Becauſe you are all wrong, 
and I am reſolved to ſet you all right.“ I fear your 
coming with this view, would neither profit you. nor 
us. He concluded, „ Then I will go and tell all the 
world, That you and your brother are falſe prophets. 
And | tell you, in one fortnight, you will all be in con- 


fuſion. f 


Frid. 20. I mentioned this to our ſociety, and with- 
out entering into the controverſy, beſought all of them 
who were weak in the faith, not to receive one another 
to doubt ful diſputations; but ſimply to follow after ho- 
lineſs, and the things that make for peace. 

Sund. 22. Finding there was no time to delay with- 
out utterly deſtroying the cauſe of God, I began to ex- 
ecute what J had long deſigned, to ſtrike at the root of 
the grand deluſion, Accordingly from thoſe words of 
Jeremiah, © Stand ye in the way, aſk for the old paths.” 
I took occaſion to give a plain account, both of the 
work which God had begun among us, and of the man- 
ner wherein the enemy had ſown his tares among the 
good ſeed to this effect: | 

„After we had wandered many years in the new 
path, of ſalvation by faith and works; about two years 
ago it pleaſed God to ſhew us the old way, of ſalvation 
by faith only, And many ſoon taſted of this ſalvation, 
being juſtified, freely, having peace with God, rejoicing 
in hope of the glory of God, and having his love ſned 
abroad in their hearts. Theſe now ran the way of his 
commandments: they performed all their duty to God 
and man, They walked in all the ordinances of the 
Lord; and through theſe means which he had appoint- 
ed for that end, received daily grace to help in time of 
need, and went on from faith to faith.“ | 

+ But eight or nine months ago, certain men aroſe, 
ſpeaking contrary: to the doctrines we had received. 
They affirmed, “ That we were all in a: wrong way 
ſtill! That we had no faith at all; that. faith admits of 
no degrees, and conſequently weak faith is no N ; 

| that 


capable of any doubt or fear.“ 


doubt 


| ( 36 ) | 1740, 
that none is juſtified 'till he has a clean heart, and is in. 


They affirmed alſo, That there is no commandment 


in the New Teſtament, but to believe: That no other 


duty lies upon us; and that when a man does believe, 
he is not bound or obliged to do any thing which is 
cpmmanded there: In particular, that he is not ſubje& 
to ordinances, that is, (as they explained it) is not bound 
or obliged, to pray, to communicate, to read or hear 
the ſcriptures; but may or may not uſe any of theſe 
things being in no bondage) according as he finds his 
heart free to it.“ | | | 
They farther affirmed, © That a believer cannot uſe 
any of theſe as a means of grace; that indeed there is no 


ſuch thing as any means of grace, this expreſſion having 
no foundation in ſcripture; and that an unbeliever, or 


one who has not a clean heart, ought not to uſe them 
at all; ought not to pray, or ſearch the ſcriptures, or 
communicate, but to be ſtill, i. e. leave off theſe works 
of the law. And then he will ſurely receive faith, 
which *till he is ſtill, he cannot have.“ 

All theſe aſſertions I propoſed to conſider, The firſt 
was, That weak faith is no faith. 5 

By weak faith I underſtand, 1. That which is mixed 
with fear, particularly of not enduring to the end. 2, 
That which is mixed with doubt, whether we have not 
deceived ourſelves, and whether our fins be indeed for- 
given? g. That which has not yet purified the heart, 
at leaſt not from all its idols, And thus weak I find the 


Faith of almoſt all believers to be, within a ſhort time 


after they have firſt peace with God. | 

Yet that weak faith is faith appears, 1. From St, 
Paul, „Him that is weak in the faith, receive.” 2. 
From St. John, ſpeaking of believers who were little 
children, as well as of young men and fathers. g. From 
our Lord's words, © Why are ye fearful, O ye of 
little faith: O thou of little faith, wherefore didſt thou 

I have prayed for thee (Peter) that thy 

faith fail thee not.” Therefore he then had faith, Yet 
ſo weak was that faith, that not only doubt and fear, but 
groſs fin in the ſame night prevailed over him. 

Nevertheieſs he was clean, by the word Chriſt had 
ſpoken to him, i. e. juſtified, though 'tis plain, he had 
not a clean heart, | EE 

| ; | Therefore 


$940. -. CORES 

Therefore, there are degrees in faith : and weak faith 
may yet be true faith. 5 

Mond. 2g. I conſidered the ſecond aſſertion, that 
there is but one commandment in the New Teſtament, 
viz, To believe: that no other duty lies upon us, and 
that a believer is not obliged to do any thing as com- 
manded, = — 55 

How groſs, palpable a contradiction is this, to the 
whole tenor of the New Teſtament! Every part of 
which is full of commandments, from St. Matthew to 


the Revelations! But it is enough to obſerve, 1. That 


this bold affirmation is ſhameleſsly contrary to our Lord's 
own words, „ Whoſoever ſhall break one of the leaſt 
of theſe commandments, ſhall be called the leaſt in the 


kingdom of heaven: For nothing can be more evident 
than that he here ſpeaks of more than one, of ſeveral 


commandments, which every ſoul, believer or not, is 
obliged to keep as commanded, 2. That this whole 
ſcheme 1s overturned from top to bottom, by that other 
ſentence of our Lord, “ When ye have done all that is 
commanded you,” ſay, We—have done no more 
than it was our duty to do. g. That although to do 
what God commands is a believer's privilege, that does 


not affe& the queſtion, He does it. nevertheleſs, as his 


bounden duty, and as a command of God, 4. That 
this is the ſureſt evidence of his believing, according to 
our Lord's own words, “If ye love me (which cannot 
be unleſs ye believe) keep my commandments, 5. That 
to deſire to do what God commands, but not as a coin- 
mand, 1s to affe& not freedom, but independency. Such 
independency as St. Paul had not ; for though the Son 
had made him free, yet was he not without law to God, 
but under the law to Chriſt: Such as the holy angels 
have not ; for they fulfil his commandments, and hear- 
ken to the voice of his words: Yea, ſuch as Chriſt him- 
ſelf had not; for as the Father had given him com- 
mandment, ſo he ſpake. 

Tueſ. 24. The ſubſtance of my expoſition in the 
morning on, “Why yet are ye ſubject to ordinances ? *? 
Was, . 

From hence it has been inferred, “ That chriſtians 
are not ſubject to the ordinances of Chriſt: ” That 
believers need not, and unbelievers may not uſe them; 
That theſe are not obliged and thoſe are not * 
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ſo to do: That theſe do not ſin, when they abſtain 
from them: But thoſe do fin, when they do not abſtain, 

But with how little reaſon this has been inferred, 


will ſufficiently appear to all who conſider, 


1, That the ordinances here ſpoken of by St. Paul 
are evidently Jewiſh ordinances, ſuch as Touch not, 
taſte not, handle not, and thoſe mentioned a few verles 
before, concerning meats and drinks, and new moons, 
and ſabbaths. 2. That conſequently this has no refe— 
rence to the ordinances of Chriſt, ſuch as prayer, com- 
municating, and ſearching the ſcriptures. g. That 
Chriſt himſelf ſpake, that men ought always to pray; 
and commands, not to forſake the aſſembling ourlelves 
together; to ſearch the ſcriptures, and to eat bread and 
drink wine, in remembrance of him; 4. That the com- 
mands of Chriſt oblige all who are called by his name, 


whether (in ſtrictneſs) believers or unbelievers ; Seeing 


whoſoever breaketh the leaſt of theſe commandments, 


ſhall be called leaſt in the kingdom of heaven. 


In the evening I preached on, © Caſt not away your 
confidence, which hath great recompence of reward.“ 
Ye who have known and felt your fins forgiven, 
caſt not away your confidence, 1, Though your joy 
ſhould die away, your love wax cold, and your peace 
itſelf be roughly aſſaulted: Though, 2. You ſhould 


find doubt or fear, or ſtrong and uninterrupted tempta- 


tion: Yea, though, g. You ſhould find a body of fin 
Aill in you, and thruſting fore at you that you might 
fail, | | | | 

The firſt caſe may be only a fulfilling of your Lord's 
words, „ Yet a little while and ye ſhalf not ſee me. 


Rut he will come unto you again, and your hearts ſhall 


rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you.“ | 

Your being in ſtrong temptation, yea, though it 
ſhould riſe ſo high, as to throw you- into an agony, 
er to make you fear that God had forgotten you, is no 
more a proof that you are not a believer; than our 
Lord's agony, and his crying, „ My God, my God, 
why haſt thou forſaken me?“ was a proof that he was 
not the Son of God, 

Your finding fin remaining in you ſtill, is no proof 
that you are not a believer, Sin does remain in one 


that is juſtified, though it has not dominion over him, 


For he has not a clean heart at firſt, neither are all 
things as yet become new, But fear npt, though you 
0 | | | have 


W 
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have an evil heart. Yet a little while and you ſhall be 
endued with power from on high, whereby you may 

urify yourſelves, even as he is pure, and be holy, as he 
which hath called you is holy. ey 

Wedn. 25. From thoſe words, © All ſcripture is giv- 
en by inſpiration of God,“ I took occaſion to ſpeak of 
the 01 dinances of God, as they are means of grace. 

Although this expreſſion of our church means of grace 
be not found in ſcripture, yet if the ſenſe of it, undeni- 
ably is, to cavil at the term, is a mere ſtrife of words. 

But the ſenſe of it is undeniably found in ſcripture, 
For God hath in ſcripture ordained prayer, reading or 
hearing, and the receiving the Lord's Supper, as the 
ordinary means of conveying his grace to man. And 
firſt, prayer. For thus ſaith the Lord, „ Aſk and it 
ſnall be g ven you, If any man lack wiſdom, let him aſk 
of God.“ Here God plainly ordains prayer, as the 
means of receiving whatſoever grace we want: Particu- 
larly, that wiſdom from above, which is the chief fruit 
of the grace of God, WW 

Here likewiſe God commands all to pray, who deſire 
to receive any grace from him. Here is no reſtriction 
as to believers or unbelievers; but leaſt of all, as to un- 
believers; for ſuch doubtleſs were moſt of thoſe, to 
whom he ſaid, “ Aſk and it ſhall be given you,” 

We know indeed, that the prayer of an unbeliever 1s 
full of fin, Yet let him remember that which is writ- 
ten of one who could not then believe, for he had not 
lo much as heard the goſpel, Cornelius, thy prayers and 
thine alms, are come up for a memorial before God. 

Thurf, 26. I ſhewed concerning the holy ſcriptures, 
1. That to ſearch (i. e. read and hear them) is a com- 
mand of God, 2, That this command 1s given to all, 
believers or unbclievers, g. That this is commanded 
or ordained, as a means of grace, a means of conveying 
the grace of God to all, whether unbelievers (ſuch as 
thole to whom he firſt gave this command, and thoſe 
to whom faith cometh by hearing) or believers, who 
by experience know, that all ſcripture is profitable, 
or a means to this end, that the man of God may be per- 
let, thoroughly furniſhed to all good works. | 

Frid. 27, I preached on, „Do this in remembrance 
of me.“ | 

In the ancient church, every one who was baptized, 
communicated daily, So in the Acts we read,“ They 
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all continued daily in the breaking of bread, and in 

rayer,” | . 

But in later times, many have affirmed, that the 
Lord's Supper is not a converting, but a confirming or. 
dinance. | 

And among us it has been diligently taught, That 
nane but thoſe who are converted, who have received 
the Holy Ghoſt, who are believers in the full ſenſe, 


| ought to communicate. 


But experience ſhews the groſs falſhood of that aſſer. 
tion, that the Lord's ſupper is not a converting ordi- 
nance, Ye are the wirneſſes. For many now preſent 
know, the very beginning of your converſion to God 
(perhaps, in ſome the firſt, deep conviction) was wrought 


at the Lord's Supper. Now one ſingle inſtance of this 


kind, overthrows the whole aſſertion. 

The tallhood of the other aſſertion appears both from 
ſcripture-precept and example. Our Lord commanded 
thoſe very men who were then unconverted, who had 
not yet received the Holy Ghoſt, who (in the full ſenſe 
of the word) were not believers to do this in remem- 
brance of him, Here the precept is clear. And to 
theſe he delivered the elements with his own hands, 
Here is example, equally indiſputable, | 

Sat. 28, I ſhewed at large, 1. That the Lord's Sup- 
per was ordained by God, to be a means of conveying 
to men, either preventing, or juſtifying, or ſanctifying 
grace, according to their ſeveral neceſſities. 2. That 
the perſons for whom it was ordained, are all thoſe who 
know and feel that they want the grace of God, either 

to reſtrain them from fin, or to ſhew their ſins forgiven, 
or to renew their ſouls in the image of God, g. That 
inaſmuch as we come to his table, not to give him any- 
thing, but to receive whatſoever he ſees beſt for us, 
there is no previous preparation indiſpenſably neceſlary; 
but a defire to receive whatſoever he pleaſes to give, 

And 4. That no fitneſs is required at the time of com- 

municating, but a ſenſe of our ſtate, of our utter finful- 
neſs and helpleſſneſs: Every one who knows he is fit 

for hell, being juſt fit to come to Chriſt, in this as well 
as all other ways of his appointment, 

Sund. 29. I preached in the morning at Moorfields, and 
in the evening at Kennington, on Titus iii. 8, and endea- 
voured at both places to explain and enforce the Apol- 
tle's direction, That thoſe who have believed, be careful 
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to maintain good works, The works I particularly 
mentioned were, praying, communicating, ſearching 
the ſcriptures: feeding the hungry, cloathing the naked; 
aſhiting the ſtranger, and viſiting or relieving thoſe that 
are ſick or in priſon. Several of our brethren of Fet- 
ter-lane, being met in the evening, Mr. Simpſon told 
them, 1 had been preaching up the works of the law, 
which (added Mr, VF) we believers are no more 
bound to obey, than the ſubjects of the King of England 
are hound to obey the laws of the King of France. 

Wedn. July 2. I went to the ſociety. But I found 
their hearts were quite eſtranged, Frid, 4, I met a 
little handful of them, who (till ſtand in the old paths, 
But how long they may ſtand, God knoweth, the reſt 
being continually preſſing upon them. Wedn. g. I 
came to an explanation once more, with them all toge- 
ther: But with no effect at all. Tueſday 13. We had 
yet. another conference at large, But in vain; for all 
continued in their own opinions. 

Wedn. 16, One defired me to look into an old book, 
and give her my judgment of it: Particularly of what 
was added at the latter end. This, I found was, The 
myſtick divinity of Dionyſius, and ſeveral extracts near- 
ly allied, thereto, full of the ſame * ſupereſſential dark- 
neſs,” 1 borrowed the book, and going in the even- 
ing to Fetter-lane, read one of thole extracts, to this 
effect: 

« The Scriptures are good, Prayer is good. Com- 
municating is good, Relieving our neighbour is good, 
But to one who is not born of God, none of thele are 
good, but all very evil. For him to read the ſcriptures, 


or to pray, or to communicate, or to do any outward 


work is deadly poiſon, Firſt, let him be born of God. 
Till then let him not do any of theſe things, For if he 
does, he deſtroys himſelf,” 

After reading this twice or thrice over, as diſtinctly 
as I could, I aſked, ** My brethren, is this right, or is 
it wrong?” Mr. Bell anſwered immediately, “It is 
right: It is all right, It is the truth; and to this we 
mult all come, or we never can come to Chriſt,” Mr, 
Bray laid, © I believe our brother Bell did not hear 
What you read, or did not rightly underſtand,” By 
Mr, Bell replied ſhort, “ Yes, J heard every word; 
and I underſtand it well. I ſay, it is the truth: It is 
the very truth: It is the inward truth,” 1 

| D 3 | Many 
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Many then lahoured to prove © That my brother and 
J laid two much ſtreſs upon the ordinances, To put 
this matter beyond diſpute, „I (ſaid Mr, Bowes) 
uſed the ordinances twenty years; yet 1 found not 
Chriſt, But I left them off only for a few weeks, and 
1 found Him then. And I am now as cloſe united to 
him as my arm is to my body, | 
One aſked, © Whether they would ſuffer Mr, Weſley 
to preach at Fetter-lane ?“ After a ſhort debate, it was 
anſwered, No. This place is taken for the Germans.“ 
Some aſked, * Whether the Germans had converted 
any ſoul in England ? Whether they had not done ug 
much hurt, inſtead of good, railing a diviſion of which 
we could ſee no end? And whether God did not many 
times uſe Mr. Weſley for the healing our diviſions, 
when we were all in confuſion ? “ Several roundly re. 
plied, * Confuſion! What do you mean? We were 
never in any confuſion at all.” I ſaid, „Brother Ed- 
monds, you ought not to ſay ſo : Becauſe I have your 
letters now in my hands,” Mr. Edmonds replied, 
& That is not the firſt time, I have put darkneſs for 
light, and light for darkneſs,” 5 
Me continued in uſeleſs debate *till about eleven, I 
then gave them up to God. | 
Frid. 18. A few of us joined with my mother in the 
great ſaerifice of thankſgiving; and then conſulted, 
how to proceed with regard to our poor brethren of 
Fetter-lane : We all ſaw the thing was now come to a 
criſis, and were therefore unanimouſly agreed what to do, 
Sunday 20. At Mr. Seward's earneſt requeſt, I 
preached once more in Moorfields, on the work of 
faith, and the patience of hope, and the labour of love, 
A zealous man was ſo kind, as to free us from molt of 
the noiſy, careleſs hearers, {ar ſpeCtators rather) by read- 
ing mean-while, at a ſmall diſtance, a chapter in the 
Whole Duty of Man. I wiſh neither he nor they may 
ever read a worſe book---though I can tell them of a 
better, The Bible. | 
In the evening, I went with Mr. Seward to the Love- 
Feaſt in Fetter-lane : At the concluſion of which hav- 
ing ſaid nothing till then, I read a paper, the ſubſtance 
„ was ts follows: 
% 4 bout nine; months ago, certain of you began to 


ſpeak, contrary to the doctrine we had 'till then receiv« 


1. That 


ed: The ſum of what you allerted is this? 
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1. That there is no ſuch thing as weak faith : That 
there is no juſtifying faith, where there is ever any 
doubt or fear, or, where there 1s not, in the full, pro- 

er ſenſe, a new, a clean heart, | 

2. That a man ought not to uſe thoſe ordinances of 
God, which our church terms means of grace, before 
he has ſuch a faith as excludes all doubt and fear, and 
implies a new, a clean heart, | 

You have often affirmed, That to ſearch the ſerip- 
tures, to pray, or to cummunicate, before we have this 
faith, is to ſeek ſalvation by works; and that 'till theſe 
works are laid aſide, no man can receive faith, 

[ believe theſe aſſertions to be flatly contrary to the 
word of God. I have warned you hereof again and 
again, and beſought you to turn back to the law and 
the teſtimony, I have borne with you long, hoping 
you would turn, But as I find you more and more 


confirmed in the error of your ways, nothing now re- 


mains, but that I ſhould give you up to God, You 
that are of the ſame judgment, follow me.“ 
then, without ſaying any thing more, withdrew, as 


did eighteen or nineteen of the ſociety. 


Tueſ. 22. Mr. Chapman juſt come from Germany, 
gave me a letter from one of our (once) brethren. there: 
Wherein, after denying the gift of God, which he re- 
ceived in England, he adviſed my brother and me, no. 
longer to take upon us to teach and inſtrutt poor ſouls; 
but to deliver them up to the care of the Moravians, 
who alone were able to inſtru them. You (ſaid he) 
only inſtru&t them “ in ſuch errors, that they will be 
damned at laſt,” and added, St, Peter juſtly deſcribes 
you, who have eyes full of adultery and cannot ceaſe 
from fin ; and take upon you to guide unſtable ſouls, 
and lead them in the way of damnation,” 

Wedn. 2g. Our little company met at the Foundry, 
inſtead of Fetter-lane. About twenty- five of our bre- 
thren God had given us already, all of whom think 
and ſpeak the ſame thing; ſeven or eight and forty 
likewiſe, of the fifty women that were in band, defired 
to caſt in their let with us, 

Friday, Aug. 1. I deſcribed that reſt, which remain- 
ed for the people of God. Sunday g. At St. Luke's 
our pariſh church, was fuch a fight, as I believe, was 
never ſeen there before: Several hundred communi- 
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: „ 1740. 
cants, from whoſe very faces one might judge, that they 
indeed ſought him that was crucified. | 

Mond. 4. I dined with one, who told me in all fim. 


plicity, „Sir, I thought laſt week, there could be no 
ſuch reſt as you deſcribed; none in this world, wherein 


we ſhould be ſo free as not to defire eaſe in pain, But 


God has taught me better. For on Friday and Satur— 


day, when I was in the ſtrongeſt pain, I never once had 
one moment's deſire of eaſe; but only, that the will of 


God might be done,” | 


In the evening many were gathered together: at 
Long-lane, on purpoſe to make a diſturbance, havin 
procured a woman to begin, well known in thoſe parts, 
as neither fearing God nor regarding man. . The inſtant 
ſhe broke out, I turned full upon her, and declared the 


love our Lord had for her ſoul, We then prayed, that 
he would confirm the word of his grace, She was 


ſtruck to the heart, and ame covered her face. From 
her I turned to the reſt, o melted away like water, 
and were as men that had no ſtrength. But ſurely 
ſome of them ſhall find, who is their rock and their 
ſtrong ſalvation. | 

Sat. 9. Inſtead of the letters I had lately received, 


I read a few of thoſe formerly received from our poor 


brethren, who have ſince then denied the work of God, 
and vilely caſt away th-ir thield., O who ſhall ſtand 


when the jealous God A viſit for theſe things ? 


Sund. 10. From Gal. vi. 3. I earneſtly warned all 
who had taſted the grace of God, 1. Not to think they 


were juſtified, befor: they had a clear aſſurance, that 


God had forgiven (heir ſins, bringing with it a calm 
peace, the love o God, and dominion over all fin. 
2. Not to think themſelves any thing, after they had 
this, but to. preſs forward for the prize of their high 
calling, even a clean heart, throughly renewed after the 
image of God, in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, 
Mond, 11. Forty or fifty of thoſe who were ſeeking 
ſalvation, delired leave to ſpend the night together, at 
the ſocitety-roo0m, in prayer and giving thanks, Before 
ten L left them and lay down. But I could have no 
quiet reſt, being quite uneaſy in my fleep, as I found 


others were too, that were afleep in other parts of the 


houſe. * Between two and three in the morning I was 
waked, and deſired to come down ſtairs, I immedt- 
ately heard ſuch a confuſed noiſe, as if a number of men 
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were all putting to the ſword, It increaſed when I 
came into the room and began to pray. One whom 1 
particularly obſerved to be roaring aloud for pain, was 
W., who had been always 'till then very ſure, 
that none cried out but hypocrites:“ So had Mrs, 
S- ms allo. But ſhe too now cried to God with a 
loud and bitter cry, It was not long, before God heard 
from his holy place, He ſpake, and all our ſouls were 
comforted, He bruiſed Satan under our feet, and ſor- 

row and {ighing fled away. | 

Sat. 16, I called on one, who being at Long-lane, ' 
on Monday the 4th inſtant, was exceeding angry at 
thoſe that “ pretended to be in fits,” particularly at 
one who dropped down Juſt by her. She-was juit go- 
ing © to kick her out of the way,“ when ſhe dropped 
down herſelf, and continued in violent agonies for an 
hour, Being afraid, when ſhe came to herſelf, that 
her mother would judge of her, as ſhe herſelf had 
done of others, ſhe reſolved to hide it from her, But 
the moment ſhe came into the houſe ſhe dropped down, 
in as violent an agony as before. I left her weary and 
heavy laden, under a deep ſenſe of the juſt judgment 


of God, I 


Sund. 17. I inforced that neceſſary caution, “ Let 
him that {tandeth 8 ou ig, where Jones feems ex- 
pletive, as it is in many other places} take heed leſt he 
fall, Let him that is full of joy and love, take heed 
leſt he fall into pride: He that is in calm peace, leſt he 
fall into defire; and he that is in heavineſs through 
manifold temptations, leſt he fall into anger or impa- 
tience, 

I afterwards heard a ſermon, ſetting forth the duty 
of getting a good eſtate, and keeping a good reputation. 


Is it poſſible to deny, (ſuppoſing the Bible true) that 


ſuch a preacher is a blind leader of the blind? 

Tueſd. 19. I was defired to go and pray with one, 
who had ſent for me- ſeveral times before, lying in the 
New Priſon, under ſentence of death, which was to be 
executed in a few days, I went; but the gaoler ſaid, 
Mr. Wilſon the curate of the pariſh, had ordered 1 
ſhould not ſee him.“ | | 

Wedn, 20. I offered remiſſion of fins, to a ſmall ſeri- 
ous congregation near Deptford, Toward the end a 
company of perſons came in, dreſſed in habits fit for 
their work, and laboured greatly either to n or 
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divert the attention of the hearers, But no man an. 1 


ſooner did I name, the Saviour of ſinners,“ than he 


heard his children preach his goſpel, and had told my old 


Northampton, deeply convinced of ſin, and therefore 


ed God greatly to knit their hearts together, and with 


( 40 } 1740. 


ſwering them a word, they were ſoon weary and went F 
away. | 

Thurf, 21. I was deeply conſidering thoſe points, 
wherein our German brethren afhrm we err from the 


Faith, and reflecting how much holier ſome of them 


— gue 


were than me, or any people I had yet known. But 
was cut-ſhort in the midſt by thoſe words of St, Paul, 
oY Tim, 21. I charge thee before God, and the 
rd Jeſus Chriſt, and the ele& angels, that thou ob. 
ſerve theſe things, without preferring one before ano. 
ther, doing nothing by partiality. 

Friday 22. I was deſired to pray with an old, har. 
dened ſinner, ſuppoſed to be at the point of death, 
He knew not me, nor ever had heard me preach, I 
ſpoke much, but he opened not his mouth. But no 


burſt out, „ The Savioar of ſinners indeed ! I know 
it, For he has ſaved me, He told me ſo, on Sunday. 
morning, And he ſaid, I ſhould not die yet, 'till I had 


companions in fin, that he is ready to ſave them too.“ 
Sat. 23. A gentlewoman, (one Mrs, C——) deſired 

to ſpeak with me, and related a ſtrange ſtory. On vat, 

the 16th inſtant (as ſhe informed me) one Mrs. G. of 


LED CCI oo Code met ot a at a ne nin Yo wad at 4-25 


an abomination to her huſband, was by him put into 
Bedlam, On Tueſday, ſhe ſlipped out of the gate, 
with ſome other company: And after a while, not 
knowing whither to go, ſat down at Mrs. C's door, 
Mrs. C. knowing nothing of her, adviſed her the next 
day to go to Bedlam again : And went with her, wherc 
ſhe was then chained down, and treated in the uſual 
manner. This 1s the juſtice of men ! A poor highway- 
man is hanged: and Mr. G. eſteemed a very honeſt 
man! 

Thurf. 28. I deſired one who had ſeen affliction her- 
ſelf, to go and viſit Mrs. G. in Bedlam, where it pleal- 


his £omforts to refreſh their ſouls. ; 
Diſputes being now at an end, and all things quiet 

and calm, on Monday, September 1. I left London, 

and the -next evening found my brother at Briſtol, 

ſwiftly recovering from his fever. At 7. it pleaſed God 

to apply thoſe words to the hearts of many re Ants 
: 6 Ho 
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« How ſhall I give thee up Ephraim? How ſhall I de- 
liver th e Iſrael ? How ſhall I make thee as Ad nah? 
Hb {hail I ſet thee as Zeboin ? Mine heart is turned 
within me: My repentings are kindled together, Hoſ, 
x1. 8, | 

Wedn. g. I met with one who having been lifted 
up with the abundance of joy which God had given her, 
had fallen into ſuch blaſphemies and vain imaginations, 
as are not common to men, In the afternoon I found 
another inſtance, nearly, I fear, of the ſame kind: One 
who after much of the love of God ſhed abroad in her 
heart, was become wile, far above what is written, and 
ſet her private revelations (ſo called) on the felf-ſame 
foot with the written word. She zealouſly maintained, 
1. * That Chriſt had died for angels as well as men. 
2. That none of the angels kept their firſt eſtate, but all 
ſinned, lels or more. 3. That by the death of Chriſt 
three things were effected: one part of the fallen ſpirits 
were elected, and immediately confirmed in holineſs and 
happineſs, who are now the holy angels: another part 
of them, having more deeply ſinned, were reprobated, 
who are now devils: And the third part, allowed a 
farther trial, and in order thereto, ſent down from hea- 
ven, and impiiſoned in bodies of fleſh.and blood, who 
are now hum?n ſouls.“ In the evening I earneſtly be- 
fought them all, To keep clear of vain ſpeculations, 
aud feck vuly for the plain, practical truth, which is 
after godlineſs. N 

Thurf, 4. A remarkable cauſe was tried. Some time 
fince, ſeveral men made a great diſturbance, during the 
evening ſermon here, behaving rudely to the women, 
and {triking the men who ſpake not to them. A con- 
ſtable ſtanding by, pulled out his ſtaff, and commanded 
them to keep the peace. Upon this one of them ſwore 
he would be revenged: And going immediately to a 
juſtice, made oath, that he (thevconſtable\ had picked 
his pocket, who was accordingly buund over to the 
next Sellions, At theſe, not only the ſame man, but 
two of his companions, ſwore the ſame thing. But there 
being eighteen or twenty witneſſes on the other ſide, 
the jury eahly {aw through the whole proceeding, and 
without goirz out at all, or any demur, brought in the 
priſoner, not guilty. 

Frid, 5. Our Lord brought home many of his baniſh« 
ed ones, In the evening we cried mightily AO 
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That brotherly love might continue and increaſe, And 
it was according to our faith, 

Sat. 6, I met the bands in Kingſwood, and warned 
them with all authority, © To beware of being wiſe 


above that is written, and to deſire to know nothing 


but Chriſt crucified,” 
Mond. 8. We ſet out early in the morning, and the 


next evening came to London, Wedn. 10. I viſited 
one that was in violent pain, and conſumed away with 


pining ſickneſs: but in every thing giving thanks, and 
reatly rejoicing in hope of the glory of God, From 
Fer we went to another, dangerouſlly ill of the ſmall-pox, 


Þut defiring neither life nor eaſe, but only the holy will 


of God, If theſe are unbelievers, (as ſome of the fill 
Brethren have lately told them) I am content to be an 


unbeliever all my days. 


Thurſ. 11. I viſited a poor woman, who lying ill, be- 
tween her two ſick children, without either phyſick 
or food convenient for her, was mightily praiſing God 
her Saviour; and teſtifying as often as ſhe could ſpeak, 
her deſire to be diflolved and to be with Chriſt. 

Sund. 14. As I returned home in the evening, I. 
had no ſooner ſtepped out of the coach, than the mob, 
who were gathered jn great numbers about my door, 
quite cloſed me in. I rejoiced, and bleſſed God, know- 
ing this was the time I had long been looking for: 
And immediately ſpake to thoſe that were next me, 
of righteouſneſs and judgment to come. At firſt not 
many Feard, the noiſe round about us being exceeding 
great. But the filence ſpread farther and farther, till 
J had a quiet, attentive congregation, And when J 
left them, they all ſhewed much love, and diſmiſſed me 
with many bleſſings. | 

Tueſ. 16. Many more, who came in among us 28 
lions, in a ſhort ſpace became as lambs; the tears trick- 
ling apace down their cheeks, who at firſt moſt loudly 
contraditted and blaſphemed. I wonder the Devil has 
not wiſdom enough to diſcern, that he is deſtroying his 
own kingdom. believe, he has never yet, any on? 


time, cauſed his open oppoſition to the truth of God, 
without loſing one, or more, of his ſervants, who were 
found of God, while they ſought him not. 

Wedn. 17. A poor woman gave me an account, of 
what I think ought never to be forgotten. lt was 
four years (ſhe laid) ſince her ſon, Peter Shaw, then 

| nineteen 
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nineteen or twenty years old, by hearing 2 fermon of 
Mr. Wh—---y's, fell into great uneaſineſs. She thought 


he was ill, and would have ſent for a phyſician ; but 


he ſaid, “ No, no. Send for Mr. Wh—. He was 
ſent for and came, and afrer aſking a few queſtions, 
told her, “ The boy is mad. Get a coach, and carry 
him to Dr, M=—, Uſe my name, I have ſent ſeveral 
ſuch to him.” Accordingly ſhe got a coach, and went 
with him immediately to Dr. M 's houſe, When 
the doctor came in, the young man roſe and ſaid, © Sir, 
Mr. Wh—--- has ſent me to you.“ The doctor aſked, 
« Is Mr. Wh—--- your miniſter?” And bid him put 
out his tongue. Then, without aſking any queſtions, 
he told his mother, * Chuſe your apothecary, and I 
will preſcribe.” According to his prelcriptions, they 
the next day blooded him largely, confined him to © 
dark room, and put a ſtrong bliſter on each of his arms, 
with another over all his head. But {till he was as 
mad as before, praying or ſinging, or giving thanks 
continually : Of which having laboured to cure him 
for ix weeks in vain, though he was now ſo weak he 
could not ſtand alone, his mother diſmiſſed the doctor 
and apothecary, and let him be beſide himſelf in 
eace. | | 
Thurſ. 18, The Prine of the Air made another at- 

tempt, in defence of his tottering kingdom, A great 
number of men having got into the middle of the Foun. 
dry began to ſpeak big, ſwelling words: So that my voice 
could hardly be heard, while I was reading the 14th 
chapter of the Acts. But immediately after, the ham- 
mer of the word brake the rocks in pieces: All quietly 

heard the glad-tidings of ſalvation, and ſome, I truſt, 


not in vain, 


Mond. 22. Wanting a little time for retirement, 
which it was almoſt impoſſible for me to have in Lon- 
don, I went to Mr, Piers's, at Bexley : Where in the 
mornings and evenings, I expounded the ſermon on 
the mount; and had leiſure during the reſt of the 


day, for. buſineſs of other kinds. On Sat. 27. I re- 


turned, | 
Sund. 28, I began expcunding the ſame ſcripture. 
at London, In the afterno: n I deſcribed to a nume- 
rous congregation at Kennington, *The life of God in 
the foul.” One perſon who ſtood on the mount made 
« Little noiſe at firlt, But a gentieman (whom I knew 
E 


not) | 
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not) walked up to him, and without ſaying one word: 


mildly took him by the hand, and led him down 


From that time he was quiet till he went away, 

When I came home, I found an innumerable mob 
round the door, who opened all their throats the mo- 
ment they faw me. I defired my friends, to go into 
the houſe, and then walking into the midſt of the people 

roclaimed the name of the Lord, gracious and mer- 
ciful, and repenting him of the evil. They ſtood 
Haring one at another. I told them they could not flee 
from the face of this great God: And therefore beſought 
them, that we might all join together, in crying to him 
for mercy. To this they readily agreed : I then com- 
mended them to his grace, and went undiſturbed to the 
little company within. : 5 

Tueſ. 30. As I was expounding the 12th of the Acts, 
a young man, with ſome others, ruſhed in, curſing and 
{ſwearing vehemently, and ſ{o- diſturbed all near him, 
that after a time they put him out, I obſerved it, and 
called to let him come in, that our Lord might bid his 
chains fall off. As ſoon as the ſermon was over, he 
came and declared before us all, „That he was a ſmug— 
gler, then going on that work,” as his diſguiſe, and the 
great bag he had with him ſhewed, But he ſaid, “He 


mult never do this more, For he was now reſolved,” 


To have the Lord for his God.“ 

Sund. 5. I explained the difference between being 
called a chriſtian, and being ſo. And God over-ruled 
the madneſs of the people; ſo that after I had ſpoke 
a few words, they were quiet and attentive to the 
—_— 

Mond. 6. While I was preaching at Iſlington, and 


| rebuking ſharply, thoſe that had made ſhipwreck of 


the faith, a woman dropped down, ſtruck as was ſup» 
poſed with death, having the uſe of all her limbs quite 
taken from her. But ſhe knew the next day, ſhe 
ſhould not die, but live, and declare the loving kind- 
neſs of the Lord. 


Tueſ. 14. I met with a perſon who was to be pitied 


indeed. He was once a zealous papiſt, but being con- 
vinced he was wrong, caſt off popery and chriſtianity 
together. He told me at once, “ Sir, I ſcorn to deceive 
you, pr any man living. Don't tell me of your Bible. 


= FT value it not, I do not believe a word of it.” I aſked, 
Do you believe there is a God? And what do you 


believe 


1 „ www WIHco kd hdd 6s ue 


img ann i. 1 


1740. F 5 
believe concerning him? He replied, *I know there 
is a God. And I believe him to be the ſoul of all, the 
Anima Mundi If he be not rather, as I ſometimes think 
is more probable, the To Nav, the whole compages of 
body and ſpirit, every where diffuſed. But farther 
than this, I know not, All is dark; my thought 1s 
loſt, Whence I come, I know not ; nor what or why 
I am; nor whither I am going. But this I know, 
am unhappy. I am weary of life, I wiſh it were at 
an end,” I told him, «© I would pray to the God in 
whom I believed, to ſhew him more light before he 
went hence; and to convince him, how much ad- 
vantage every Way a believer in Chriſt had over an 
infidel. 

Sund. 19. I found one who was a freſh inſtance of 
that ſtrange truth, the ſervants of God ſuffer nothing. 
His body was well-nigh torn aſſunder with pain. But 
God made all his bed in his ſickneſs. So that he was 
continually giving thanks to God, and making his boaſt 
of his praiſe, | 

At five, I beſought all that were preſent, to be fol- 
lowers of God, as dear children, and to walk in love 
as Chriſt alſo loved us, and gave himſelf for us, Many 
who were gathered together for that purpoſe, endea- 
voured by ſhouting to drown my voice, but I turned 


upon them immediately, and offered them deliverance 


from their hard maſter, The word ſunk deep into them, 
and they opened not their mouth, Satan, thy kingdom 


| hath ſuffered loſs, Thou foal! How long wilt thou 


contend with him that is mightier than thou? 

Mond. 20. TI began declaring that goſpel of Chriſt, 
which is the power of God unto ſalvation, in the 
midit of the publicans and finners, at Short's Gardens, 
Drury-Lane. 

Wedn. 22, I ſpent an hour with Mr. St—, O what 
TWanoyia (perſuaſivenels of ſpeech) is here! Surely, 
all the deceivableneſs of unrighteouſneſs. Who can 
elcape, except God be with him? | I 
- Thurſ, 23. I was informed of an awful providence. 
A poor wretch, who was here laſt week, curſing, and 
blaſpheming, and labouring with all his might, to hin- 
der the word of God, had afterwards boaſted to many, 
that © he would come again on Sunday, and no man 
ſhould ſtop his mouth then,” But on Friday God laid 
his hand upon him, and on Sunday he was buried, 


E 2 Yet 


77 2 


r — — 
— — 
* renn. Men 


—— — 9 
2 0 - — 
— . rnd, ary 
— — —————ů — — — —— 
— — — — 2 
— — 2 — 2 eg up — — — — * 8 oF — 
5 Ty L p — 2 ens tpn > y - 2 — 
be eng — 4 - - r 2 wn gy _—_ | < « 7 B Ed 
by f a + Is FDA ERIE — N e r e . 25 


| „ 1740. 
Yet on Sunday the 26th, while I was enforcing that 


great queſtion, with an eye to the ſpiritual reſurrection, 


„% Why ſhould it be thought a thing incredible with 
you, that God ſhould raiſe the dead?” The many. 

eaded beaſt began to roar again. I again proclaimed 
deliverance to the captives.” And their deep attention 
Thewed, that the word ſent to them, did not return 

Mond. 27. The ſurprizing news of poor Mr. S—d's 
death was confirmed. Surely God will maintain his 
own Cauſe, Righteous art thou, O Lord! 

Sat, Nov. 1. While I was preaching at Long-Lane, 
the ſtorm was ſo exceeding high, that the houſe we were 
in, ſhook continually, But ſo much the more did 
many rejoice. in him, whom the winds and the ſeas 
obey, finding they were ready to obey his call, if he 
ſhould then require their ſouls of them. | 

Mond. 3. We diſtributed, as every one had need, 
among the numerous poor of our ſociety, the clothes 
of ſeveral kinds, which many who could ſpare them, 
had brought for that purpoſe, 

Sund. 9. I had the comfort of finding all our bre- 
thren that are in band, of one heart and of one 
mind, | 

Monday 10, Early in the morning I ſet out, and the 
next evening came to Briſtol, 

I found my brother, (to ſupply whoſe abſence 1 


came) had been in Wales for ſome days. The next 


morning I enquired particularly into the ſtate of the 
little lock, In the afternoon we met together, to 


£5 er ſouls before God, and beſeech him to 


ring back into the way, thoſe who have erred from 
his commandments, | 
I ſpent the reſt of the week in ſpeaking with as many 
as I could, either comforting the feeble- minded, or con- 
firming the wavering, or endeavouring to find and fave 
that which was loſt. : | 
Sund. 16. After communicating at St, James's, our 
ariſh church, with a numerous congregation, I vilited 
at of the ſick, Moſt of them were ill of the ſpot- 
ted fever: which, they informed me, had been ex- 
tremely mortal, few perſons recovering from it. But 
God had ſaid, Hitherto ſhalt thou come, I believe 
there was not one with whom we were, but recovered. 


Monday, 
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. Monday, Tueſday and Wedneſday, I viſited many 
; more, partly of thoſe that were ſick or weak, partly 

l of the lame that had been turned out of the way; 
; having confidence in God, that he would yet return. 

| unto every one of thele, and leave a bleſſing behin 
1 a 
1 


him. . 9 
Thurſ. 20. My brother returned from Wales, So, 
early on Friday 21, I left Briſtol, and on Sat. in the 


$ afternoon, came ſafe to London. | 
$ Tueſ. 23. After ſeveral methods ng > for em- 
ploying thoſe who were out of buſineſs, we determined 


to make a trial of one, which ſeveral of our brethren 


, recommended to us, Our aim was, with as little ex» 
4 pence as poſſible, to keep them at once from want and 
3 from idleneſs, in order to which we took twelve of the 
© pooreſt, and a teacher, into the ſociety room, where 
they were employed for four months, *till ſpring came 
, on, in carding and ſpinning of cotton. And the deſigg 
8 anſwered ; they were employed; and maintained, 
„ with very little more than the produce of their own 
| labour, , | 
2. Friday 28, A gentleman came to me full of good- 
e will, to exhort me, „ not to leave the church; or 
(which was the ſame thing, in his account) to uſe ex- 
e temporary prayer, which (ſaid he) I will prove to a 
demonſtration to be no prayer at all. For you cannot 
1 do two things at once, But thinking how to pray, and 
t praying are two things. Ergo, you cannot both think 
e and pray at once,” Now, may it not be proved by the 
0 {elf-ſame demonſtration, that praying by a form is no 
to prayer at all? e. g. ou cannot do two things at 
m once. But reading and praying are two things. Ergo 
you cannot both read and pray at once.” Q. E. D. 
1 In the afternoon, I was with one of our fiſters, who. 
ne for two days was believed to be in the agonies of death, 
ve being then in travail with her firſt child, “ But the 


ain, ſhe declared, was as nothing to her; her ſoul be- 
ing filled all that time, with joy unſpeakable.” 

Mond. Dec. 1. Finding many of our brethren and 
liſters offended at each other, I appointed the ſeveral 
S accuſers to come and ſpeak face to face with the accu» 
led, Some of them came almoſt every day this week, 
And molt of the offences vaniſhed away, Where any 
de doubt remained, I could only adviſe them each to look 
th to his own heart: And to ſuipend their judgments of 
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our Lord jeſus Chriſt, 


| „ 
each other, till God ſhould bring to light the hidden 
things of darkneſs. \ | 


Friday 12. Having received many unpleafing ac. 


counts concerffing our little ſociety ing Kingſwood, I 


left London, Ind after ſome difficulty and danger, 
| by reaſon of mch ice in the road, on Saturday even- 
ing came to my rother. at Briſtol, who confirmed to 
me what I did nAdelire to hear. | 

Sunday 14. 1 wdyt to Kingſwood, intending, if it 
ſhould pleaſe God, to ſpend ſome time there, if haply 
I might be an inſtrument in his hand, of repairing the 
breaches which had been made: That we might again, 
with one heart and one mouth glorify the Father of 
Monday 15. 1 began expounding, both in the morn-— 
ino and evening, our Lord's ſermon upon the mount. 
In the day-time I laboured to heal the jealouſies and 
miſunderſtandirgs which had ariſen, warnſpg every 
man, and exhorting every man, “See that ye fall not 
out by the way.“ 51 

Tueſ. 16. In the afterngoy I preached on «© Let 
Patience have her perfect wdrk.” The next evening 
Mr. C— came back from a little journey into Wilt- 
ſhire. I was greatly ſurprized, when I went to receive 
him, as uſual, with open arms, to obſerve him quite 
cold, ſo that a ſtranger would have judged, he had 
ſcarce ever ſeen me before, However, for the preſent 
I ſaid nothing, but did him honour before the people. 

Friday 19. I preſſed him to explain his behaviour, 
He told me many ſtories which he had heard of me. 
Yet it ſeemed to me, ſomething was ſtill behind, So J 
deſited we might meet again in the morning. 
Satur. 20. A few of us had a long conference toge- 
ther. Mr, C— now told me plainly, © He could not 


agree with me, becauſe I did not preach the truth, in 


particular, with regard to election,” We then enter- 
ed a little into the controverſy; but without effect. 

Sunday 21. In the morning I enforced thoſe words 
& Beloved, if God ſo loved us, we ought to love one 
another,” Three of our ſiſters I ſaw in the afternoon, 
all ſuppoſed to be near death, and calmly rejoicing 
in hope of ſpeedily going to him whom their ſouls 
loved, | : 

At the love feaſt which we had in the evening zt 
Briitol, ſeventy or eighty of our brethren * 
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that ſne could not believe her ſins were ever forgiven her 


and as many women, the {ame number I had had once 


a writer ! Stiff and trifling/in the ſame breath: Poſi- 


174. (. 55 ) 
from Kingſwood, were preſent, notwithſtanding the 
heavy ſnow. We all walked home together, through 
the molt violent ſtorm of fleet and ov which I 
ever remember; the ſnow alſo lying above knee deep 
in many places. But our hearts were warmed, ſo that 
we went on rejoicing and praiſing God for the con- 
ſolat ion. 

Wedn. 24. My brother ſet out for London. Thurf. 
25, I met with ſuch a caſe, as I do not remember either 
to have known or heard of before, L—a Sm— after 
many years mourning, was filled with peace and joy 
in believing. In the midſt of this, without any diſcern- 
ible cauſe, ſuch a cloud ſuddenly overwhelmed her, 


at all; nor that there was any ſuch thing as forgiveneſs 
of ſins, She could not believe, that the ſcriptures were 
true, not that there was any heaven or hell, or angel, 
or ſpirit, or any God. One more I have ſince found 
in the ſame ſtate. So ſure it is, that all faith is the 
gift of God; which the moment he withdraws, the evil 
heart of unbelief will poiſon the whole ſoul. 

Friday 26. I returned early in the morning to Kings- 
wood, in order to preach at the uſual hour, But my 
congregation was gone to hear Mr, C , ſo that (except 
a few from Briſtol) I had not above two or three men, 


or twice before, 

In the evening I read (nearly) through a treatiſe of 
Dr. John Edwards, on the © Deficiency of human 
knowledge and learning.” Surely, never man wrote 
like this man! At leaſt, none of all whom I have ſeen. 
I have not ſeen ſo haughty, over-bearing, pedantick 


tive and opmiated to the laſt degree, and of courſe 
treating others with no myre good-manners than juſtice, 
But above all, ſour, ill-nqtured, moroſe without a paral- 
lel, which indeed is his/ diſtinguiſhing character. Be 
his opinion right or wrong, if Dr. Edwards's temper 
were the chriſtian temper, I would adjure chriſtianity 
for ever. 

Thuif. 20. I was ſent for by one, who had been a 
zealous oppoſer of this way, Bur the lover of ſouls 
now opened her eyes, and cut her off from truſting in 
the multitude of her good works: fo that finding no 
other hope left, ſhe fled, poor and naked to the blood 


of 
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of the covenant, and a few days after, gladly gave up 


her ſoul, into the hands of her faithful Redeemer, 

At fix, the body of Alice Philips being brought into 
the room, I explained, To-day ſhalt thou be with me 
in Paradiſe.” This was ſhe whom her maſter turned 
away the laſt year, “for receiving the Holy Ghoſt,” 
And ſhe had then ſcarce where to lay her head. But 
ſhe hath now an houſe of God. eternal in the heavens, 

Wedn. 31. Many from Briſtol came over to us, and 
our love was greatly confirmed toward each other, 
At half an hour after eight, the houſe was filled from 
end to end, where we concluded the year, wreſtling 
with God in prayer, and prailing him for the wonder. 
ful work which he had already wrought upon earth, 


January 1, 1741. I explained, „If any man be in | 


Chriſt, he 1s a new creature, But many of our bre- 
thren, I found, had no ears to hear; having diſputed 
away both their faith and love. In the evening, out 
of the fulneſs that was given me, I expounded thoſe 
words of St, Paul (indeed of every true believer} * To 
me to live is Chriſt, and to die is gain.“ 


Satur. 3. The bodies of Ann Cole and Elizabeth 


Davis were buried, I preached before the burial, on 
c Bleſſed are the dead which die in the Lord. Even 
ſo ſaith the ſpirit, For they reſt from their labours, 
and their works do follow them.” Sometime after 
Elizabeth Davis was ſpeechleſs, being deſired to hold 
up her hand, if ſhe knew ſhe was going to God, ſhe 
looked up, and immediately held up both her hands, 


On Wedneſday I had aſked Ann Cole, whether ſhe - 


chole to live or die? She ſaid, „I do not chuſe either, 
I chuſe nothing, I am in my Saviour's hands, and I have 
no will but his. Yet I know, he will reſtore me 
ſoon.” And ſo he did, in a few hours, to The Paradiſe 
of God, 

Sund. 4. I ſhewed the abſolute neceſſity of forget- 
ting the things that are behind, whether works, ſuf- 
ferings or gifts, if we would preſs toward the mark 
of the prize of our high-calling, In the evening, all 
the bands being prelent, both of Briſtol and Kingſ- 
wood, I ſimply related what God had done by me, for 
them of Kingſwood in particular: And what return 
many of them had made, for ſeveral months laſt paſt, 
by their continual diſputes, diviſions and offences, cauſ- 


ing me to go heavily all the day long, 
« Wedn, 
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Wedn. 7. 1 found another believer, patiently wait 
ing for the ſalvation of God, defiring neither health, 
nor eaſo, nor life, nor death, but only that his will 
ſhould be done. | 

Thurf. 8. I expounded the twenty-third Pſalm, and 
many were led forth by the waters of comfort : Two 
eſpecially, who never knew 'till then, that their. ini- 
quities were forgiven and their lin covered. | 

Sunday 11. I met with a ſurptizing inſtance of the 
power of the Devil, While we were at the room, 
Mrs. Js, fitting at home, took the Bible to read. 
But on a ſudden threw it away, ſaying, © I am good 
enough, I will never read or pray more.“ She was 
in the ſame mind when I came; often repeating, * I 
uſed to think, I was full of fin, and that I finned in 
every thing I did. But now I know better. I ama 
good chriſtian, I never did any harm in my life, I 
don't deſire to be any better than 1 am.” She ſpoke 
many things to the ſame effect, plainly ſhewing, that 
the ſpirit of pride, and of lies, had the full dominion 
over her. Monday 12. I aſked, © Do: you deſire to 
be healed ? ”” She ſaid, „I am whole.“ But do you 
defire to be ſaved? She replied, I am ſaved. I ail 
nothing, I am happy.” Yet it was eaſy to diſcern, 
She was in the moſt violent agony, both of body and 
mind: Sweating exceedingly, notwithſtanding the fe- 
vere froſt, and not continuing in the ſame poſture a 
moment. Upon our beginning to pray, ſhe raged be- 
yond meafure, but ſoon ſunk down as dead. In a few 
minutes ſhe revived, and joined in prayer, We left 
her, for the preſent, in peace. | 

Mond. 12, In the evening our ſouls were fo filled 
with the ſpirit of prayer and thankſgiving, that I could 
lcarce tell how to expound, 'till 1 found where it is 
written, „My ſong ſhall be always of the loving-kind- 
neſs of the Lord. With my mouth will 1 ever be 
ſhewing thy truth, from one generation to another, 

All this day Mrs, J—s was in a violent agony, *till 
ſtarting up in the evening, ſhe laid, + Now they have 


done. They have juſt done, C- prayed, and Humph- 


reys preached. (And indeed, io they did.) And 
they are coming hither as faſt as they can,” Quickly 
after they came in. She immediately cried out, Why 
what do you come for! You can't pray. You know 
you can't,” And they could not open their ts 3 
9 
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ſo that after a ſhort time, they were conſtrained to leave 
her as ſhe was. | 

Many came to ſee her on Tueſday; to every one of 
whom ſhe ſpoke, concerning either their actual or their- 
heart-fins, and that ſo cloſely that ſeveral of them went 
away in more haſte than they came, In the afternoon 
Mr. j— ſent to Kingſwood for me. She told him, 
& Mr, Weſley won't come to night, He will come 
in the morning. But God has begun, and he will end 
the work by himſelf, Before fix in the morning J 
ſhall be well.” And about a quarter before ſix the 


next morning, after lying quiet a-while, ſhe broke out, 


6 Peace be unto thee {her huſband.) Peace be unto 
this houſe. The peace of God is come to my foul, 
I know that my Redeemer liveth.” And for ſeveral 
days her mouth was filled with his praiſe, and her talk 
was wholly of his wonderous works, 

Thurſ. 15. I went to one of our brothers, who be- 
ing (as was ſuppoſed) {truck with death, was rejoicing 
with joy unſpeakable, His mouth overflowed with 
praiſe, and his eyes with tears, in hope of going ſoon 
to him he loved. | | + 
Mond. 18, I found, from ſeveral accounts, it was 
abſolutely neceſſary for me to be at London. I there- 
fore deſired the ſociety to meet in the evening, and 
having ſettled things in the beſt manner I could, on 
Tueſday ſet out, and on Wedneſday evening met our 
brethren at the Foundery. 

'Thurf. 22, I' began expounding where my brother 
had left off, viz, at the 4th chapter of the firſt epiſtle 
of St, John, He had not preached the morning before; 
nor intended to do it any more, The Philiſtines are 
upon thee, Sampſon. But the Lord is not departed 
from thee, He ſhall ſtrengthen thee yet again, and 
thou ſhalt be avenged of them, for the loſs of thy eyes.“ 
Sund. 25. I enforced that great command, As we 
have opportunity, let us do good unto all men:“ And 
in the evening, thoſe ſolemn words, * Take heed bre- 


thren, that there be not in any of you, an evil heart of 


unbelief, in departing from the living God.“ 
Wedn. 28. Our old friends, Mr. Gambold and Mr. 
Hall, came to ſee my brother and me. The converla- 
tion turned wholly on filent prayer and quiet waiting 
for God, which they ſaid, was the only poſſible way 
to attain living, ſaving faith, 
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* Sirenum Cantus, & Girces pocula noſtt ? 


Was there ever fo pleaſing a ſcheme? But where is it 
of WM written ? Not in any of thol» books which I account 


ir- the oracles of God, I allow, if there is a better way / 
nt to God than the ſcripture way, this is it. But the pre- ry 
on I judice of education ſo hangs upon me, that I cannot l 
m, think there is. I muſt therefore ſtill wait in the bible- 1 
ne way, from which this differs as light from darkneſs, i 
ad W Frid. Jan, go, I preached in the morning, Then "us 
I WW fhall they faſt in thoſe days;*” and in the afternoon 0 
he W ſpent a ſweet hour in prayer with ſome hundreds of 1" 
at, W our ſociety. | | Wi 
to Sund, Feb. 1. A private letter, wrote to me by Mr, 13 
al, Whitefield, having been printed without either his leave i 
ral or mine, great numbers of copies were given to our 15 
Ik people, both at the door and in the Foundery itſelf, 1 
| Having procured one of them, I related (after 33 bY 
e- ing) the naked fact to the congregation, and told them, 1 
ng I will do juſt what I believe Mr. Whitefield would, 1 
th were he here himſelf.“ Upon which I tore it in pieces 18 
on before them all, Every one who had received it did +188 
the ſame, So that in two minutes, there was not a Wh 
as il whole copy left, Ah poor Ahithophel ! 1 
fa 1b: omnis Effuſus labor ! 9 
n Wedn. 4. Being the General Faſt Day, I preached ns 
ur in the morning on thoſe words, * Shall I not viſit for wo 
theſe things, ſaith the Lord? Shall not my ſoul be aven- 1 
er ged on ſuch a nation as this?“ Coming from the ſer- 1 
He vice at St, Luke's, I found our houle ſo crouded, that 3 
e; the people were ready to tread one upon another. I 7 
re had not deſigned to preach ; but ſeeing ſuch a congre- WW. 
ed cation, I could not think it right to ſend them empty [1 
nd away: And therefore expounded the parable of the WW 
3.5 barren fig- tree. O that it may at length bear fruit! 1 
we From hence I went to Deptford, were many poor "4. 
nd wretches were got together, utterly void both of com- 34 
e- mon ſenſe and common decency. They cried aloud, 4 
of as if juſt come from among the tombs, But they could f | 
not prevail againſt the Holy One of God. Many ot i 
Ir. them were altogether confounded, and I truſt will "8 
a- come again with a better mind. 1 
ng Tuel. 10. (Being Shrove Tueſday) before I began to : 
ay preach, many men of the baſer ſort, having mixed 


themſelves with the women, behaved ſo indecently, as 
| occaſioned 
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occaſioned much diſturbance, A conſtable command- 
ed them, To keep the peace.” In anſwer to which 
they knocked him down, Some who were near ſeized 
on two of them, and by ſhutting the doors, prevented 
any farther conteſt. Thoſe two were afterwards carri- 
ed before a magiſtrate, and on their promiſe of better 
behaviour, diſcharged. | 

Thurſ. 12. My brother returned from Oxford, and 

reached on, „The true way of waiting for God:” 
Thereby diſpelling at once the fears of ſome, and the 
vain hopes of others: who had confidently athrmed, 
7 That Mr. Charles Weſley was {till already, and 
would come to London no more.” | 

Mond. 16. While I was preaching in Long lane, 
the hoſt of the Aliens gathered together. And one 
large ſtone (many of which they threw) went juſt over 
my ſhoulder. But no one was hurt in any degree. For 
thy kingdom ruleth over all, 

All things now being ſettled according to my wiſh, 
on Tueſday 17, I left London. In the afternoon 1 
reached Oxford, and leaving my horſe there, ſet out 
on foot for Stanton- Harcourt, The night overtook 
me in about an hour, accompanied with heavy rain, 
Being wet and weary, and not well knowing my Way, 
I could not help ſaying in my heart, (though aſhamed 
of my want of reſignation to God's will) O that thou 
wouldſt ſtay the bottles of heaven! or at leaſt give me 
light, or an honeſt guide, or ſome help in the manner 
thou knoweſt ! Preſently the rain ceaſed : The moon 
broke out, and a friendly man overtook me, who ſet 
me upon his own horſe, and walked by my fide, 'till we 
came to Mr, Gambold's door, 

Wedneſ. 18. I walked on to Burford : On Thurſday 
to Malmſbury, and the next day to Briſtol. Sat. 21. 
I enquired as fully as I could, concerning the diviſion 
and offences, which, notwithitanding the earneſt cau- 
tions J had given, began afreſh to break out in Kingſ- 
wood, In the afternoon I met a few of the bands there; 
but it was a cold uncomfortable meeting. Sunday 22. 
I endeavoured to ſhew them the ground of many of 
their miſtakes, from thoſe words, © Ye nced not that 
any man teach you, but as that ſame anointing teacheth 
you :* A text which had been frequently brought in 
ſupport of the rankeſt enthuſiaſm. Mr. C, and fifteen 
or twenty others, came up to me after ſermon, I told 
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them „They had not done right, in ſpeaking 4gainft 
me behind my back.” Mr, C—, Ann A-, and T--» 
B-, as the mouth of the reſt replied, “They had ſaid 
no more of me behind my back, than they would ſay 


to my face; which was, That I did preach up man's 


faithfulneſs, and not the faithfulneſs of God.” 
In the evening was our Love-feaſt in Briſto]: In 
the concluſron of which, there being mention made, 


that many of our brethren at Kingſwood had formed 


themſelves into a ſeparate ſociety; I related to them 
at large the effects of the ſeparations which had been 
made from time to time in London: And likewiſe the 
occaſion of this, viz, Mr. C--'s preaching other doctrine 
than that they had before received. The natural conſe- 
quence was, that when my brother and I preached the 
ſame which we had done from the beginning, many 
cenſured and ſpoke againſt us both; whence aroſe end- 


leſs ſtrife and confuſion. . 


T- B--- replied, © Why, we preached falſe doc- 


trine ; we preached, that there is righteouſneſs in man.“ 


I ſaid, „ So there is, after the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is 


imputed to him through faith. But who told you, that 
what we preached was falſe doctrine? Whom would 
you have believed this from, but Mr, C----? Mr, C- 
anſwered, © You do preach righteouſneſs in man, I 
did ſay this. And I ſay it ſtill. However, we are wil- 
ling to join with you, But we will alſo meet apart from 
you. For we meet to confirm one another in thoſe 
truths, which you ſpeak againſt,” 

I replied, * You ſhould have told me this before, 
and not have ſupplanted me in my own houſe, ſtealing 
the hearts of the people, and by private accuſations, 
ſeparating very friends, He ſaid, “I have never pri- 
vately accuſed you.“ I ſaid, „My brethren judge: 
And read as follows : 


Jan. 17, 1741. 

Io the Reverend Mr, Gzoxce WRHITETIE ISD. 
My dear Brother, 

„ That you might come quickly, I have written a 
ſecond time. | 

« I fit ſolitary, like Eli, waiting what will become 
of the ark, And while I wait and fear the carrying of 
it away, from among my people, my trouble increaſes 


daily. How glorious did the goſpel {cem once to flou- 


gun 


— — 0 * 2 — a of 
— — 
S . - > NN — — 
2 3 * ” = " > * 
ware <- — — 7 © 
is — - — — —— pen CERT — a — 8 
* ; LES — — ” — — . 1 der wh ee e 
; : al a , g * : a — = 22222 * SLID Cu a * 6 : . Pit | 
1 = - : - * 1 a CE Wo - > wo ont OAT 1 8 wes 2 9 } 2 c — OP FF. n * * —— * — 4 1 * T « : + 
x — . — E AT ag I f « « — — — 8 — nate T7 — pn 8 7 — ang. 1 —— 2 — 
T 8 , % ac. [> vids -4 * F 7” * * 3 . 5 | Y Lk p ——— 4-8 _ — — 2 2 by 
—_ = MS Cs oor, CREATES. on I ar Act? ooo = * — - 9 n \ WH I — * p wo. a — * YE oP a ” „ 88 — & 8 — a — 5 n 
2 — =* T by 1 n 1 1 v age) - pos 2 — g \ L TS * = as. 5 N * — „ Pre 5 
> 2 Emo? x, 8 . 10 —— 7 » 5 F b I vr >< end oy a * < p< pony > SE - - Nn oP _ J - a - l . 
— * 7%. vg 3 . Pe w EW wad es, dof y UP has 4 ka tc 2 Del _ an 5 2 aye mr; 4 E TE , | - 
— N _— x 2 — Mow a * 8 g * E ED 8 * py N . . 
> 5 Wenn * 1 A * _ 2 * N 22 I 2 . l _ 
5 r — 4 — — a -» 0 d. Wr n * 1 6 7 - 
= "- FE == — - A > i w — Y * 1 
+ > - — _ 84 N * * q Sn, ff Ig. 34 2 n > - 
A ” = ne %, 12, EARL 
- > © 3 
be. ww th f 4 . 


pn 


Ho 41-8 } | 174m. 
riſh in Kingſwood !---I ſpake of the everlaſting love of 
Chriſt with ſweet power.---But now brother Charles 


is ſuffered to open his mouth againſt this truth, while 


the frighted ſheep gaze and fly, as if no ſhepherd was 
among them.---It is juſt as though Satan was now mak= 
ing war with the ſaints, in a more than common way, 
O pray for the diſtreſſed lambs yet left in this place, 
that they faint not. Surely they would, if preaching 
would do it. For they have nothing whereon to reſt 
{who now attend on the {crmons) but their own faith- 
fulneſs. - | | 


& With univerſal redemption brother Charles, pleaſes | 


the world----brother John follows him in every thing, 
I believe no Atheiſt can more preach againſt predeſti- 
nation than they, And all who believe election, are 
counted enemies to God, and called ſo. 


& Fly, dear brother, I am as alone. -I am in the 


midſt of the plague,----If God give thee leave, make 
haſte,” Wy | 
Mr. C--- ſtood up and ſaid, “ That letter is mine, 


I ſent it to Mr, Whitefield, And I do not retract any 


thing in it, nor blame myſelf for ſending it.“ 

Perceiving ſome of our brethren began to ſpeak with 
_ warmth, I defired he would meet me at Kingſwood on 
Saturday, where each of us could {ſpeak more freely, 
and that all things might ſleep *till then. 

Tueſ. 24. The bands meeting at Briſtol, I read over 
the names of the united Society, being determined that 
no diſorderly walker ſhould remain therein,  Accord- 
ingly, I took an account of every perion. 1. To whom 
any reaſonable objection was made. 2, Who was not 
known to and recommended by ſome, on whoſe vera- 
City I could depend, To thoſe who were ſufficiently 
recommended, tickets were given on the following 


days. Moſt of the reſt I had face to face with their 


acculers, and ſuch as either appeared to be innocent, or 
confeſt their faults and promiſed a better behaviour, 
were then received into the Society. The others were 
put. upon trial again, unleſs they voluntarily expelled 
themſelves. About forty were by this means ſeparated 
from us; I truſt, only for a ſeaſon. | : 

Sat. 28. I met the Kingſwood bands again, and heard 


all who deſired it, at large: After which I read the fol, 


lowing paper; « By 
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© By many witneſſes it appears, that ſeveral members 
of the Band Society in Kingſwood, have made it their 
common practice, to ſcoff at the preaching of Mr. John 
and Charles Weſley: That they have cenſured and 
ſpoken evil of them behind their backs, at the very 
time they profeſſed love and eſteem to their faces: 
That they have {tudiouſly endeavoured to prejadice 
other members of that ſociety againſt them; and in or- 


der thereto, have belied and flandered them in divers 


inſtances. | 

© Therefore, not for their opinions, nor for any of 
them (Whether they be right or wrong) but for the 
cauſes above-mentioned, vzz, For their ſcoffing at the 
word and miniſters of God, for their tale-bearing, back- 
biting and evil-ſpeaking, for their diſſembling, lying and 
ſlandering, | 

J John Welley, by the conſent and approbation of 
the Band Society in Kingſwood, do declare the perſons 
above-mentioned, to be no longer members thereof. 
Neither will they be ſo accounted until they ſhall open- 
ly confeſs their fault, and thereby do what in them lies, 
to remove the ſcandal they have given.“ 

At this they ſeemed a little ſhocked at firſt ; but Mr. 
C---, T--- B-, and A--- A-, {oon recovered, and ſaid, 
« They had heard both my brother and me, many times 

reach Popery, However, they would join with us 
if we would, But that they would not own they had 
done any thing amiſs.” | | 

I defired them, to conſider of it yet again, and give 
us their anſwer the next evening. 21 

The next evening, March 1, they gave the ſame an- 
ſwer as before, However, I could not tell how to 
part: But exhorted them to wait yet a little longer, 
and wreſtle with God, that they might know his will 
concerning them. | | 

Friday 6. Being ſtill fearful of doing any thing raſhly, 
or contrary to the great law of love, I conſulted again 
with many of our brethren, concerning the farther ſteps 
I ſhould take. In conſequence of which, on Sat. 7, all 
who could of the ſociety being met together, I told them 
* Open dealing was beſt; ” and I would therefore tell 
them plainly, what I thought (ſetting all opinions aſide) 
had been wrong in many of them, viz, „ 

1.“ Their deſpiſing the miniſters of God and lighting 
his ordinances, 2, Their not ſpeaking or praying when 


| met 
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met together, *till they were ſenſibly moved thereto, 
and g. Their dividing themſelves from their brethren, 
and forming a ſeparate ſociety: | | 

That we could not approve of delaying this mat. 
ter, becauſe the confuſion that Was already increaſed 
daily : 3 
to put a ſtop to theſe growing evils, was for every one 
now to take his choice, and quit one Society, or the 
Other,” 8 | 

1 B. replied, © It is our holding election, is the 
true cauſe of your ſeparating from us,” I anſwered, 
* You know in your own conſcience it is not. There 
are ſeveral Predeſtinarians in our ſocieties both at Lon- 
don and Briſtol: Nor did I ever put any one out of 
either, becauſe he held that opnion.““ 

He ſaid, Well, we will break up our ſociety, on 
condition you will receive and employ Mr. C- as you 
did before.” | | | 

I replied, © My brother has wronged me much. But 
he doth not ſay, „I repent.” - ; 

M. C-— ſaid, „ Unleſs in not ſpeaking in your 
defence, I do not know that I have wronged you at 
all.“ 45 | | 
I rejoined, * It ſeems then nothing remains, but for 
each to chuſe which ſociety he pleaſes,” | 

Then after a ſhort time ſpent in prayer, Mr, CO 
went out, and about half of thoſe. who were prelent, 
with him. | 

Sund. 8. After preaching at Briſtol, on the abuſe 


and the right uſe of the Lord's ſupper, I earneſtly be- 


ſought them at Kingſwood, to beware of ending in 
tongue, either againſt Juſtice, Mercy, or Truth, After 
ſermon, the remains of our ſociety met, and found we 
had great reaſon to bleſs God, for that after fifty-two 
were withdrawn, we had ſtill upwards of ninety left. 
O may theſe, at lealt, hold the unity of the Spirit, in 
the bonds of peace, | 

I will ſhut up this melancholy ſubject with part of a 
letter wrote by my brother about this time. 

6 If you think proper, you may ſhew brother C— 
what follows.“ (N. B. 1 did not think it proper 
hen.) | 

% My deareſt Brother John C-, in much love and 
tenderneſs J ſpeak, You came to Kingſwood, upon 

” | my 


„That, upon the whole, we believed the only way 
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my brother's ſending for you, You ſerved under him 
in the goſpel as a ſon, I need not ſay how well he 
loved you. You uſed the authority he gaye you, to 
overthrow his doctrine. YT ou every where contradicted 
it. (Whether true or falſe is not the queſtion.) But 
you ought firſt to have fairly told him, « I preach 
contrary to you, Are you willing, notwithſtanding, 
that I ſhould continue in your houſe, gainſaying you ? 
If you are not, I have no place in theſe regions. You 
have a right to this open dealing. I now give you fair 
warning. Shall I ſtay here oppoſing you, or ſhall I 
depart ? | 

„ My brother, have you dealt thus honeſtly and 
openly with him? No. But you have ſtolen away 
the people's heart from him. And when ſome of them 
baſely treated their beſt friend, God only excepted, how 
patiently did you take it? When did you ever vindi- 
cate us, as we have you? Why did you not plainly 
tell them, “ You are eternally indebted to theſe men. 
Think not that I will ſtay among you, to head a party 
againſt my deareſt friend. And brother, as he ſuffers 
me to call him, having humbled himſelf for my ſake, 
(no biſhop, orieſt, or deacon) the right hand of fellow- 
ſhip. If 1 hear that one word more is ſpoken againſt 
him, I will leave you that moment, and never ſee your 
face more,” | | 

+ This had becn Juſt and honeſt, and not more than 
we have deſerved at your hands. I ſay we; for God 
is my witneſs, how condeſcendingly loving I have 
been toward you, Yet did you ſo forget yourſelf, as 
both openly and privately to contradict my doctrine, 
while in the mean time I was as a deaf man that heard 
not, neither anſwered a word, either in private or 
Public, 8 | 

Ah my brother! I am diſtreſſed for you. I would 

but you will not rceccive my ſaying. Therefore I can— 
only commit you o Him who hath commanded us to 
forgive one another, even as God for Chriſt's ſake hath 
forgiven us,” | | 3 

Sund. 15. I preached twice at Kingſwood, and twice 
at Briſtol, on thoſe words of a troubled ſoul, OO that 
I had wings like a dove, for then would I flee away 
and be at reſt,”* | 
One of the notes I received to-day was as follows 
% A perſon whom God has viſited with a fever, and 

a F 3 has 
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has wondrefully preſerved ſeven days in a hay-mow, 
without any ſuſtenance but now and then a little water 
out of a ditch, defires to return God thanks. The 
perſon is preſent and ready to declare, what God has 
done both for his body and foul, For the three firſt 
days of his illneſs he felt nothing but the terrors of the 
Lord, greatly fearing leſt he ſhould drop into hell; till 
after long and earneſt prayer, he felt himſelf given u 
to the will of God, and equally content to live or die, 
Then he fell into a refreſhing ſlumber, and awaked full 
of peace and the love of God, 

Tueſd. 17. From theſe words, e Shall not the Judge 
of all the earth do right,” I preached a ſermon which 
I have not done before in Kingſwood-School ſince it 
was built) directly on predeſtination. On Wedneſday 
(and ſo every Wedneſday and Thurſday; I ſaw the 
fick in Briſtol : many of whom I found were bleſſing 
God for his ſeaſonable viſitation, In the evening I put 
thoſe of the women who were grown flack, into diſtinct 
bands by themſelves : and ſharply reproved many, for 
their unfaithfulneſs to the grace of God : who bore 
witneſs to his word by pouring upon us all the ſpirit of 
mourning and ſupplication. | 

Thurſ. 19. I viſited many of the ſick, and among 
the reſt, 1 W— who was in grievous pain both of 
body and mind. After a ſhort time ſpent in prayer, 
we left her, But her pain was gone; her ſoul being 
in full peace, and her body allo ſo ſtrengthened, that 
ſhe immediately roſe, and the next day went abroad. 
Sat. 21. I explained in the evening, the gad chapter 
of Ezekiel: In applying which I was ſuddenly ſeized 
with ſuch a pain in my fide that I could not fpeak, I 
knew my remedy, and immediately kneeled down, In 
a moment the pain was gone : and the voice of the 
Lord cried aloud to the ſinners, Why will ye die, O 
| houſe of Iſrael! ”? 

Monday 29. I viſited the ſick in Kingſwood: one of 
whom furprized me much. Her huſband died of the 
fever ſome days before. She was ſeized immediately 
after his death; then her eldeſt daughter; then ano- 
ther and another of her children, fix of whom were 
now ſick round about her, without either phyſic, mo- 
ney, food, or any viſible means of procuring it. Who 
but a Chriſtian can at fuch a time ſay frum the heart, 
„ Blefled be the name of the Lord ? ? Bp 
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Finding all things now, both at Kingſwood and Briſ- 
tol, far more ſettled than I expected, I complied with 
my brother's requeſt, and ſetting out on Wedn. 25. the 
next day came to London, | 
Saturd. 21. Having heard much of Mr, Whitefield's 
unkind behaviour, | Ap his return from Georgia, I 
went to him to hear him ſpeak for himſelf, that I might 
know how to judge, I much approved of his plain- 
nels of ſpeech. He told me, He and I preached 
two different goſpels, and therefore he not only would 
not join with me, or give me the right-hand of fellow. 
ſhip, but was reſolved publicly to preach againſt me 
and my brother, whereſoever he preached at all.” Mr, 
Hall (who went with me) put him in mind of the pro- 
miſe he had made but a few days before, That * what« 
ever his private opinion was, he would never publicly 
reach againſt us,” He ſaid, “That promiſe was only 
an effect of human weakneſs, and he was now of ano- 
ther mind.“ | 
Monday go. I fixed an hour every day, for ſpeaking 
with each of the Bands, that no diſorderly walker might 
remain among them, nor any of a careleſs or contenti- 
ous ſpirit, And the hours from ten to two, on every 
day but Saturday, I ſet apart for ſpeaking with any 
who ſhould dehre it. 
Wedn. April 1. At his earneſt and repeated requeſt, 
] went ta ſee one under ſentence of death in the New 
Priſon, Gut the keeper told me, «© Mr. Wilſon (the 
Curate of the pariſh) had given charge I ſhould not 
ſpeak with him.” I am clear from the blood of this 
man, Let Mr. Wilſon anſwer fer it to God. | 
Saturd. 4. 1 believe. both love and juſtice required 


that I ſhould ſpeak my ſentiments freely to Mr. Wh, 


concerning the Letter he had publiſhed, ſaid to be in 
anſwer to my Sermon on Free Grace, The lum of what I 
obſerved to him was this, 1. That it was quite impru- 
dent to publiſh it at all, as being only the putting of 
weapons into their hands, who loved neither the one 
nor the other. 2. That if he was conſtrained to bear 
his teſtimony (as he termed it) againit the error I was 
in, he might have done it by publiſhing a treatiſe on 
this head, without ever calling my name in queſtion: 
3. That what he had publiſhed was a mere burlelque 
upon an anſwer, leaving four of my eight arguments 


untouched, and handling the other four in ſo gentle a 


manner, 
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manner, as if he was afraid they would burn his fin- 
gers: However, that 4. He had ſaid enough, of what 
was wholly foreign to the queſtion, to make an open 
(and probably, irreparable) breach, between him and 
me: Seeing “ for a treacherous wound, and for the 
bewraying of {ecrets, every friend will depart.” 
Monday 6. I had a long converſation with Peter 
Bohler. I marvel how I refrain from joining theſe 
men. I ſcarce ever {ee any of them but my heart burns 
within me. I long to be with them. And yet I am 
kept from them. | 
* Tueſday 7. I dined with one who had been a profeſt 
Atheiſt, for upwards of twenty years. But coming 
ſome, months fince to make {port with the Word of 
God, it cut him to the heart, and he could have no 
reſt day nor night, till the God whom he had denied 
ſpoke peace to his foul. 
In the evening, having deſired all the bands to meet, 


JI read over the names of the United Society; and 


marked thoſe who were of a doubtful character, that 
full enquiry might be made concerning them, On 
Thurſday, at the meeting of that ſociety I read over 
the names of theſe, and deſired to ſpeak with each of 
them the next day, as ſoon as they had opportunity. 
Many of them afterwards gave ſufficient proof, that 
they were ſeeking Chriſt in ſincerity. The reſt I de- 
termined to keep on trial, till the doubts concerning 
them were removed, | 
Frid. 10. In the evening, at Short's-Gardens, I read 
over, in order to expound the 8th chapter to the Ro- 
mans. But thoughts and words crowded in fo. faſk 
upon me, that I could get no farther than the firſt verſe: 
nor indeed, than the ſingle clauſe, „Who walk not 
after the fleſh, but after the Spirit,” | 
Tueſday 14. I was much concerned for one of our 
filters, wha having been but a few times with the Sti 
Brethren, was on a ſudden ſo much wiſer than her 
teachers, that I could neither underſtand her, nor ſhe 


me. Nor could I help being a little ſurpriſed at the 


profound indifference ſhe ſhewed, who a few days be- 

fore would have plucked out her eyes, had it been poſſible, 
ma gon them to me. | | 

ed. 15. I explained at Grey-hound-lane the latter 

Part of the 4th chapter to the Epheſians, I __ ſa 
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nate.“ In a moment both my voice and ſtrength re- 


helper, ſtand quite alone than join with them: 1 mean, 
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weak in body, that I could hardly ſtand; but my ſpirit 
was much ſtrengthened, | 

I found mylelf growing ſenſibly weaker all Thurſday. 
So that on Friday 17. I could ſcarce get out of bed, 
and almoſt as ſoon as I was up, was conſtrained to lie 
down again, Nevertheleſs I made ſhift to drag myſelf 
on, in the evening, to Short's-Gardens, Having not 
without difficulty, got up the ſtairs, I read thoſe words, 
(tho' ſcarce intelligibly, for my voice too was almoſt 


gone) © Whom he did foreknow, he did alſo predeſti- 


turned, And from that time for ſome weeks I found 
ſuch bodily ſtrength, as I had never done before, ſince 
my landing in America, | ND 

Mon. 20, Being greatly concerned for thoſe who were 
toſt about with divers winds of doctrine, many of whom 
were again intangled in ſin, and carried away captive 
by Satan at his will: I beſought God, to ſhew me, 
where this would end, and opened my Bible on theſe 
words, © And there was nothing lacking to them, nei- 
ther ſmall nor great, neither ſons nor daughters, neither 
ſpoil nor any thing that they had taken to them, Da- 
vid recovered all.“ 

Tueſday 21, I wrote to my brother, then at Briſtol, 
in the following words: 

% As yet I dare in no wiſe join with the Moravians: 
1, Becauſe their general ſcheme is my/jltcal, not ſcriptu- 
ral, refined in every point above what is written, im- 
meaſurably beyond the plain goſpel. 2. Becauſe there 
is darkneſs and cloſeneſs in all their behaviour, and 
guile in almoſt all their words: g. Becauſe they 
not only do not practiſe, but utterly deſpiſe and decry 
ſelf-denial and the daily croſs: 4. Becaule they con» 
form to the world, in wearing gold, and gay or coſtly 
apparel, 5. Becauſe they extend Chriſtian liberty in 
many other reſpetts alſo, they are by no means zealous 
of good works, or at leaſt only to their own people: 
For theſe reaſons (chiefly) I will rather, God being my 


till I have full aſſurance, that they are better acquainted 

with the truth as it is in eſus. 

Friday May 1. I was with one who told me, “ She 

had been hitkerto taught of man; but now ſhe was 

taught of God only,” She added, That God had told 

her, not to partake of the Lord's ſupper * 3 
8 | nce 


| E 
fince ſhe fed upon Chriſt continually.” O 


light! | 


when there ſhall be again, 
“ Union of mind, as in us all one ſoul 
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who is ſe- 


cure irom Satan transforming himſelf into an angel of 


In the evening I went to a little love-feaſt which 
Peter Bohler made for thoſe ten who joined together 
on this day three years, to confeſs our faults one to ano- 
ther, Seven of us were preſent; one being fick, and 
two unwilling to come, Surely the time will return, 


fon -* 
= 


- Sat. 2. I had a converſation. of ſeveral hours with 
P. Bohler and Mr. Spangenberg. Our ſ{ubje& was, a 
New Creature ; Mr, Spangenberg's Account of which 


was this: | | 
„The moment we are juſtified, a New 


Creature is 


put into us. This is otherwiſe term'd, the New Man. 


But notwithſtanding, the old creature 


or the old 


Man, remains in us till the day of our death, 

„And in this old Man, there remains an old Heart, 
corrupt and abominable, For inward corruption re- 
mains in the ſoul, as long as the Soul remains in the 


body,” 


& But the Heart which is in the New Man is clean, 


And the New Man is ſtronger than the old; 


corruption continually ſtrives, yet while we look to 


Chriſt, it cannot prevail. | 
I aſked him, Is there ſtill an old man in 


ſo that tho? 


you?” He 


ſaid, „ Yes, and will be as long as I live.” I ſaid, 
& Is there then corruption in your heart?” He replied, 
& In the heart of my old man there is; but not in the 


heart of my new Man.” I aſked, © Does the experi- 


ence of your brethren agree with yours ? 


” He an- 


ſwered, I know what I have now ſpoken is the ex- 


perience of all the brethren and ſiſters throughout our. 


Church.“ 


A few of our brethren and ſiſters fitting by, then 
ſpoke what they experienced, He told them, (with 


great emotion, his hand trembling much) “ 


you all de- 


ceive your on ſouls, There is no higher ſtate than 


that I have deſcribed, You are in a very 


dangerous 


error, You know not your own hearts, You fancy 
your corruptions are taken away, whereas they are only 


covered, Inward corruption never can bet 
till our bodies «re in the dult,” 


aken away, 


Was 


O 
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Was then inward corruption in our Lord? Or, can- 

not the ſervant be as his Maſter? 

Sund. g. I gave the ſcriptural account of one who is 
in Chriſt a New Creature, from whom old things are 
paſſed away, and in whom all things are become new, In 

the afternoon, I explained at Marybone-Fields, to a 
valt multitude of people, „“ He hath ſhewed thee, O 
man, What is good, And what doth the Lord require 
of thee, but to do juſtly, and to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly with thy God.” "The devil's children 
fought valiantly for their maſter, that his kingdom 
ſhould not be deſtroyed. And many ſtones fell on my 
right hand and on my left, But when I began to ex- 
amine them cloſely, what reward they were to have 
for their labour? They vaniſhed away like ſmoke. 
Wedn. 6. Was a day on which we agreed to meet 
for prayer and humbling our ſouls before God, if haply 
he might ſhew us his will concerning our re-union with 
our brethren of Fetter-lane, And to this intent all 
the men and women- bands met, at one in the after- 
noon. Nor did our Lord caſt out our prayer, or leave 
himſelf without witneſs among us. But it was clear to 
all, even thoſe who were before the moſt eagerly deſir- 
ous of it, that the time was not come. 1. Becauſe 
they had not given up their moſt eſſentially-erroneous 
doctrines; and 2, Becauſe many of us had found ſo 
much guile in their words, that we could ſcarce tell, 
what they really held, and what not ? 

Thurſday 7. I reminded the United Society, That 
many of our brethren and filters had not needful 
feod : Many were deſtitute of convenient cloathing : 
Many were out of buſineſs, and that without their 
own fault; and many ſick and ready to periſh ; That 
I had done Wat in me lay to feed the hungry, to 

. clothe the raked, to employ the poor, and to viſit the 
ſick : But was not alone ſufficient for theſe things; 
and therefore deſired all whoſe hearts were as my 
heart, * N | 

1. To bring what clothes each could ſpare, to be diſ- 
tributed among thoſe that wanted moſt, | | 

2. To give weekly a penny, or what they could af- 

ford, for the relief of the poor and ſick: 

« My deſign I told them) is to employ for the pre- 
ſent all the women who are out of buſineſs and deſire it, 
in knitting. 
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& To theſe we will firſt give the common price ſor 
what work they do, and then add according as they 
need, Dos | 

«© Twelve perſons are appointed to inſpe theſe, and 
to viſit and provide things needful for the ſick. 

% Each of theſe is to viſit all the fick within their 
diſtrict, every other day; and to meet on Tueſday even- 
ing, to give an account of what they have done, and 
conſult what can be done farther,” Fo 
This week the Lord of the harveſt began to put in 
his fickle among us. On Tueſday our brother Price, 
our ſiſter Bowes on Wedneſday, to-day our filter Haw- 
| thorn died, They all went in full and certain hope to 
Him whom their ſoul loved. | | 
PFrid. 8. I found myſelf much out of order, How- 
ever I made ſhift to preach in the evening. But on 
Saturday my bodily ſtrength quite failed, ſo that for ſe- 
veral hours I could ſcarce lift up my head. Sund. 10, 
I was obliged to lie down moſt part of the day, being 
eaſy only in that poſture, Yet in the evening my 
weakneſs was ſuſpended, while I was calling ſinners to 
repentance. But at our Love-feaſt which followed, 
| beſide the pain in my back and head, and the fever 
which ſtill continued upon me, Juſt as I began to pray, 
I was ſeized with ſuch a cough, that I could hardly 
ipeak, At the ſame time came ſtrongly into my mind, 
„ Theſe ſigns ſhall follow them that believe.” —1 
called on Jeſus aloud, to increaſe my faith, and to 
confirm the word of his grace, While I was ſpeaking, 
my pain vamiſhed away, The fever left me. My bo- 
dily Rrength returned. And for many weeks I felt 
neithEr weakneſs nor pain, Unto thee, O Lord, dol 
give thanks, | | | 

Thurſ. 14. Hearing that one was in a high fever, of 
whom I had for ſome time ſtood in doubt, I went to 
her, and aſked, © How ſhe did?” She replied, “ I 
am very ill but I am very well. O] am happy, hap- 
py, happy; for my ſpi1it continually rejoices in God 
my Saviour, All the angels in heaven rejoice in my 
Saviour, And I rejoice with them, for I am united to 

eſus. | | 

Frid. 15. I called again. She was ſaying as I came 
in, © My beloved is mine, And he hath cleanſed me 
from all fm. O how far is the heaven above the 


earth! ſo far hath he ſet my fins from me, . 00 
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With the new members of the ſociety, In the a 
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did he rejoice, when „ He was heard in that he 
feared ?” He was heard, and he gained a poſſibility 
of ſalvation, for me and all mankind, It is finiſhed, 
His grace is free for all. I am a witneſs, I was the 


chief of ſinners, a back-fliding finner, a ſinner againſt 


light and love. But I am waſhed. I am cleanſed,” 
I aſked, Do you expect to die now ?” She ſaid, 


It is not ſhewn me that I ſhall, But life or death is 


all one to me, I ſhall not change my company. Yet 

I ſhall more abundantly rejoice, when we ſtand before 

the Lord; you and I, and all the other children which 
he hath given you, 

In the evening I called upon her again, and found 
her weaker, and her ſpeech much altered, I aſked her, 
6 Do you now believe? Do not you find your foul in 
temptation ? She anſwered, ſmiling and looking up, 
% There is the Lamb. And where he is, what is temp- 
tation ? I have no darkneſs, no cloud, The enemy 
may come. But he hath no part in me.” I ſaid, 
« But does not your ſickneſs hinder you ?” She re- 
_ „% nothing hinders me. It is the Spirit of my 

ather that worketh in me. And nothing hinders that 
Spirit, My body indeed is weak and in pain, But 
my foul is all joy and praiſe,” | 

Sat. 16. I mentioned this to Peter Bohler. But he 
told me, „There is no ſuch ſtate on earth. Sin wilt 
and muſt always remain in the foul, The old man will 
remain till death, The old nature is like an old tooth. 
You may break off one bit, and another and another, 
But you can never get it all away. The ſtump of it 
will ſtay as long as you live; and ſometimes will ache 
too.“ | 

Monday 18. At the preſſing inftance of my brother 
I left London, and the next evening met him at Briſ- 


tol. I was a little ſurpriſed when I came into the 


room, juſt after he had ended his ſermon, Some wept 


aloud, Some clapt their hands; ſome ſhouted, and 


the reſt ſang praiſe; with whom (having ſoon reco- 
vered themſelves) the whole congregation joined. So 
(1 truſt) if ever God were pleated, that we ſhould ſuf- 
fer for the truth's ſake, all other ſounds would ſoon 
be ſwallowed up, in the voice of praiſe and thankſ- 

giving, | | | 
Wedn. 20. I ſpent moſt of the morning in Try 
ternooa 


I ſaw 
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T ſ:w the fick ; but not one in fear, neither repining 
againſt God. 88 | | 
Thurſday ar: In the evening I publiſhed the great 
decree of God, eternal, unchangeable, iſo miſerably 
._ miſunderſtood and miſrepreſented by vain men that 
would be wiſe) © He that believeth ſhall be ſaved ; he 
that believeth not ſhall be damned.“ | 
Sat. 23. At a meeting of the ſtewards of the ſociety, 
(who receive and expend what is contributed weekly) 
it was found needful to retrench the expences, the 
contributions not anſwering thereto, And it was ac- 
cordingly agreed, to diſcharge two of the ſchoolmaſters 
at Briſtol; the preſent fund being barely ſufficient to 
keep two maſters and a miſtreſs here, and one maſter 
and a miſtreſs at Kingſwood. 
Monday 25. Having ſettled all the buſineſs on which 


I came, I ſet out carly, and on Tueſday called at Wind- 


Nor, I found here alſo a few, who have peace with 
God, and are full of love both to Him and to one ano- 
ther, In the evening I preached at the Foundery yet 
again, on * Stand ſtill and ſee the ſalvation of the 
1 „ . 
Frid. 29. I ſpent an hour with poor Mr. M—. His 
uſual frown was vaniſhed away, His look was clear, 
open, and compoſed. He liſtened to the word of re- 
conciliation, with all poſſible marks of deep attention, 
though he was too weak to ſpeak. Before I went, we 
commended him to the grace of God, in confidence 
that our B was heard: To whom at two in the 
morning he reſigned his ſpirit, without any ſigh or 
roan. 
4 Tueſday, June 2. I ſpoke plainly to Mr. Piers, who 
told me he had been much ſhaken by the {tilI brethren, 
But the ſnare is broken: I left him rejoicing in hope, 
and praiſing God for the conſolation, 


Thurſ. 4. I exhorted a crowded congregation, „Not 


to receive the grace of God in vain.” The ſame ex- 
hortation I enforced on the ſociety (about goo per- 
ſons :) and by their fruits it doth appear that they be- 


in to love one another, not in word only, but in deed 


and in truth. | 
Friday 5. Hearing that a deaf and dumb man near 
Marienborn, had procured a remarkable letter to be 
wrote into England, I aſked James Hutton, If he knew 
of that letter, and what the purport of it was? He 
OR | anſwered, 
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anſwered, Ves: he had read the letter; but had quite 
forgot what it was about,” I then aſked Mr. V—, Who 
replied, „The letter was ſhort ; but he did not remember 
the purport of it.“ | 
Sund. 7. I preached in Charles' Square, on, © The 
hour 1s coming, and now is, when the dead ſhall hear 
the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear ſhall 
live.“ A violent ſtorm of rain began about the mid- 
dle of the ſermon. But theſe things move not thoſe 
who ſeek the Lord. So much the more was his power 
preſent to heal; inſomuch that many of our hearts 
danced for joy, praiſing the glorious God that maketh + 
the thunder, 5 | | 
Mond. 8. I ſet out from Enfield Chace for Leiceſter- 
ſhire : In the evening we came to Northampton; and 
the next afternoon to Mr. Ellis's at Markfield, 5 or 6 
miles beyond Leiceſter, 
For theſe two days I had made an experiment, which 
I had been lo often and earneſtly. preſt to do; “ Speak- 
ing to none concerning the things of God, unleſs my. 
heart was free to it. And what was the event? Why, 
1. That I ſpoke to none at all, for fourſcore miles to- 
gether; No, not even to him that travelled with me 
in the chaiſe, unleſs a few words at firſt ſetting out: 
2, That I had no croſs cither to bear or to take up, and 
and commonly in an hour or two fell faſt aſleep: g. 
That I had much reſpect ſhewn me, wherever I came, 
every one behaving to me, as to a civil, good-natured 
gentleman. O how pleafing is all this to fleſh and 
blood! Need ye compaſs fea and land to make proſe- 
lytes to this ! a | 
: Wedn. 10. I preached in the morning, on, «The 
inward kingdom of God.” And many, 1 truſt, found 
, they were Heathens in heart, and Chriſtians in name 
only. | 
4 the afternoon we came to JI— C—n's, about ten 
miles beyond Markfield, a plain, open-hearted man, 
deſirous to know and do the will of God. I was a 
little ſurprized at what he ſaid. A few months ſince 
there was a great awakening all round us. But fince 
Mr. S— came, three parts in four are fallen as faſt 
alleep as ever, I ſpoke to him, of drawing people 
from the church, and adviſing them to leave off prayer. 
He ſaid, „There was no church of England left; and 
that there was no ſcripture for family-prayer, nor for 
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praying in private at any other particular times; which 
a believer need not do,” I aſked, „ What our Saviour 
then meant by ſaying, Enter into thy cloſet and pray?“ 
Ile ſaid, „O! that means, enter into the cloſet of your 
heart,” | 
Between five and ſix we came to Ogbrook, where 
Mr. S—n then was, I aſked Mr, Greaves, What doc- 
trine he taught here? He ſaid, “the ſum of all is this, 
„% If you, will believe, be till. Do not pretend to do 
good (which. you can't do, till you believe) and leave 
off what you call the means of grace, fuch as prayer and 
running to church and ſacrament,” 

About eight Mr. Greaves offering me the uſe of his 
church; I explained the true Goſpel-ſtillneſs: And in 
the morning, Thurſ. 11, to a large congregation, „By 
grace ye are ſaved thro' faith.” | 

In the afternoon we went on to Nottingham, where 

Mr, Howe received us gladly. At eight the ſociety 
met, as uſual. I could not but ohferve, 1. That the 
room was not half full, which uſed till very lately to 
be crowded within and without. 2, That not one 
perſon who came in, uſed any prayer at all; but 
every one immediately fat down, and began either 
talking to his neighbour, or looking about to ſee who. 
was there. 3. That when I began to pray, there ap- 
peared a general ſurprize, none once offering to kneel 
down, and thoſe who ſtood, chuſing the molt eaſy in- 
dolent poſture which they conveniently could. I after. 
ward looked for one of our Hymn-books upon the 
deſk (which I knew Mr. Howe had brought from Lon- 
don) but both that and the Bible were vaniſhed away, 
And in the room lay the Moravian Hymns and the 
Count's Sermons. 

I expounded (but with a heavy heart) & Relieve in 
the Lord Jeſus, and thou ſhalt be ſaved :” And the 
mext morning deſcribed (if haply ſome of the ſecure 
ones might awake from the ſleep of death) the fruits 
of true faith, “ Righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt,” | 

In the evening we came to Markfield again, where 
the church was quite full, while I explained, © All we 
like ſheep have gone aſtray, and God hath laid on him 
the iniquity of us all, FR 

Sat. 13. In the morning I preached on thoſe words, 

«4 To him that worketh not, but believeth on — 2 
| tage 
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that juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted to him 
for righteouſneſs,” We then ſet out for Melbourn, 
where finding the houſe too ſmall to contain thoſe WhO 
were come together, I ſtood under a large tree, and 
declared Him whom God hath exalted to be a Prince 
and a Saviour, to give repentance unto Iſrael, and re- 
miſſion of fins,” | Tg | 

Thence I went to Hemmington ; where alſo the 
houſe not being large enough to contain the people, 
they ſtood about the door and at both the windows, 
while I ſhewed, What we muſt do to be ſaved.” 

One of our company ſeemed a little offended when 
I had done, at “ a vile fellow, notorious all over the 
country, for curſing, ſwearing, and drunkenneſs, tho?” 
he was now grey-headed, being near fourſcore years 
of age.“ He came to me, and catching me hold by 
the hands, ſaid, + whether thou art a good, or a bad 
man, I know not. But I know the words thou ſpeak- 
eſt are good. I never heard the like in all my life. O 
that God would ſet them home to my poor ſoul !”” 
He then burſt into tears, ſo that he could ſpeak no 
more. | | 
Sund. 14. I rode to Nottingham again, and at eight 
preached at the market-place, to an immenſe multitude 
of people, on “ The dead ſhall hear the voice of the 
Son of God, and they that hear ſhall live.” I ſaw. 
only one or two who behaved lightly, whom I imme- 
diately ſpoke to, and they ſtood reproved. Yet ſoon 
after, a man behind me began aloud to contradi& and 
blaſpheme, But upon my turning to him, he ſtepped 
behind a pillar, and in a few minutes diſappeared, 

In the afternoon we returned to Markfield. The 
church was ſo exceſſive hot, being crowded in every 
corner, that I could not without difficulty read the 
evening ſervice, Being afterwards informed, that 
abundance of people were {till without, who could not 
poſſibly get into the church, I went out to them, and 
explained that great 5 of our Lord, “J will heal 
their backſlidings, I will love them freely.” In the 
evening I expounded in the church, on her who loved 
much, becauſe ſhe had much forgiven, | 

Mond. 15, I ſet out for London; and read over in 
the way, that celebrated book, Martin Luther's Com- 
ment on the epiſtle to the Galatians, I was utterly 
aſhamed, How have I eltecmed this book, only be- 
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cauſe I had heard it ſo commended by others! Or, at 
beſt, becauſe 1 had read ſome excellent ſentences, oc- 
caſionally quoted from it? But what ſhall I ſay, now 
J judge for myſelf ? Now I ſee with my own eyes p 
Why, not only, that the author makes nothing out, 
clears up not one conſiderable difficulty; that he is 
quite ſhallow in his. remarks on many paſſages, and 
muddy and confuſed almoſt on all: But that he is 
deeply tinctured with myſticiſm throughout, and hence 
often ee wrong. To inſtance only in one or two 
points. How does he (almoſt in the words of Tauler) 


decry Reaſon, right or wrong, as an irreconcileable 


enemy to the Goſpel of Chriſt? + Whereas what is 
Reaſon (the faculty fo called but the power of appre- 
hending, judging, and diſcourſing? Which power 
is no more«to be condemned in the groſs, than * 
hearing. or feeling. Again, how blaſphemouſly does 
he ſpezk of good Works and &f the Law of God ? 
Conſtantly coupling the Law with ſin, death, hell, or 
the devil! And teaching, That Chriſt delivers us from 
them alhalike. Whereas it can no more be proved by 
Scripture, that Chriſt delivers us from the Law of God, 
than that he delivers us from Holineſs or from Heaven, 
Here (I apprehend) is the real ſpring of the grand er- 
Tor of the Moravians, They follow Luther for better 
for worſe, Hence their +: No Works, no Law, no 
Commandments,” But who art thou that ſpeakeſt evil 
of the law, and judgeſt the law? | 
Tueſd. 16. In the evening I came to London, and 
preached on thoſe words (Gal. v. 6.) “ In Chriſt Jeſus 
neither circumciſion availeth any thing, nor uncircum— 
ciſion, but faith Which worketh by love,” After 
reading Luther's miſerable comment upon the text, 
I thought it my bounden duty openly to warn the con- 
gregation againit that dangerous treatiſe, and to retratt 
whatever recommendation I might ignorantly have 
ven of it. 
| Wedn. 17. I ſet out, and rode ſlowly toward Ox- 
ford. Before I came to Wycombe my horſe tired. 
There I hired another, which tired alſo before I came 


to Tet{worth, - I hired a third here, and reached Ox- 


kord in the evening, 
Thurſ, 18. I enquired concerning the exerciſes pre- 


vious to the degree of Batchelor in divinity, and ad- 
viſed with Mr, Gambol concerning the ſubject of my 
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ſermon before the Univerſity, But he feemed te 
think it of no moment: * For (ſaid he) all here are ſo 
* that they will mind nothing you ſay.“ I 


now not that. However 1 am to deliver my own. 


ſoul, whether they will hear, or whether they will 
forbear. | 

I found a great change among the poor people here, 
Out of twenty-five or thirty weekly communicants 
only two were left. Not one continued to attend the 
daily prayers of the church, And thoſe few that were 
once united together, were now torn aſunder and ſcat- 
tered abroad, 

Mond. 22. The words on which my book opened at 
the ſociety in the evening, were theſe ; © Ye have for- 
ſaken my ordinances, and have not kept them, Return 
unto me, and I will return unto you, ſaith the Lord of 
hoſts.—Y our words have been {tout againſt me, ſaith 
the Lord. But ye ſay, wherein have we ipoken 

againſt thee p Ye have ſaid, It is vain, that we wor- 
ſhip God P And, what profit 1s it, that we keep his 
Ordinances ? ““ Mal, iii. | 

Wed. 24. I read over, and partly tranſcribed, Biſhop 
Bull's Harmonia Apoſtolica. The poſition with which 
he ſets out is this, “ That all good works, and not faith 
alone, are the neceſſarily- previous condition of juſliſica- 
tion,“ or the forgiveneſs of our ſins. But in the mid- 
dle of the treatiſe he aſſerts, © That Faith alone is the 
condition of juſtification ;** * For faith, ſays he, referred 
to juſtification, means all inward and outward good 


works,” In the latter end he affirms, © That there are 


two juſtifications : And that only inward good works ne- 
ceſſarily precede the former, but both inward and out- 

ward, the latter.“ | | 

Sat. 27. I rode to London, and inforced in the even- 
ing, that ſolemn declaration of the great Apoſtle, „Po 
we then make void the Law thro' Faith? God forbid, 
Yea we eſtabliſh the Law.” 
Sunday 28. I ſhewed in the morning at large, 
Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty ;” 
liberty from fin ; liberty to be, to do, and to ſuffer, 
according to the written word, At five I preached at 
Charles'-Square, to the largeſt congregation, that, I 
believe, was ever ſeen there, on © Almoſt thou per- 
ſuadeſt me to be a Chriſtian,” As ſoon as I had done, 
I quite loſt my voice, But it was immediately reſtored, 
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when 1 came td our little flock, with the bleſſing of the 
goſpel of peace; and I ſpent an hour and half in ex- 
hortation and prayer, without any hoarſenels, faintneſs 
or wearineſs. 


Mon, 29. I preached in the morning on, „ Ye are 


ſaved thro' faith. In the afternoon I expounded at 


Windſor, the flory of the Phariſee and Publican, 1 


ſpent the evening at Wycombe, and the next morning, 
Tueſ. go, returned to Oxford. ' 

Thurſ. July 2. 1 met Mr. Gambol again; who ho- 
neſtly told me, He was aftamed of my company, and 


therefore muſt be excuſed from going to the lociety with 


me. This is plain dealing at leaſt! 
Sat. 4. I had much talk with Mr. V, who allowed, 


1. That there are many (not one only) commands of God, 


both to believers and unbelievers: And, 2. That the 
Lord's-Supper, the Scripture, and both public and 


private prayer, are God's ordinary means of conveying. 


grace to man, But what will this private confeilion 
avail, ſo long as the quite contrary is {till declared in 
thoſe fixteen Diſcourſes, publiſhed to all the world, and 
never yet either corretted or retracted. 


Mon. 6. Looking for a book in our College library, 
I. took down, by miſtake, the Works of Epiſcopius ; 


which opening on an account of the Synod of Dort, I 


believed it might be uſeful to read it through, But. 


what a ſcene is here diſcloſed? J wonder not at the 
heavy curſe of God, which ſo ſoon fell on our church 
and nation, What a pity it is, that the Holy Synod of 
Trent, and that of Dort did not fit at the ſame time! 
Nearly allied as they were, not only as to the purity 
of doftrine, which each of them eſtabliſhed, but allo 
as to the „irit wherewith they ated! If the latter 
did not excced, | a 

Thurſ. 9. Being in the Bodleian library, I light on 
Calvin's account of the caſe of Michael Servetus; ſes» 
veral of whoſe Letters he occalionally inſerts : whercin 
Servetus often declares in terms, © I believe . 


ther is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Gholt is. 


God.” Calvin, however, paints him ſuch a mon- 
ſter as never was, an Arian, a Blaſphemer, and what 
not? Belides ſtrew ing over him his flowers of dog, 
devil, ſwine, and ſo on; which are the uſual appellations 
he gives to his opponents, But {till he utterly denies 
his being the cauſe of Servetus's death, . No, ſays 
«© hes 
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« he: I only adviſed our magiſtrates, as having a 
„ right to reſtrain Heretics by the ſword, to ſeize 
« upon and try that Arch-heretic. But after he was 
« condemned, I /aid not one word about his execution ! *? 

Fri. 10. I rode to London, and preached at Short's 
Gardens, on © the Name of Jeſus Chriſt of Nazareth.!“ 
Sunday 12. While I was ſhewing at Charles' Square, 


hat it is, © To do juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with our God,“ a great ſhout began. Many of 


the rabble had brought an ox, which they were vehe- 
mently labouring to drive in among the people. But 
their labour was in vain ; for in ſpite of them all, he 
ran round and round, one way and the other, and at 
length broke thro? the midſt of them clear away, leav- 
ing us calmly rejoicing and praiſing God. 

Mond. 1g, I returned to Oxford, and on Wedneſday 
rode to Briſtol, My brother, 1 found, was already 
gone to Wales, So that I came juſt in ſeaſon ; and 
that indeed, on another account alſo ; for a ſpirit of 
enthuſiaſm was breaking in upon many, who charged 
their own imaginations on the will of God, and that not 
written, but impreſt on their hearts, If theſe impreſſions 
be received as the rule of action, inſtead of the written 
word, I know nothing ſo wicked or abſurd, but we may 
fall into, and that without remedy, | 

Friday 17. The ſchool at Kingſwood was throughly 


filled between eight and nine in the evening. I ſhewed 


them from the example of the Corinthians, what need 
we have to bear one with another, ſeeing we are not 
to expett many Fathers in Chriſt, no, nor young men 
among us, as yet, We then poured out our fouls in 
prayer and praiſe, and our Lord did not hide his face 
from us, 

Sunday 19. After preaching twice at Briſtol, and 
twice at Kingſwood, I earneſtly exhorted the ſociety, 
to continue in the faith, 4 enduring hardſhip, as good 
ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt,” On Monday (my brother 
_— now returned from Wales) I rode back to Ox» 

ord, | | 

Wedneſ. 22. At the repeated inſtance of ſome that 
were there, I went over to Abingdon, I preached on 
« What mult I do to be ſaved?” Both the yard and 
houſe were full. But ſo ſtupid, ſenſeleſs a people, 
both in a ſpiritual and natural ſenſe, I ſcarce m— ſaw 
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before. Yet God is able, of theſe ſtones to raiſe up 
children to Abraham, | 
Friday 24. Several of our friends from London, and 
ſome from Kingſwood and Briſtol came to Oxford, 
Alas! how long ſhall they come from the Eaſt and from 
the Weſt, and fit down in the kingdom of God, while 
the children of the kingdom will not come in, but re- 
main in utter darkneſs, | 
Saturday, July 25. It being my turn (which comes 
about once in three years) I preached at St. Mary's 
before the Univerſity, "The harveſt truly is plentious, 
So numerous a congregation (from whatever motives 
they came) I have ſeldom ſeen at Oxford, My text 
was the confeſſion of poor Agrippa, Almoſt thou 
1 me to be a Chriſtian,” I have caſt my 
ex upon the waters. Let me find it again after many 
ays! ; 
= the afternoon I ſet out (having no time to ſpare) 
and on Sunday 26, preached at the Foundery on the 
liberty we have * to enter into the holieſt by the blood 
of Jeſus,” 

Monday 27. Finding notice had been given, that I 
would ch in the evening at Hackney, I went thi- 
ther, and openly declared thoſe glad tidings, © By grace 
ye are ſaved thro' faith,” Many, we heard, had threat- 
ened terrible things, But no man opened his mouth. 
perceive ye not yet, that © greater is He that is in us, 
than he that is in the world ?“ | 

Tueſ. 28. I vifited one that was going heavily and in 
fear thro' the valley of the {hadow of death. But God 
heard the prayer, and ſoon lifted up the light of his 
countenance upon her. So that ſhe immediately broke 
out into thank1giving, and the next day quietly fell 
aſleep. | 

Friday 31. Hearing that one of our ſiſters (Jane 
Muncy) was ill, I went to ſce her. She was one of 
| the faſt women-bands at Fetter-Lane : And when the 

controverſy concerning the means of grace began, ſtood 
in the gap, and contended earneitly for the ordinances 
once delivered to the ſaints, When ſoon after it was 
ordered, © That the unmarried men and women ſhould 
have no converſation with each other,” ihe again with- 
ſtood to the face thoſe who were teaching for dottrines 
the commandments of men, Nor could all the ſophiſ- 
try of thoſe who arc, without controverſy, of all men 
5 a | living 
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living the wiſeſt in their generation, induce her either 
to deny the faith ſhe had received, or to uſe leſs plain- 
neſs of ſpeech, or to be leſs zealous in recommending, 
and careful in practiſing good works. Inſomuch that 
many times, when ſhe had been employed in the labour 
of love till eight or nine in the evening, ſhe then ſat 
down and wrought with her hands till twelve or one 
in the morning: Not that ſhe wanted any thing herſelf, 
_ that ſhe might have to give to others for neceſſary 
uſes. 3 

From the time that ſhe was made leader of one orf 
two bands, ſhe was more eminently a pattern to the 
| flock: In ſelf-denial of every kind, in openneſs of 
behaviour, in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, in ſtedfaſt 
faith, in conſtant attendance on all the public, and all 
the private ordinances of God, And as ſhe had la- 
 boured more than they all, ſo God now called her forth 
to ſuffer. She was ſeized at firſt with a violent fever, 
in the beginning of which they removed her to ano- 
ther houſe, Here ſhe had work to do which ſhe 
knew not of, The maſter of the houſe was one who 
cared for none of theſe things. But he obſerved her, 
and was convinced, So that he then began to under- 
ſtand and lay to heart, the things that bring a man peace 
at the laſt, 

In a few days the fever abated, or ſettled, as it 
ſeemed, into an inward impoſthume; ſo that ſhe could 
not breathe without violent pain, which increaſed day 
and night, When I came in, ſhe ſtretched out her 
Hand and ſaid, „Art thou come, thou bleſſed of the 
Lord. Praiſed be the name of my Lord for this.“ I 
aſked, „ Do you faint, now you are chaſtened of 
Him?“ She ſaid, O no, no, no. I faint not, I 
murmur not, I rejoice ever more.“ I ſaid, „But 
can you in every thing give thanks? ” She replied, 
„ Yes, I do, I do.” 1 ſaid, „ God will make all 
your bed in your ſicknels,” She cried out, „He 
does, He does, I have nothing to deſire. He is ever 
with me, and I have nothing to do but to praiſe 
Him.” X 

In the ſame ſtate of mind, tho? weaker and weaker 
in body, ſhe continued till Tueſday following: When 
ſeveral of thoſe who had been in her band being pre- 
ſent, ſhe fixed her eyes upon them, and fell into a 
kind of agonizing prayer, „That God W 
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them from the evil one.“ But in the afternoon, when 
I came, ſhe was quite calm again, and all her words 
were prayer and praiſe, The ſame ſpirit ſhe breathed, 
When Mr. Maxfield called the next day. And ſoon 
after he went, ſhe ſlept in peace,—A mother in Iſrael 
haſt thou been, and thy works ſhall praiſe thee in the 
gates! : ; | 

N Satur. Aug. 1. I had a long converſation with Mr. 
Ingham. We both agreed, 1. That none ſhall finally 
be {aved, who have not, as they had opportunity, done 
all good works; and 2. That if a juſtified perſon does 
not do good, as he has opportunity, he will loſe the 
grace he has received, and if he repent not and do the 
former works, will periſh eternally, But with regard to 
the unjuſtified, (if I underſtand him) we wholly diſ- 
agreed, He believed, it is not the will of God, that 
they ſhould wait for faith in doing good. I believe, this 
1s the will of God, and that they will never find him, 
unleſs they ſeek him in this way, 

Sund. 2, I went, after having been long importuned 
by Dr. Delzenot, to the Chapel, in Great Hermitage- 

Street, 3 Mr. Meriton, (a Clergyman from 
the Iſle of Man) read prayers. I then preached on 
theſe words in the former leſſon, .Seeſt thou how Ahab 
humbleth himſelf? Becauſe he hath humbled himſelf, 
I will not bring this evil in his days: And took oc- 
caſion thence to exhort all unbelievers, to uſe the grace 
God had already given them, and in keeping his law, 
according to the power they now had, to wait for the 
Faith of the goſpel, 

Frid. 7. The body of our ſiſter Muncy being brought 
to 'Short's Gardens, I preached on thoſe words, 
% Write! From henceforth, bleſſed are the dead which 
die in the Lord. Even ſo, ſaith the Spirit; for they 
reſt from their labours; and their works do follow 
them.” From thence we went with it to the grave, in 
St. Giles's church-yard, where I performed the laſt of- 
fice, in the preſence of ſuch an innumerable multitude 
of peeple as I never ſaw gathered together before, O 
what a fight it will be when God ſaith to the grave, 
„Give back!” And all the dead, ſmall and great, 
ſhall ſtand before him! 

Wedn. 12, I viſited one whom God is purifying in 
the fire, in anſwer to the prayers of his wife, whom 
he was Juſt going to beat (which he frequently did) 


when 
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when God ſmote him in a moment, ſo that his hand 


dropped and he fell down upon the ground, having no 


more ſtrength than a_ new-born child, He has been 


confined to his bed ever ſince; but rejoices in hope of 
the glory of God, 

Fri. 14. Calling on a perſon near Groſvernor-Square, 
I found there was but too much reaſon here, for cry- 
ing out of the increaſe of popery, many converts to it 
being continually made, by the gentleman who preaches 
in Swallow-Street, three days in every week, Now, 
why do not the champions, who are continually cry- 
ing out, „ Popery, Popery,” in Moorfields, come 
hither, that they may not always be fighting, as one 
that beateth the air ? Plainly, becauſe they have no 


mind to fight at all ; but to ſhew their valour without 


an opponent. And they well know, they may defy 
Popery at the Foundery, without any danger of con- 
tradiction. | | 
Wedneſ. 19. The Scripture which came in turn to 
be expounded, was the gth chapter to the Romans, 
I was then conſtrained to ſpeak an hour longer than 


_ uſual, and am perſuaded moſt, if not all who were pre- 
ſent, ſaw that this chapter has no more to do with 


erſonal, irreſpective predeſtination, than the gth of 
rn i | | 


' Thurſday 20. A Clergyman having ſent me word, 


That if If I would preach in the evening on the text 


he named, he would come to hear me, I preached on 


that text, Matt, vii. 26. And ſtrongly enforced the 
caution of our Lord, to © beware of falſe prophets,” 


i, e. all preachers, who do not ſpeak as the oracles of 


God, 5 3 3 
Tueſday 25. I explained at Chelſea, the nature and 


neceſſity of the New Birth, one (who, I afterwards: 


heard, was a diſſenting teacher) aſked me when I had 


done, Quid eſt tibi nomen? And on my not an{wering, 
turned in triumph to his companions, and ſaid, © Ay, 


I told you, he did not underſtand Latin 

Wednel, 26. I was informed of a remarkable con- 
verſation, at which one of our fiſters was preſent a 
day or two before : wherein a gentleman was aſſuring 


his friends, “ That he bimſelf was in Charles? Square, 


when a perſon told Mr. Weſley to his face, That he 

(Mr, Weſley) had paid twenty pounds already, on be- 

ing convicted for ſelling Geneva, and that he now 
H kept 
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kept two Popiſh Prieſts in his houſe,” This gave oc. 


caſion to another to mention what he had himſelf. 


heard, at an eminent diſſenting teacher's, viz. That 
it was beyond diſpute, Mr, Weſley had large remit- 
tances from Spain, in order to make a party among the 
poor: And that as ſoon as the Spaniards landed, he 
was to join them with twenty thouſand, men.” 
Monday g1. I began my courſe of preaching on the 
Common-prayer. Tueſday, Sept. 1. I read over Mr. 
Whitefield's account of God's dealings with his ſoul, 
Great part of this I know to be true. O let not 
Morey and truth forſake thee ! Bind them about thy 
neck! Write them upon the table of thy heart!“ 
Thurſd. 3. James Hutton having ſent me word, that 
Count Zinzendorf would meet me at three in the af- 
ternoon, I went at that time to Gray's Inn Walks, The 
molt material part of our converſation, (which I dare 
not conceal) was as follows, 
Z. Cur religionem tuam mutäſti ? 


W. Neſcio me religionem meam mutäſſe. Cur id 


ſentis ? Quis hoc tibi retulit ? 
2. Plane tu, Id ex epiſtola tua ad nos video, Ibi, 


religione, quam apud nos profeilus es, relita, novam 


profiteris. 

W. Qui fic? Non intelligo. | 

Z. Imo, iſtic dicis, vere Chriſtianos non eſſe miſeros 

ccatores. Falſiſſimum. Optimi hominum ad mortem 
uſque miſerabiliſſimi ſunt peccatores. Siqui aliud di- 
cunt, vel penitùs impoſtores ſunt, vel diabolicè ſeducti. 


Noſtros fratres meliora docentes impugnäſti. Et pacem 


volentibus, eam denegäſti. 


W. Nondum intelligo quid velis. 


Z. Ego, cum ex Georgik ad me ſcripſiſti, te dilexi 
lurimum. Tum corde ſimplicem te agnovi. Iterum 
ſcriphiſti, Agnovi corde ſimplicem, ſed turbatis ideis. 


Ad nos veniſti. Ideæ tuz tum magis turbatæ erant & 
confuſæ. In Angliam rediiſti. Aliquandiu poſt, au- 
divi fraſtres noſtros tecum pugnars. Spangenbergium 
miſi ad pacem inter vos conciliandam. Scripſit mihi, 


” 


fratres tibi injuriam intuliſſe. Reſcriph, ne pergerent, 


ſed & veniam a te peterent. Spangenberg ſcripſit ite- 
rum, eos petuſſe : ſed te, gloriari de 11s, pacem nolle, 
Jam adveniens, idem audio. 

W. Res in eo cardine minimè vertitur. Fratres tui 


(verum hoc} me male traftarunt, Poſtca veniam peti- 
| erunt. 


Sg 


1741 (7 1 | 
erunt. Reſpondi, id ſupervacaneum ; me nunquam iis, 
fuccenſuiſſe : fed vereri, 1, Ne falſa docerent, 2, Ne 
prave viverent. | 

Iſta unica, eſt, & fuit, inter nos quzſtio, 

Z. Apertiùs loquaris, | 
W. Veritus ſum, ne falſa docerent, 1, De fine fidei 
noſtræ (in hac vita) ſcil. Chriſtiana perfectione, 2. 
De mediis gratiæ, fic ab Eccleſia noſtra dictis. 

Z. Nullam inhezrentem perfettionem in hac vita ag- 
noſco. Eit hic error errorum. Eum per totum orbem 
igne & gladio perſequor, conculco, ad internecionem 
do. Chriſtus eſt ſola perfectio noſtra. Qui perfectio- 


nem inhærentem ſequitur, Chriſtum denegat. 


W. Ego vero credo, Spiritum Chriſti operari perfec- 
tionem in vere Chriſtianis. oh 
Z. Nullimode. Omnis noſtra perfettio eſt in Chriſ- 
to. Omnis Chriſtiana perfectio eſt, fides in ſanguine 
Chriſti, Eft tota Chriſtiana Perfectio, imputata, non 
inherens. Perfecti ſumus in Chriſto, in nobiſmet nun- 
quam perfect, 
W. Pugnamus, opinor, de verbis. Nonne omnis 
vere credens ſanctus elt P | 
Z. Maxime, Sed ſanctus in Chriſto, non in ſe, 
W. Sed, nonne ſanctè vivit ? 
Z. Imò, ſanctè in omnibus vivit. 
W. Nonne, & cor ſanctum habet? 
Z. Certiſſimèe. 
W. Nonne, ex conſequenti, ſanctus eſt in ſe? 
Z. Non, non. In Chriſto tantum, Non ſanctus in 
fe. Nullam omnino habet ſanctitatem in ſe. 
W. Nonne habet in corde ſuo amorem Dei & prox- 
imi, quin & totam imaginem Dei ? 
Z.. Habet. Sed hæc ſunt ſanctitas legalis, non evan- 
gelica, Sanctitas evangelica eſt fides. 
W. Omnino lis eſt de verbis. Concedis, credentis 
cor totum eſſe ſanctum & vitam totam: Eum amare 
Deum toto corde, eique ſervire totis viribus. Nihil 
ultra peto. Nil altud volo per perfeQio vel ſanctitas 
Chriſtiana. | | | 
Z. Sed hzc non eſt ſanctitas ejus. Non magis ſanc- 
tus eſt, ſi magis amat, neque minus ſanctus, i minus 


W. Quid ? Nonne credens, dum creſcit in amore, 
creſcit pariter in ſanRitate ? (EFT 


He Z. Nequa- 
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Z. Nequaquam. Eo momento quo juſtificatur, ſanc- 
tificatur penitus, Exin, neque magis ſanctus eſt, ne- 
que minùs ſanctus, ad mortem uſque. 
W. Nonne igitur pater in Chriſto ſanctior eſt infante 
Tecens nato! | 8 | 
Z. Non. Sanctificatio totalis ac juſtificatio in eodem 
ſunt inſtanti; & neutra recipit magis aut minus, | 
W. Nonne vero credens creſcit indies amore Dei ? 
Num perfectus eſt amore ſimulac juſtificatur ? | 
Z. Et. Non unquam creſcit in amore Dei. Tota- 
litèr amat eo momento, ficut totaliter ſanctificatur. | 
W. Quid itaque vult Apoſtolus Paulus, per Renova- 
mur de die in diem. | | 7 
Z. Drcam. Plumbum fi in aurum mutetur, eft au- 
rum primo die & ſecundo & tertio. Et fic renovatur 
de die in diem. Sed nunquam eſt magis aurum, quàm 
primo die. | | 4-7 | 
W. Putavi, creſcendum eſſe in gratia p 2 
2. Certe, Sed non in ſanctitate. Simulac juſtifi- 
catur quis, Pater, Filius & Spiritus ſanctus habitant in 
ipſius corde. Et cor ejus eo momento æquè purum 
Eſt ac unquam erit. Infans in Chriſto tam purus corde 
eſt quam Pater in Chriſto. Nulla eſt diſcrepantia, 
W. Nonne juſtificati erant Apoſtoli ante Chriſti 
mortem? | * 
Z. Erant. 
W. Nonne vero ſanctiores errant poſt diem Pente- 
coſtes, quam ante Chriſti mortem 2 
Z. Neutiquam. | 
W. Nonne eo die impleti ſunt ſpiritu ſandto ?; 
Z. Sunt. Sed iſtud donum Giritds, Sanctitatem 
ipſorun non reſpexit. Fuit donum miraculorum tan- 
tum. 8 | | | 
W. Fortaſſe te non capio. Nonne nos ipſos abne- 
gantes, magis magiſque mundo morimur, ac Deo vivi- 
mus ? . 5 ä | 
Z. Abnegationem omnem reſpuimus, conculcamus, 
Facimus credentes omne quod volumus & nihil ultra, 
Mortificationem omnem ridemus, Nulla purificatio 
præcedit perfectum amorem., ' 8 
W. Que dixiſti, Deo adjuvante, perpendam. 


The LETTER referred to by the Count was written 
Auguſt 8, preceding, It was as follows, excepting two 
or three paragraphs, which I have omitted as leis ma- 
erial, Joun 
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Joux WesLEy, a Preſbyter of the Church of Gop 
in England, to the Church of God at Hernhurth 
in Upper-Luſatia. ä 


1. 15 may ſeem ſtrange, that ſuch an one as I am 
ſhould take upon me to write to you. You, I 
believe to be dear Children of God, through faith 
which is in Jeſus. Me you believe (as ſome of you 
have declared) to be a Child of the Devil, a Servant of 
Corruption. Yet whatſoever I am, or whatſoever you 
are, I beſeech you to weigh the following words: If 
haply God, who ſendeth by whom he will ſend, may 
give you light thereby; although the miſt of darkneſs. 
(as one of you affirms) ſhuuld be relerved for me for 
ever. | | 
2. My deſign is, freely and plainly to ſpeak what. 
ſoever I have ſeen or heard among you, in any part of 
your church, which ſeems not agreeable to the goſpel 
of Chriſt. And my hope is, that the God whom you 
ſerve, will give you throughly to weigh what is- 
ſpoken ; and if in any thing © ye have been otherwiſe 
minded than the truth is, will reveal. even this unto- 
ou.“ | 
g. And firſt, with regard to Chriſtian Salvation, 
even the preſent Salvation which is through Faith, I 
have heard ſome of you afhrm, 1, That it does not 
imply the proper taking away our fins, the cleanſing 
our ſouls from all fin, but only the tearing the ſyſtem 
of fin in pieces. 2. That it does not imply liberty 
from ſinful thoughts, neither from wanderings in 
prayer, | | 
| I have heard ſome of you affirm, on the other 
hand, 1. That it does imply liberty from- the com- 
mandments of God, ſo that one who is ſaved through 
faith, is not obliged or bound to obey them, does not da 
any thing as a commandment, or as a duty, Io ſupport 
which they have affirmed, that there is * no command 


#.z& 


* In the anſwer to this letter, which I received ſome weeks after ? 
this is explained as follows: * All things which are a comma d 
to the natural man, are a promile to all that have been juſtifies, — 
The thing itſelſ is not loſt, but the notion, which people are wont ta 
have of commanaments, duties, &c. | 

H 3 _ Ireply, 
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in the New Teſtament but to believe: That there is 
no duty required therein, but that of believing, and 


that to a belicver there is no commandment at all. 2; 
That it does imply liberty to conform to the world, 
* by talking on uſeleſs, if not trifling ſubje&s, by 
Joining in worldly diverſions in order to do good, by 
Þ putting on of gold and coſtly apparel, or by continu- 
ing in thoſe profeſſions, the gain of which depends on 
miniſtering hereto. g. That it does imply liberty 
to avoid perſecution, by Þ not reproving even thoſe 
who fin in your fight ; by not letting your light ſhine 
before thoſe men who love darknels rather than light; 
by. not uſing plainneſs of ſpeech, and a frank, open car- 
zviage to all men. Nay, by a cloſe, dark, reſerved 
. converſation and behaviour, eſpecially toward ſtran— 
gers. And in many of you I have more than once 


I reply, 1. If this be all you mean, why do you not ſay ſo, ex- 


plicitly to all men? 2. Whether this be all, let any reaſonable 


man judge, when he bas read what is here ſubjoined. 


* The Brethren anſwer to this, We believe it much better to 


diſcourſe out of the news- papers, than to chatter about holy things 


20 no purpoſe.“ Perhaps fo. But what is this to the point? I be- 


lieve both the one and the other to be uſeleſs, and therefore an 
abomination to the Lord. . 5 | 
This objection therefore ſtands in full force, the fact alledged be- 
ing rather defended than denied. SEE s 
be joining in worldly diverſions in order to do good, (another 
charge which cannot be denied) I think would admit of the ſame 
defence, viz. ** That there are other things as bad“ 877 85 
+ * We wear (ſay the Brethren) neither gold nor filver.” You 
forget. I have ſeen it with my eyes. But we judge nobody that” 
does.” How! Then you muſt judge both St. Peter and Paul 
falſe witneſſes before God. And becauſe thoſe profeſſions that 


miniſter thereto [to ſin, to what God has flatly forbidden] relate to 


trade, and trade is a thing relating to the magiſtrate, we therefore 
let all thoſe things alone, entirely ſuſpending our judgment con- 
cerning them..“ | 98 5 
What miſerable work is here! Becauſe trade relates to the ma- 
giſtrate, am I not to conſider, whether my trade be innocent or fin- 
ful? Then the keeper of a Venetian brothel is clear. The ma- 
giſtrate ſhall anſwer for him to God! r e 
I This fact alſo you grant, and defend thus. The power of 
reproving relates either to outward things, or to the heart. Nobody 
bas any right to the former, but the magiſtrate.” (Alas! alas! 
what caſuiftry is this mi « And if one will ſpeak to the heat; he. 
muſt be firſt ſure that the Saviour has already got hold of it.“ What 
then muſt become of all other men? O how pleaſing is all. this io 
deſh and blood | VV 
A found 
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found (what you called, being wiſe as /erpents) much 
2] ck evaſion and foe Ks and 
diſſimulation, You appeared to be what you were not, 
or not to be what you were, You fo ſtudied « to be- 
come all things to all men,“ as to take the colour and 
ſhape of any that were near you. So that your practice 
was indeed no proof of your judgment; but only an 
indication of your deſign, Nulli ledere os; and of your 
conformity to that {not ſcriptural) maxim, Sinere mun- 
dum vadere ut vult ; nam vult vadere. be 
5. Secondly, with regard to that faith thro* which 
we are ſaved, I have heard many of you ſay, „A man 
may have juſtifying faith and not know it.” Others 
of you, who are now in England, (particularly Mr, 
Molther) I have heard affirm,“ that there is no ſuch 
thing as weak faith; that there are no degrees in faith; 
that there is no juſtifying faith, where there is ever any 
doubt; that there is no juſtifying faith, without the 
plerophory of faith, the clear, abiding witneſs of the 
Spirit: That there is no juſtifying faith, where there 
is not, in the full, proper ſenſe, a new or clean heart: 
And, that thoſe who have not theſe two gifts, are only 
awakened, not juſtified, „ 1 

6. Thirdly, As to the way to faith, here are man 

among us, whom your brethren have adviſed (what it 
is not to be ſuppoſed they would as yet ſpeak to me, 
or in their public preaching) Þ not to uſe thoſe ordinances 
which our church terms means of grace till they have 
ſuch a faith, as implies a clean heart, and excludes all 
poſſibility of doubting. * They have adviſed them, till 
then not to ſearch the Scriptures, not to pray, not to come 
municate, And have often affirmed, That to do theſe. 
things, is ſecking ſalvation by works; and that till thefe 
works are laid aſide, no man can receive faith: For 
« No man (ſay they) can do theſe things, without truſt- 


* In the preface to the ſecond Journal, the Moravian Church is 
eleared from this miſtake. 1 1 6 5 

1 The ſubſtance of the anſwer to this and the following para- 
graphs is, 1. That none ought to communicate till he has Edt 
1. e. a ſure tru! in the mercy of God through Chriſt. This is 
granting the charge. 2. That * If the Methodiſts hold, this Sa- 
crament is a means of getting faith, they mult act according to their 
perſuaſion,” We do hold it, and know it to be ſo, to many of 
thoſe who are previoully convinced of fin, 


ang 


ge ) 1741. 
ing in them. If he does not truſt in them, why does 
he do them? | | 
7. To thoie who anſwered, It is our duty to uſe the 
ordinances of God; they rephed, There are no ordi- 
nances of Chriſt. the uſe of which is now bound upon 
Chriitians as a duty, or which we are commanded to 
uſe. ' As to thoſe you mention in particular, (viz, 
rayer, communicating, and ſearching the Scripture :}) 
f a man have faith he need not; if he have not, he 
muſt not uſe them. A believer may uſe them, though 
not as enjoined ; but an unbeliever (as before defined) 
may not.“ 3 | | 
8. To thoſe who anſwered, © I hope God will thro! 
theſe means convey his grace to my ſoul;“ they replied, 
“ There is no ſuch thing as means of grace: Chriſt has 
not ordained any ſuch in his Church, But if there 
were, they are nothing to you; for you are dead, 
You have no faith, And you cannot work while you 
are dead, Therefore let theſe things alone till you have 


faith. 


Fg 


9. And ſome of our Engliſh brethren, who are joined 


with yours, have laid openly, „ You will never have 
faith till you leave running about to Church, and Sa— 
crament, and Societies.“ Another of them has ſaid 
(in his public expounding) 4 As many go to hell by 
praying as by thieving.”” Another, I knew one, who 
eaning over the back of a chair, received a great gift. 
But he muſt kneel down to give God thanks, ſo he loſt 
it immediately. And I know not whether he will ever 
have it again.” And yet another, 4 You have loſt your 
firſt joy. Therefore you pray, That is the devil. 
You read the Bible. That is the devil, You commu— 
nicate, That is the devil, | 
10. Let not any of you, my brethren, ſay, We are 
not chargeable with what they ſpeak. Indeed you are, 
For you can hinder it, if you will, Therefore, if you 
do not, it mult be charged upon you, If you do not 


uſe the power which is in your hands, and thereby pre- 


vent their ſpeaking thus, you do, in effett, ſpeak thus 
yourſelves. You make their words your own: And are 


accordingly chargeable with every ill conſequence 
which may flow therefrom, 


2 1. Fourthly, 
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11. Fourthly, with regard to your Church,“ you 
greatly, yea above meaſure, exalt yourſelves, and de- 
ſpiſe others. Be | 

I have ſcarce heard one Moravian brother in my life, 
own hit Church to be wrong in any thing, 

| 1 have ſcarce heard any of you (I think not one in 
England) own himſelf to be wrong in any thing. 

Many of you I have heard ſpeak of your church, as 
if it was infallible ; or, ſo led by the Spirit, that it was 
not poſſible for it to err in any thing. Cota 

Some of you have ſet it up (as indeed you ought to 
do, if it be infallible) as the judge of all the earth, 
of all perſons (as well as doctrines) therein: And 
you have accordingly paſſed ſentence upon them at 
once, by their agreement or diſagreement with your 
church, | | | 
Some of you have ſaid, That there is no true Church 
on earth but yours; yea, that there are no true Chriſtians 
out of it. And your own members you require to have 
implicit faith in her deciſions, and to pay implicit obedi- 
ence to her directions. 

12. Fifthly, You receive not the ancient, but the 
modern Myſtics, as the beſt interpreters of Scriptures 
And in conformity to theſe, you mix much of man's 
wiſdom with the wiſdom of God : You greatly rehne 
the plain religion taught by the letter of holy Writ, 
and philoſophize on almolt every part of it, to acco- 
modate it to the myſt ic theory, Hence you talk much, 
in a manner wholly unſupported by Scripture, againſt 
mixing nature with grace, againſt imagination, and con- 

% «A * (you ſay) and a Church are not all one. A Re- 
ligion is an aſſembly wherein the Holy Scriptures are taught after 
a preſcribed rule.” This is too narrow a deftuution, For there are 
many Pagan (as well as Mahometan) religions, Rather, a religion 
15, a method of worſhipping God, whether in a right 'or a wrong 
manner. 

The Lord has ſuch a peculiar hand in the ſeveral conſtitutions 
of religion, that one ought to reſpect every one of them.“ I cannot 
poſſibly : 1 cannot reſpect, either the Jewiſh (as it is now) inor the 
Romiſh religion. You add, | * 

„A Church (I will not examine, whether there is any in this 
preſent age, or whether there is no other beſide ours) is, a congre- 
gation of ſinners who have obtained forgiveneſs of fins, That ſuch 
a congregation ſhould be in an error, cannot eaſily happen.“ 

I find no reaſon therefore to retract any thing which is advanced 
on this or any of the following heads. ; 

| | cerning 
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eerning the animal ſpirits, mimicking the power of 
the Holy Ghoſt. Hence your brethren zealouſly cau- 
tion us againſt animal joy, againſt natural love of one 
another, and againſt ſelfiſh love of God, againſt which 
(or any of them) there is no one caution in all the 
Bible. And they have, in truth, greatly leſſened, 


and had well nigh deſtroyed brotherly love from among 


us. | | 

1. In conformity to the Myſtics, you likewiſe 
greatly check joy in the Holy Ghoſt, by ſuch cautions 
againſt ſenſible comforts, as have no tittle of Scripture to 
ſupport them. Hence allo your brethren here damp 
the zeal of babes in Chriſt, talking much of falſe zeal, 
forbidding them to declare what God hath done for 
their ſouls, even when their hearts burn within them to 
declare it, and comparing thoſe to uncorked bottles, who 


imply and artleſsly ſpeak, of the ability which God 5 


giveth. | 
14. Hence, Laſtly, it is, That you undervalue good 
works, - (eſpecially works of outward mercy) never 
ublicly inſiſting on the neceſſit yof them, nor declar- 
ing their weight and excellency, Hence, when ſome 
of your brethren have ſpoken of them, they put them 
on a wrong foot, viz. © / you find yourſelf moved, if 
your heart is free to it, then reprove, exhort, relieve.“ 
By this means you wholly avoid the taking up your 
croſs, in order to do good; and alſo ſubſtitute an un- 
certain, precarious inward motion, in the place of the 
lain written word, Nay, one of your members has 
laid of good works in general (whether works of picty 
or of charity) 4 A believer is no more obliged to do 
_ theſe works of the law, than a ſubje& of the king of 
England is obliged to obey the laws of the king of 
France,” | | £4 
15. My brethren, whether ye will hear, or whether 
ye will forbear, I have now delivered my own ſoul, 
And this I have choſen to do in an artlels manner, 
that if any thing ſhould come home to your hearts, the 
effect might evidently flow nut from the wiſdom of 
man, but from the power of God, 
| | Aug. 8, 1740s | 4 


o 


Thus have I declared, and in the plaineſt manner 1 
can, the real controverly between us and the Mora- 
vian brethien; An unplealing taſk, which I. have de- 

pate | layed, 
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layed, at leaſt, as long as I could with a clear con- 
ſcience. But I am conſtrained at length nakedly to 
ſpeak the thing as it is, that I may not hinder the work 
of God. | | 
I am very ſenſible of the objection which has ſo often 
been made, viz, © You are inconſiſtent with yourſelf, 
You did tenderly love, highly eſteem, and zcalouſly re- 
commend theſe very men, And now you do not love 
or eſteem them at all. You not only do not recommend 
them, but are bitter againſt them: Nay, and rail at 
them, before all the world.” ; | 
Fhis is partly true, and partly falſe. That the whole 
caſe may be better e . it will be needful to 
give a ſhort account of what has occurred between us 
from the beginning. 7 
My firſt acquaintance with the Moravian brethren 
began in my voyage to Georgia. Being then with 
many of them in the ſame ſhip, I narrowly obſerved. 
their whole behaviour. And I greatly approved of all 
I ſaw. Therefore I unboſomed myſelf to them without 
reſerve, 3 ; 
From Feb. 14, 1733, to Dec. 2, 1737, being with 
them (except when I went to Frederica or Carolina). 
twice or thrice every day, I loved and eſteemed them 
more and mote, Yet a few things I could not approve: 
of. Theſe I mentioned to them from time to time, and 
then commended the cauſe to God. 
In February, following I met with Peter Bohler. My 
heart clave to him as ſoon as he ſpoke. And the more 
we converſed, ſo much the more did I eſteem both him 
and all the Moravian church. So that I had no-reſt in 
my ſpirit till I executed the deſign, which I had form- 
ed long before: Till after a ſhort ſtay in Holland, I, 
haſtened forward, firſt to Marienborn, and then to 
Hernhuth. . . 2 
In September, 1738, ſoon after my return to Eng- 
land, I began the following letter to the Moravian 
Church, But being fearful of truſting my own judg- 
ment, I determined to wait yet a little longer, and o 
laid it by unfiniſhed, | | 


My dear Brethren, | 
I Cannot but rejoice in your ſtedfaſt faith, in your 
love to our blefled Redeemer, your deadneſs to the 
world; your meeknels, temperance, chaſtity, and _ 
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of one another, I greatly approve of your confers 
ences and bands; of your method of inſtructing chil- 

dren; and in Gr of your great care of the ſouls 

committed to your charge, n | 

But of ſome other things I ſtand in doubt, which I 


will mention in love and meekneſs. And I wiſh that, 


in order to remove thoſe doubts, you would on each of 
thoſe heads, firſt, plainly anſwer, whether the fact be 
* I ſuppoſe, and if ſo, ſecondly, conſider whether it 
e right. £ - 
Do you not wholly negle& joint faſting ? 3 
Is not the Count all in all? Are not the reſt mere 
ſhadows? Calling him Rabbi ? Almoſt implicitly both 
believing and obeying him? 5 
Is there not ſomething of levity in your behaviour ? 
Are you, in general, ſerious enough ? 5 
Are you zealous and watchful to redeem time? Do 
you not ſometimes fall into trifling converſation ? 
Do you not magnify your own church too much? 
Do you believe any who are not of it, to be in gol- 
pel liberty ? 1 3 
Are you not ſtraitened in your love? do you love 
your enemies and wicked men as yourſelves ? 


Do you not mix human wiſdom with Divine ? Join- 


_ ee prudence to heavenly? 
o you nat uſe cunning, guile, and diſſimulation in 
many caſes? ; | Ny „ 
Are you not of a cloſe, dark, reſerved temper and 
behaviour P | | | Bo 
Is not the ſpirit of ſecreſy the ſpirit of your com- 
munity ? | 1 „ 
Have you that childlike openneſs, frankneſs, and 
plainneſs of ſpeech, ſo manifeſt to all in the Apoſtles 
and firſt Chriſtians ?“ . 


It may eaſily be ſeen, that my objections then, were 


weary the ſame as now, Yet I cannot ſay my affection 
was leſſened at all, till after September, 1739, when 
certain men among us began to trouble their brethren, 
and ſubvert their louls. However, I cleared the Mo- 


ravians ſtill, and laid the whole blame on our Engliſh. 


brethren. 


But from November the firſt, I could not but ſee. 


(unwilling as I was to ſee them) more and more things 

which I could in no wiſe reconcile with the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, And theſe I have ſet down with all fmplicity, 
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as they occured in order of time: Believing myſelf 
indiſpenſably obliged ſo to do, both in duty to God and 
man. | | | | 

Yet do I this becauſe I love them not? God knows 
eth ; yea and in part I eſteem them {till : Becauſe I 
verily believe, they have a ſincere deſire to ſerve God; 
becauſe many of them have taſted of his love, and 
ſome retain it in fimplicity; becauſe they love one ano- 
ther becauſe they have ſ% muck of the truth of the goſ- 
pel, and fo far abſtain from outward fin; and laſtly, 
becauſe their diſcipline is, in moſt reſpects, ſo truly 
excellent, OR es 

« But why then are you bitter againſt them?” I do 
not know that I am, Let the impartial reader judge. 
And if any bitter word has eſcaped my notice, I here 
utterly. retra& it, But do not you rail at them?” I 
hope not. God forbid that I ſhould rail at a Turk, 
Infidel, or Heretic, To one who advanced the moſt 
dangerous error, I durſt ſay no more than, „ the Lord 
rebuke thee !*” But I would point out what thoſe er- 
rors were: And, I truſt, in the ſpirit of meekneſs. 

In this ſpirit, my brethren, I have read and endea- 
voured to conſider, all the books you have publiſhed 
in England, that 1 might inform myſelf, whether on 
farther conſideration, you had retracted the errors 
which were advanced before. But it does by no means 
appear that you have retracted any of them: For wav- 
ing the odd and affetted phraſes therein, the weak, 
mean, filly, childiſh expreſſions; the crude, confuſed, 
and indigeſted notions, the whims, unſupported either. 
by Scripture or ſound reaſon ; Yea, waving theſe aſſer- 
tions, which though contrary to Scripture and matter 
of fact, are however of no importance: Thoſe three 
grand errors run through almoſt every book, viz. Uni- 
ue rſal Salvation, Antinomaniſm, and a kind of new re- 
formed Quret:ſm. | ; 


1, Can Unwerjal Salvation be more explicitly aſſerted, 
than it is in theſe words: : | 
* By this his name, All can and Hall obtain life and 
ſalvation,” Sixteen Diſcourſes, p. 30. This muſt; 
include all Men, at leaſt; and may include all Devils 
200, . 
Again, + The name of the wicked will not be fo © 
much as mentioned on the 8 Day,” Seven Di. 


courſes, 
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tioned, they cannot be condemned. 


2. How can Antinomaniſm,* i. e. making void the 


Law through Faith, be more explicitly taught than it is 
in theſe words? | 


« To believe certainly, that Chriſt ſuffered death ſor 


us This is the true means to be ſaved at once: ” 


« We want no more. For the hiſtory of Jefus, 
coming into the world, is the power of God unto ſal- 


vation to every one that believeth: The bare hiſtorical 


knowledge of this“, Sixteen Diſc. p. 57. 


There is but one duty, which is that of Believ- 
ing.. ibid. Po» 193. 


From any demand of the law, no man is obliged 


now, to go one ſtep, to give away one farthing, to eat 


or omit one monſel.” Seven Diſc. p. 11. 
„ What did our Lord do with the Law? He abo- 
liſhed it.“ 2 ibid. p. gg. 


« Here one may think, This is a fine ſort of Chritti- 
anity, where nothing good is commanded, and nothing 


bad is forbid, But thus it is.“ ibid. p. 34s - 


„ So one ought to ſpeak now. All commands and 


prohibitions are unfit for our times.“ ib d. 


2. Is not the very eſſence of Quietiſm (tho' in a new 
ſhape) contained in theſe words: 


The whole matter lies in this, that we ſhould uf 


fer ourſelves to be relieved.” Sixteen Diſc, P · 17. 


« One muſt do nothing, but quietly attend the voice 
of the Lord.” ibid. p. 29. 


Jo tell men who have not experienced the power 
of grace, What they ſhould do, and how they ought to 


behave, is as if you ſhould ſend a lame man upon an 
| 1 ibid. p. 70. 


errand.“ | 
«© The beginning is not to be made with doing what 
our Saviour has commanded, For whoſoever will bee 
gin with doing, when he is dead, he can do nothing at 
all: But whatever he doth in his own activity, is but a 


cobweb, i. e. good for nothing!“ ibid. p. 72. 81. 


* As ſoon as we remain hai ve be fore him as the wood 


r 


which a table is to be made from, then ſomething comes 


of us.” Seven Diſc, p. 22. 


* N. B. I ſpeak of Antinomian doftrine, abſtracted from pra. - 


tice good or bad. 


O my 


courſes, p. 21. And if they are not ſo much as men- 
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O my brethren, let me conjure you yet again, in the 
Name of our common Lord, if there be any conſola- 
tion of love, if any bowels and mercies, remove the 
fly out of the pot of ointment, ſeparate the precious 
from the vile! Review, I beſeech you, your whole 
work, and ſee if Satan hath gained no advantage over 
you. Very excellent things have been ſpoken of thee, 
O thou City of God, But may not He which hath the 
ſharp Sword with two edges ſay, Yet I have a few 
things againſt thee,” O that ye would repent of theſe, 
that ye might be a glorious church not having ſpot or 
wrinkle or any ſuch thing! 

Three things above all, permit me, even me, to preſs 
upon you, with all the earneſtneſs of love. Firſt, with 
regard to your dottrine, that ye purge out from among 
you, the leaven of Antinomianiſm, wherewith you are 
ſo deeply infetted, and no longer make void the Law 
through faith: Secondly, with regard to your diſci- 
pline, that ye call no man Rabbi, Maſter, Lord of your 
Faith upon earth. Subordination, I know, is needful, 
and I can ſhew you ſuch a ſubordination, as in fact an- 
ſwers all chriſtian purpoſes ; and yet is as widely diſ- 
tant from that among you, as the heavens are from the 
earth, Thirdly, with regard to your prattice, that ye 
renounce all craft, cunning, ſubtlety, diſſimulation; 
wiſdom, falſely ſo called; that ye put away all diſguiſe, . 
all guile out of your mouth: That in “ all ſimplicity 
and godly fincerity, ye have your converſation in this 
world: That ye uſe great plainneſs of ſpeech to all, 
whatever ye ſuffer thereby; ſeeking only, „by mani- 
feſtation of the truth, to commend yourſelves to every 
man's conſcience in the fight of God,”? | 
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